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Beginners Guide to Digital Painting in Procreate

Digital art has exploded in popularity over the past decade, and Procreate has become one of the most beloved

tools for artists of all skill levels. Whether you’re a hobbyist looking to experiment with a new medium or an aspiring

professional who wants to refine your technique, Procreate offers a powerful yet intuitive platform for creating

stunning digital paintings on an iPad. This comprehensive guide will walk you through everything you need to know

—from setting up your first canvas to mastering advanced brush techniques and workflow tips. By the end, you’ll

feel confident enough to start creating your own digital masterpieces.

Getting Started with Procreate

Why Procreate?

Procreate stands out for its responsive stylus support, extensive brush library, and smooth performance. Unlike

many desktop programs that require a powerful computer, Procreate runs natively on the iPad, making it a mobile

studio that fits in your pocket. Its user �friendly interface means you can start drawing in minutes, while its depth of

features keeps you engaged for years.

Hardware Essentials

•  iPad Pro, iPad Air, or iPad (10th generation or newer) – The latest iPad models support the Apple Pencil 2nd 

generation, which delivers pressure, tilt, and palm rejection.

•  Apple Pencil (2nd generation) – The Pencil’s latency is minimal, and its pressure sensitivity is essential for 

expressive brush strokes.

•  Procreate App – Download from the App Store and keep it updated for the newest brushes and performance 

improvements.

First �Time Setup

1.  Open Procreate and tap the + icon in the top right corner.

2.  Select Canvas size. For beginners, a 3000 /× /3000 pixel canvas with 300 /ppi is a good starting point.

3.  Choose a background color or leave it transparent for later layering.

4.  Tap Save and give your project a descriptive name.

Understanding the Procreate Interface

The Toolbar

The toolbar sits at the top of the screen. It contains the Undo/Redo buttons, the Layer icon, and the Brush icon. 

You can tap and hold the Brush icon to access quick brush presets.

The Gallery

The Gallery is where all your projects live. You can view thumbnails, rearrange, delete, or share your artwork. 

Long �pressing a thumbnail brings up options like Duplicate, Export, and Share.

The Brush Library

Procreate ships with over 200 brushes, categorized into Sketching, Inking, Painting, Airbrush, and Special 



Effects. You can also import third �party brushes or create your own.

Layers Panel

Layers are the backbone of any digital painting. You can add, delete, merge, and reorder layers. Each layer has its

own opacity, blending mode, and masks.

Canvas Basics: Size, Resolution, and Color Space

Choosing the right canvas is crucial. A higher resolution gives you more detail, but it also consumes more memory.

For print, aim for 300 /ppi; for web, 72 /ppi is sufficient.

•  Canvas Size: 3000 /× /3000 /px works well for practice and medium �sized prints.

•  Resolution: 300 /ppi for print, 72 /ppi for digital use.

•  Color Space: Procreate uses sRGB by default, which is suitable for most projects.

Brush Settings: From Basics to Customization

Starting Simple

Begin with the Studio Pen or Watercolorbrush. These are forgiving and great for learning pressure and flow

control.

Adjusting Brush Dynamics

1.  Tap the Brush icon to open the brush library.

2.  Select a brush and tap the Brush Settings (the gear icon).

3.  Under Stroke, you can tweak Size, Opacity, Flow, and Pressure Sensitivity.

4.  Experiment with Shape Dynamics (size variation based on speed), Texture (grain), and Color Dynamics 

(hue, saturation changes).

Creating Your Own Brushes

To create a custom brush, open Brush Library, tap + New Brush, and select a Base Shape. Adjust the Brush 

Settingsto sculpt the look you want. Save it with a memorable name, and you’ll have a unique tool that reflects

your style.

Layer Management: Building Your Painting

Layer Hierarchy

Start with a Background Layer and build upwards. Typical layers include:

•  Background color or texture

•  Base sketch

•  Line art

•  Flat colors

•  Shading

•  Highlights

•  Effects or textures

Using Layer Masks

Layer masks let you paint selectively without destroying the underlying layer. Add a mask by tapping the Maskicon

next to the layer, then paint with black to hide and white to reveal.



