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Dictionary of Deities and Demons in the Bible: A Comprehensive Guide

For scholars, theologians, and curious readers alike, the biblical landscape is a tapestry woven with names that

evoke wonder, fear, and reverence. While the canonical texts focus on a singular, omnipotent God, they also

reference a host of other divine and demonic beings—some explicitly, others hinted at through cultural context. This

article offers a detailed, user-friendly dictionary of those deities and demons mentioned in the Bible, providing

historical background, scriptural citations, and practical insights for researchers and enthusiasts. By exploring these

figures, we gain a richer understanding of the religious milieu that shaped the ancient world and continues to

influence modern faith traditions.

1. Understanding the Biblical Context of Divine and Demonic Entities

The Hebrew Bible, or Old Testament, is rooted in a monotheistic framework that emphasizes the supremacy of

Yahweh. Yet, the narratives occasionally confront the reality of neighboring polytheistic cultures. Consequently, the

texts sometimes mention foreign gods, angels, and demonic spirits to illustrate moral lessons, warn against idolatry,

or explain supernatural events. The New Testament, while centered on the life and teachings of Jesus, also

references demons, angelic hosts, and spiritual warfare.

These references are not merely theological footnotes; they reflect the lived experiences of ancient peoples who

navigated a world where the divine and the infernal were perceived as active forces. The dictionary below compiles

these entities, grouping them by category and providing key passages for further study.

Key Themes and Semantic Keywords

•  Monotheism vs. Polytheism

•  Angelology and Demonology

•  Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha

•  Spiritual Warfare

•  Judaism, Christianity, and Cultural Syncretism

2. Deities Mentioned in Biblical Texts

2.1. The Divine Name of Yahweh

Yahweh (or Jehovah in some traditions) is the central deity in the Hebrew Scriptures. The name itself—often 

rendered as YHWH—is considered sacred and is rarely spoken aloud. Instead, titles such as Adonai (Lord) or 

Elohim (God) are used.

2.2. The God of the Nations (Elohim)

The term Elohimappears frequently and is sometimes interpreted as a plural form, hinting at a divine council.

While some scholars suggest it reflects an ancient belief in a divine assembly, the predominant theological stance

remains that it refers to the singular God of Israel.

2.3. The God of Israel (El Shaddai, El Elyon)

Names such as El Shaddai (God Almighty) and El Elyon(Most High) emphasize God’s power and sovereignty.



These titles are found in the Book of Genesis and other prophetic writings.

2.4. Foreign Deities and Their Biblical Representation

While the Bible discourages worship of other gods, it acknowledges their presence in the region. The following list

includes the most frequently cited foreign deities, with scriptural references that either condemn or describe their

worship.

•  Astarte (Ishtar) – Mentioned in 1 Kings 11:5 as a goddess of fertility and war, often associated with the 

Philistine worship of Baal.

•  Ba''al – A Canaanite storm god, referenced in Judges 2:11–13 and Deuteronomy 13:6. The Bible portrays 

Ba''al worship as a major sin.

•  Asherah – Often depicted as a wooden pole or cultic object, associated with the worship of the goddess 

Asherah. She is cited in 2 Kings 23:5–8 and Jeremiah 10:2–5.

•  Moloch (Molech) – A god associated with child sacrifice, mentioned in Leviticus 18:21 and 2 Kings 23:9.

•  Chemosh – The deity of the Moabites, referenced in Isaiah 34:3 and Jeremiah 48:21.

•  Shamash – The sun god of the Babylonians, alluded to indirectly in Daniel 4:8–9 when describing King 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.

•  Yama – A deity associated with death, occasionally referenced in apocryphal texts like the Book of Enoch.

3. Demons and Demonic Figures in the Bible

3.1. The Concept of Demons

In biblical literature, demons are often portrayed as rebellious angels or malevolent spirits that oppose divine will.

Their presence is most evident in the New Testament, where Jesus is depicted as casting out demonic forces. The

Old Testament also references demonic influences, particularly in the context of prophetic warnings against idolatry.

3.2. Notable Demons in the New Testament

•  Beelzebub (Beelzebul) – Often translated as "Lord of the Flies," this name is used as a synonym for Satan in 

Matthew 12:24 and Mark 3:22. It reflects a demonic figure associated with pride and corruption.

