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In the world of literature, a single sentence can spark a universe of ideas. A short story of nearly everythingis an

ambitious yet achievable concept that invites writers to weave together disparate threads—history, science,

emotion, and everyday life—into a single, compact narrative. This article delves into the meaning behind the

phrase, why such stories resonate, the core elements that make them compelling, and practical guidance for

crafting your own universal short tale. Whether you’re a seasoned novelist or a budding writer, this guide will

illuminate how to create a narrative that feels both expansive and intimate, all while keeping the story tightly

focused.

1. The Concept Behind the Phrase

When you hear the phrase “a short story of nearly everything,” it conjures images of a microcosm that mirrors the

macrocosm. It’s about capturing the breadth of human experience—joy, loss, curiosity, wonder—within a limited

word count. The idea is to create a narrative that feels complete, even though it touches on a multitude of themes

and settings.

Historically, writers such as Jorge Luis Borges and Italo Calvino have experimented with stories that explore vast

universes within a few pages. Their work demonstrates that depth and breadth can coexist when the writer carefully

balances detail with overarching themes. The phrase also reflects a modern appetite for content that feels

“all �in �one”: from social media feeds that combine news, humor, and personal anecdotes to podcasts that blend

science and storytelling.

2. Why “Nearly Everything” Matters

2.1 The Power of Universality

Stories that touch on universal human experiences tend to resonate across cultures and demographics. By

weaving together multiple elements—family dynamics, technological advances, environmental concerns,

philosophical musings—a short story can appeal to a broad audience while still maintaining a specific narrative

voice.

2.2 Cognitive Engagement

Human brains are wired to seek patterns and connections. When a story presents a tapestry of seemingly

unrelated threads that ultimately converge, readers experience a sense of reward and satisfaction. This cognitive

engagement is a key driver behind why audiences return to stories that feel “nearly everything.”

2.3 Reflecting the Complexity of Modern Life

In our hyperconnected world, individuals are constantly exposed to a flood of information. A short story that mirrors

this complexity can provide readers with a microcosm that feels authentic and relatable. It acknowledges that our

lives are not linear but rather a collage of moments, memories, and influences.

3. Elements of a Universal Short Story

3.1 A Clear Narrative Core



Even when the story touches on many themes, it must have a central narrative thread—an inciting incident, a goal,

and a resolution. Without this core, the story risks becoming a list of vignettes rather than a cohesive whole.

3.2 Rich, Multi �Dimensional Characters

Characters act as bridges between the various elements. They should embody the story’s themes and provide the

emotional anchor that keeps readers invested. A protagonist who navigates technology, love, and environmental

change can make the story feel truly universal.

3.3 Thematic Unity

All the disparate elements should reinforce a central theme—whether it’s resilience, curiosity, or the

interconnectedness of all things. The theme acts as the glue that holds the story together.

3.4 Concise Language and Imagery

In short fiction, every word counts. Use vivid imagery, precise verbs, and active voice to convey depth without

excess. Metaphors and similes can also condense complex ideas into a single, memorable image.

3.5 A Thoughtful Structure

Consider a structure that alternates between scenes or perspectives to keep the narrative dynamic. A non �linear

format—such as a series of flashbacks or a circular timeline—can also enhance the feeling of “nearly everything”

by showing how past, present, and future interlace.

4. Crafting Your Own: Step �by �Step Guide

4.1 Brainstorming Ideas

1.  List five broad themes you’re passionate about (e.g., technology, nature, family, memory, identity).

2.  Identify a single event or setting that could naturally connect these themes.

3.  Sketch a rough outline of how each theme will appear in the story.

4.2 Developing the Core Plot

Choose a protagonist who embodies or challenges the central theme. For example, a young inventor in a

post �industrial city might represent both technological ambition and environmental concern. Draft a three �act

structure:

•  Act I: Introduce the protagonist, the inciting incident, and the setting.

•  Act II: Show the protagonist confronting multiple challenges that reflect the chosen themes.

•  Act III: Resolve the conflict and reveal the story’s moral or insight.

4.3 Integrating Subplots

Subplots should echo the main theme but focus on secondary characters or side events. For instance, a neighbor’s

struggle with a failing garden can parallel the protagonist’s environmental concerns, adding layers without diverting

from the core narrative.

4.4 Writing with Precision

Use active verbs and concrete nouns to maintain momentum. Replace generic adjectives with sensory details that

evoke specific emotions. Example: instead of “she felt sad,” write “her chest tightened like a pressed flower.”

4.5 Revising for Cohesion

After the first draft, read the story aloud. Pay attention to pacing and whether each paragraph contributes to the

overall arc. Remove any scenes that feel tangential or redundant.



4.6 Polishing the Language

Apply a clean editing process: check for grammar, consistency, and word choice. Consider the rhythm of sentences

—short, punchy lines can create tension, while longer, descriptive passages can provide reflection.

5. Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

5.1 Overloading with Details

Adding too many side notes can dilute the narrative. Keep each detail purposeful and tied to the central theme.

5.2 Losing the Core Narrative

When the story drifts into too many tangents, readers may lose track of the main conflict. Use a clear roadmap to

ensure every scene pushes the protagonist toward the goal.

5.3 Stereotypical Characters

Avoid flat or cliche characters. Give your protagonist depth by exploring internal conflicts, motivations, and growth

arcs.

5.4 Weak Resolution

A rushed or unsatisfying ending can undermine the entire story. Ensure the conclusion reflects the thematic journey

and offers a meaningful payoff.

6. Inspirational Examples

6.1 “The Library of Babel” by Jorge Luis Borges

In this micro �novel, Borges imagines an infinite library that contains every possible book. The story touches on

epistemology, chaos, and the human desire for meaning—all within a compact narrative.

6.2 “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson

Jackson’s short story deftly weaves themes of conformity, tradition, and violence into a seemingly ordinary town’s

ritual. The narrative’s brevity amplifies its chilling impact.

6.3 “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” by Ursula K. Le Guin

Le Guin’s tale examines morality, happiness, and sacrifice. The story’s philosophical depth is balanced with a clear,

simple plot, making it an exemplar of a universal short narrative.

7. Conclusion

Creating a short story of nearly everythingis an invitation to explore the interconnectedness of life’s many facets

while maintaining a tight, engaging narrative. By grounding your story in a clear core, weaving in rich characters,

and ensuring thematic unity, you can craft a tale that feels expansive yet intimate. Remember to balance breadth

with depth, and let each element serve the central theme. Whether you’re writing for a literary magazine, a creative

writing class, or simply for your own satisfaction, this approach will help you produce a short story that resonates

with readers and stands the test of time.
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