
GENERAL

canon eos 70d user guide
Published: September 3, 2026  |  Index ID: #-

Canon EOS 70D User Guide

Welcome to the definitive Canon EOS 70D user guide. Whether you’re a beginner eager to capture your first

memories or a seasoned photographer looking to master advanced techniques, this guide will walk you through

every aspect of the EOS 70D. From basic setup to sophisticated shooting modes, we cover everything you need to

know to unlock the full potential of this versatile DSLR.

Getting Started

Unboxing and First Look

When you first open the box, you’ll find the camera body, a standard 18 �55mm kit lens, a spare battery, a charger, a

USB cable, and the user manual. The EOS 70D’s design balances ruggedness with a lightweight feel, thanks to its

polycarbonate body and magnesium alloy frame. The camera’s 18 �55mm lens offers a flexible focal range, ideal for

everyday shooting.

Basic Components

•  Mode Dial – Switches between Auto, Program, Aperture Priority, Shutter Priority, Manual, and Creative modes.

•  Quick Control Dial – Adjusts settings such as ISO, exposure compensation, or white balance, depending on 

the active mode.

•  LCD Monitor – 3 �inch, 1.04 �million �dot touchscreen for framing, playback, and menu navigation.

•  Viewfinder – 0.45 �inch OLED with 100% coverage and 0.71× magnification.

•  Buttons &amp; Dials – Include the shutter button, AF/MF switch, playback button, and custom function buttons.

Powering On and Setting Up

Battery and Memory Card

Insert the LP �90 battery into the compartment located beneath the camera’s top cover. For extended shooting

sessions, consider carrying a spare battery. The SD card slot is on the side; use a UHS-I U1 or higher card for

optimal performance, especially when shooting in RAW.

Initial Settings Menu

Upon first power �on, the EOS 70D will guide you through a quick setup wizard. Select your language, date/time, and

time zone. The wizard also prompts you to set your preferred shooting mode and whether you want the camera to

use the built �in flash automatically.

Understanding the Controls

Mode Dial

The mode dial is the camera’s primary control. Each position unlocks a different set of features:

•  Auto – Simplest mode for beginners.

•  Program (P) – Adjusts shutter speed and aperture automatically.

•  Aperture Priority (Av) – Lets you choose aperture; shutter speed is auto.



•  Shutter Priority (Tv) – Lets you choose shutter speed; aperture is auto.

•  Manual (M) – Full control over both aperture and shutter speed.

•  Creative Zone (C) – Offers additional creative settings like scene modes.

•  Movie (Movie) – Switches the camera into video recording mode.

Quick Control Panel

Located on the back, the quick control panel allows you to adjust key settings on the fly. The top row offers ISO, 

exposure compensation, and white balance. The bottom row includes focus mode and flash control. Use the Quick 

Control Dial to cycle through these options.

LCD and Viewfinder

The 3 �inch touchscreen LCD offers two primary functions: live view and playback. In live view, you can zoom in on

the image, adjust focus, and switch between photo and video modes. The viewfinder is ideal for shooting in bright

conditions, ensuring precise framing.

Buttons and Dials

Key buttons include:

•  Shutter Button – Half �press for autofocus, full �press for capture.

•  AF/MF Switch – Toggle between autofocus and manual focus.

•  Playback Button – Review images and video.

•  Custom Buttons – Assign any function for quick access.

Camera Modes Explained

Auto Mode

In Auto mode, the camera selects exposure, focus, and white balance automatically. It’s perfect for casual

photography, allowing you to focus solely on composition.

Program (P)

Program mode automatically chooses both aperture and shutter speed. However, you can use the Quick Control 

Dialto shift the balance between exposure and shutter speed, enabling creative control while maintaining auto

focus and white balance.

Aperture Priority (Av)

Av mode lets you set the aperture value to control depth of field. The camera then calculates the appropriate

shutter speed to maintain correct exposure. This is ideal for portrait photography where you want a shallow depth of

field.

Shutter Priority (Tv)

Tv mode is used when you need precise motion control. By setting the shutter speed, the camera will adjust the

aperture accordingly. This mode is great for sports or action photography.

Manual (M)

Manual mode gives you full control over exposure. Set both aperture and shutter speed manually. This mode is

essential for creative photography, such as long exposures or low light shooting.

Creative Zone (C)

The Creative Zone offers a range of preset scene modes – Portrait, Landscape, Sports, Night Portrait, and more.



These modes automatically adjust settings to optimize image quality for specific scenarios.

Movie Mode

Press the Movie button or set the mode dial to Movie to activate video recording. The EOS 70D supports Full HD

1080p at up to 60fps, making it suitable for both casual vlogging and professional filming.

Exposure Settings

Aperture, Shutter Speed, ISO

The exposure triangle – aperture, shutter speed, and ISO – is the foundation of photographic control. The EOS

70D offers a wide range of values:

•  Aperture: f/1.8 to f/22 (depending on lens)

•  Shutter Speed: 1/4000s to 30s (including Bulb mode)

•  ISO: 100–6400 (expandable to 12800 in some modes)

Exposure Compensation

In Program, Aperture Priority, and Shutter Priority modes, you can use the Quick Control Dialto adjust exposure

compensation by ±2 stops in 1/3 �stop increments. This feature is useful when shooting in challenging lighting.

Metering Modes

The EOS 70D offers three metering modes:

1.  Evaluative – The default mode that analyzes the entire scene.

2.  Partial – Focuses on the central portion of the frame.

3.  Center �Weighted – Gives priority to the center area.
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