•  Legion – In Mark 5:1–20, Jesus encounters a man possessed by a multitude of demons, who identify 

themselves as "Legion" because they are many. This story illustrates the depth of demonic influence.

•  Azazel – Though primarily associated with the scapegoat ritual in Leviticus 16, later traditions (e.g., the Book 

of Enoch) portray Azazel as a fallen angel who taught humanity forbidden knowledge.

•  Asmodeus – A demon referenced in the apocryphal Book of Tobit (part of the Catholic and Orthodox biblical 

canon). He is portrayed as a tempter and a symbol of lust.

•  Mephistopheles – Though not found in the canonical Bible, this demon appears in later folklore and is 

sometimes linked to the biblical tradition of demonic influence.

3.3. Demonic Entities in the Old Testament and Apocrypha

The Hebrew Scriptures occasionally mention demonic-like forces, though they are less explicit than in the New

Testament. The following examples illustrate these references:

•  Shaddai (as a demonic force) – In Isaiah 34:3, the term "Shaddai" is used in a poetic context to describe the 

ruin of the wicked, possibly implying a demonic aspect.

•  The "evil spirit" – In Psalm 109:10, the psalmist prays for an "evil spirit" to be cast out from the king’s house, 

indicating belief in spiritual adversaries.

•  Pharaoh’s demon – In Exodus 9:15, the Egyptian Pharaoh''s heart is described as being hardened by an "evil 

spirit," illustrating the biblical view of demonic influence on human will.



4. Using the Dictionary: Practical Tips for Researchers

4.1. Cross-Referencing Texts

When studying these entities, it’s essential to consult multiple translations and commentaries. Different Bible

versions may render names differently—e.g., “Ba''al” can appear as “Baal” or “Baal.” Scholarly commentaries often

provide cultural and linguistic insights that clarify ambiguous passages.

4.2. Contextualizing Within Historical Frameworks

Understanding the cultural backdrop—such as the influence of Canaanite, Phoenician, or Mesopotamian religions—

helps explain why certain deities appear in biblical narratives. The historical interactions between Israelite

communities and neighboring peoples shaped the biblical portrayal of these gods and demons.

4.3. Utilizing Digital Resources

Online databases like the Thesaurus Linguae Latinae and the Center for the Study of the Bookprovide

searchable indexes of biblical names. These tools allow quick access to original Hebrew or Greek terms, facilitating

deeper linguistic analysis.

5. Theological Implications and Contemporary Relevance

5.1. Spiritual Warfare in Modern Faith Practices

Many Christian denominations today emphasize the reality of spiritual warfare, drawing upon biblical descriptions of

demons to underscore the importance of prayer, scripture, and moral vigilance. Understanding the historical roots

of these concepts can enrich contemporary worship and theological reflection.

5.2. Interfaith Dialogue and Comparative Mythology

Studying the deities and demons referenced in the Bible opens avenues for comparative analysis with other 

religious traditions—such as Judaism’s Kabbalistic demonology or Islam’s concept of Iblis. These cross-cultural

examinations foster greater appreciation for shared mythic motifs and divergent theological interpretations.

5.3. Literary and Cultural Influence

Biblical references to divine and demonic figures have permeated literature, art, and popular culture. From

Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” to contemporary fantasy novels, these ancient names continue to inspire creative works

that grapple with the themes of power, temptation, and redemption.

Conclusion

The “dictionary of deities and demons in the Bible” offers a window into the complex spiritual landscape that

shaped ancient Near Eastern societies and continues to inform modern religious thought. By cataloguing these

figures—ranging from the singular, omnipotent Yahweh to the myriad foreign gods and demonic entities—the article

provides scholars and readers with a structured reference that blends historical context, scriptural evidence, and

theological insight.

Whether you are a student of theology, a curious reader, or a practitioner seeking to deepen your faith, this

comprehensive guide invites you to explore the multifaceted dimensions of divine and demonic presence in biblical

texts. In doing so, we honor the rich tapestry of narratives that have guided countless generations and continue to

spark wonder and reflection in contemporary spirituality.
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