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Introduction

When it comes to compact cars that blend performance, practicality, and a touch of sportiness, the 2004 Ford

Focus ZTS 2.0L often stands out as a favorite among enthusiasts and everyday drivers alike. This particular model,

equipped with the Zeta Turbo System (ZTS), offers a turbocharged 2.0 �liter four �cylinder engine that delivers a punch

of power without compromising the fuel efficiency and maneuverability that the Focus is known for. Whether you’re

a seasoned collector looking for a reliable hot �rod platform, a commuter seeking a spirited ride, or simply curious

about the capabilities of this iconic car, this guide dives deep into every aspect of the 2004 Ford Focus ZTS 2.0L—

from its engineering marvels and performance credentials to maintenance tips, upgrade options, and buying advice.

In the sections that follow, we’ll explore the engine’s technical details, the driving experience it offers, common

maintenance concerns, and how you can get the most out of this car whether you’re driving it daily or taking it to

the track. By the end of this article, you’ll have a comprehensive understanding of why the 2004 Ford Focus ZTS

2.0L remains a respected name in the compact �car segment.

What is the 2004 Ford Focus ZTS 2.0L?

Engine Overview

The heart of the 2004 Focus ZTS is the 2.0 �liter 4 �cylinder engine, known officially as the 2.0 �L Zeta Turbo System

(ZTS). Unlike the naturally aspirated 2.0 �L found in other trims, the ZTS version employs a turbocharger to boost

power output. This turbocharged engine was engineered to deliver a robust 200 horsepower and 200 lb �ft of torque,

providing a significant performance boost over its non �turbo counterparts.

Key features of the ZTS engine include:

•  Turbocharger – A single-scroll turbo that delivers rapid spool time and a strong mid �range.

•  Direct Injection – Enhances fuel efficiency and combustion stability.

•  Variable Valve Timing – Improves low �end torque and high �end power.

•  Lightweight Construction – The engine block and heads use aluminum to keep weight down.

Transmission Options

Owners of the 2004 Focus ZTS 2.0L typically paired the engine with either a 5 �speed manual or a 4 �speed automatic

transmission. The manual version is favored by enthusiasts for its direct engagement and the ability to fully control

the power delivery, while the automatic offers a convenient and smooth driving experience for daily commutes.

Both transmissions were designed to handle the higher torque output of the turbocharged engine, with reinforced

gear ratios and robust clutches that have proven reliable over the years.

Trim Levels

The 2004 Focus ZTS 2.0L was available in several trim levels, each catering to different priorities:

•  SE – The base trim, featuring standard safety and comfort features.

•  SE Sport – Adds sportier styling cues, larger wheels, and upgraded suspension.

•  SE Turbo – A higher �performance version that includes the ZTS engine and additional performance 



enhancements.

Regardless of the trim, the ZTS engine remains a constant, ensuring that every 2004 Focus with this powerplant

offers a similar spirited driving experience.

Performance and Driving Experience

Power Output and Torque

With 200 horsepower and 200 lb �ft of torque, the 2004 Focus ZTS 2.0L delivers a noticeable punch from the

moment you hit the accelerator. The turbocharger’s quick spool time means that the engine responds promptly,

reducing the lag often associated with forced �induction engines. This translates into a lively acceleration that makes

the Focus feel more dynamic compared to the naturally aspirated 2.0 �L models.

Acceleration and Top Speed

Typical 0 �60 mph times for the 2004 Focus ZTS hover around 7.5 seconds with the manual transmission, while the

automatic variant is slightly slower at approximately 8.2 seconds. These figures position the Focus as one of the

fastest cars in its class during its production years. Top speed is electronically limited to 125 mph, but the engine’s

torque curve allows for sustained high �speed cruising without excessive strain.

Handling and Ride Quality

Beyond raw power, the Focus ZTS 2.0L shines in its handling dynamics. The car’s front �wheel �drive layout, coupled

with a well �balanced suspension setup, offers precise steering feedback and a responsive feel. The sport trim’s

stiffer suspension and larger wheels provide an even sharper turn �in capability, making the car a joy to drive on

winding roads or racetracks.

Comfort-wise, the Focus offers a smooth ride that absorbs road imperfections effectively. The cabin is acoustically

insulated, reducing road noise and creating an engaging driving environment.

Fuel Economy and Efficiency

EPA Ratings

The 2004 Focus ZTS 2.0L received EPA fuel economy ratings of 23 mpg in the city and 32 mpg on the highway for

the manual transmission. The automatic version is slightly less efficient, with 22 mpg city and 31 mpg highway.

While these numbers are modest by today’s standards, they were competitive for a turbocharged compact car at

the time.

Real �World Fuel Consumption

Owners often report real �world fuel consumption ranging from 20 to 28 mpg depending on driving habits.

Aggressive acceleration, frequent short trips, and high �speed cruising can push the consumption lower, while

moderate driving and proper maintenance keep it closer to the EPA figures.

Driving Tips for Better Mileage

1.  Use the right fuel – The ZTS engine performs best with premium gasoline; using regular fuel may reduce 

power and efficiency.

2.  Maintain proper tire pressure – Underinflated tires increase rolling resistance, lowering fuel economy.

3.  Avoid excessive idling – Modern engines are efficient at low RPMs; keeping the engine running at idle for 

long periods wastes fuel.

4.  Use cruise control on highways – This helps maintain a steady speed and reduces unnecessary acceleration.



Maintenance and Common Issues

Regular Service Schedule

Adhering to Ford’s recommended service intervals is essential for keeping the Focus ZTS in top shape. Key

maintenance tasks include:

•  Oil and filter changes – Every 3,000–5,000 miles, or more frequently if the car is driven hard.

•  Timing belt replacement – The 2004 Focus uses a timing belt; replace it at 90,000 miles to avoid catastrophic 

failure.

•  Coolant flush – Every 60,000 miles to prevent overheating and corrosion.

•  Brake inspection – Check pads and rotors every 15,000–20,000 miles.

Common Mechanical Problems

While the Focus ZTS 2.0L is generally reliable, certain issues have been reported by owners over the years:

•  Turbocharger wear – The turbo can develop leaks or fail if oil is not changed regularly.

•  Head gasket leaks – Overheating or poor cooling can cause gasket failure.

•  Fuel injector issues – Clogged injectors can lead to rough idling and reduced performance.

•  Transmission fluid leaks – The 4 �speed automatic may develop leaks if seals are not replaced.
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