Blending Modes

Procreate offers blending modes such as Multiply, Overlay, and Screen. Experiment to see how they affect color

interaction and light.

Color Theory Basics for Digital Painting

Color Wheel

Understand primary, secondary, and tertiary colors. Use the Color Pickerto find hues, and adjust saturation and

brightness for mood.

Color Harmonies

•  Complementary – Opposite colors on the wheel create contrast.

•  Analogous – Adjacent colors for a harmonious look.

•  Tetradic – Two complementary pairs for vibrant palettes.

Creating a Palette

Use the Color Palettes panel to save your favorite hues. Tap + New Palette, then add colors by tapping the +icon.

This makes it easy to maintain consistency across projects.

Common Techniques for Beginners

Sketching with Pencil

Start with a rough sketch to establish composition. Use a light Sketching Brushand keep strokes loose. Once

satisfied, lock the sketch layer and begin painting.

Blocking in Flat Colors

Use a Paintbrush with low opacity to block in large color areas. Work from dark to light to build depth.

Adding Shading

Choose a Soft Brush and set the opacity to 30 �50%. Paint shadows where light does not reach. Use the Layer 

Mask to refine edges.

Highlights

Apply highlights on a separate layer set to Screen or Add blending mode. Use a white or light color with low opacity.

Texture Overlays

Import a texture image, set its blending mode to Overlay or Multiply, and adjust opacity. This adds realism without

extra brushwork.

Workflow Tips for Efficiency

Using Shortcuts

•  Undo: Double �tap the Apple Pencil.

•  Redo: Triple �tap the Apple Pencil.

•  Clear Layer: Two �finger tap on the layer.

•  Quick Brush Menu: Tap and hold the brush icon.

Layer Groups

Group related layers by selecting them, tapping Group, and naming the group. This keeps the Layers panel tidy.



Export Settings

When you’re finished, tap Actions (wrench icon), then Share. Choose the file format (PNG, JPEG, TIFF, PSD). 

For print, export at 300 /ppi and include a CMYK color profile if your printer requires it.

Procreate Features to Explore

Animation Assist

Procreate offers a simple animation tool for frame �by �frame work. Ideal for creating GIFs or short loops.

Reference Images

Import reference images into a separate layer and set the opacity to 30 �50%. Lock the layer to prevent accidental

edits.

Color Adjustments

Use the Adjustments panel (magic wand icon) to tweak Hue/Saturation, Brightness/Contrast, and Levelsfor

the entire canvas or individual layers.

Clipping Masks

Clip a color or texture layer to a base layer. This is useful for adding color to complex shapes without affecting the

underlying artwork.

Practice Projects to Hone Your Skills

1.  Portrait Sketch – Focus on proportions and light source.

2.  Landscape with Horizon – Practice depth and atmospheric perspective.

3.  Still Life of a Fruit – Experiment with shading and reflections.

4.  Abstract Color Field – Explore color harmonies and brush dynamics.

5.  Character Design – Combine line art, flat colors, and details.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Lag or Stutter

Close background apps, reduce canvas size, or lower brush opacity. If the issue persists, update to the latest

Procreate version.

Palm Rejection Not Working

Ensure the Palm Rejection toggle is enabled in Actions !’ Canvas !’ Enable Palm Rejection. If still problematic, 

adjust the Stylus Sensitivity in Settings !’ General !’ Apple Pencil.

Brush Stuck or Unresponsive

Restart Procreate, reset the brush library, or delete the brush settings file. Reinstalling the app can also resolve

persistent glitches.

Conclusion

Procreate offers a rich, accessible platform for anyone eager to explore digital painting. By mastering the basics of

canvas setup, brush dynamics, layer management, and color theory, you’ll build a strong foundation that can evolve

into a personal style. Practice consistently, experiment with new tools, and don’t be afraid to revisit earlier projects



for improvement. The journey from beginner to confident digital painter is paved with curiosity, patience, and a

willingness to learn. Happy painting!
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