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Exploring the Dark Duality: A Detailed Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde Character List

When you think of classic literature that still feels eerily relevant today, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hydeis one of the first

titles that comes to mind. Robert Louis Stevenson’s 1886 novella is a masterclass in psychological complexity,

moral ambiguity, and the human capacity for both good and evil. For readers and scholars alike, understanding the

characters that populate this gothic tale is essential to appreciating the depth of its themes. This article presents a

comprehensive character list, delving into their motivations, relationships, and the ways they contribute to the

story’s enduring power.

Why a Character List Matters

At first glance, the novella appears to revolve around a single protagonist: Dr. Henry Jekyll. However, the narrative

is enriched by a network of supporting figures whose interactions reveal the social and psychological pressures

that shape Jekyll’s transformation. A character list offers a roadmap for readers to navigate these relationships,

identify recurring motifs, and analyze how each person reflects or challenges the central conflict between

humanity’s respectable façade and its hidden desires.

Key Characters in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Dr. Jekyll is a respected London physician, known for his intellectual curiosity and philanthropic nature. His

scientific ambition drives him to experiment with the boundaries of human nature. Jekyll’s internal struggle—his

desire to separate the noble aspects of his personality from the darker urges—sets the stage for the novella’s

central conflict.

Edward Hyde

Hyde is the antithesis of Jekyll: a physically repulsive, morally unrestrained figure who embodies the suppressed

impulses of the Victorian mind. Hyde’s actions are impulsive, violent, and devoid of conscience, making him a living

symbol of the “evil” that Stevenson warns is latent in all individuals.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

Utterson, a lawyer and close friend of Jekyll, serves as the rational voice of the story. His curiosity about Jekyll’s

strange will and his investigation into Hyde’s deeds provide the narrative’s investigative arc. Utterson’s loyalty and

skepticism illustrate the tension between social propriety and moral responsibility.

Dr. Hastie Lanyon

Lanyon, a fellow physician and Jekyll’s confidant, initially supports Jekyll’s experiments but later becomes horrified

by the outcomes. His scientific rationalism clashes with the supernatural elements of Hyde’s emergence, and his

eventual breakdown underscores the novella’s theme of the limits of human knowledge.

Poole

Poole is Jekyll’s loyal housekeeper, whose fear of Hyde’s presence and insistence on secrecy highlight the fear of



the unknown that permeates Victorian society.

Jekyll’s Wife (Unnamed)

Although she appears briefly, Jekyll’s wife represents the domestic sphere and the expectation of marital fidelity.

Her presence underscores the personal costs of Jekyll’s experiments and the societal pressure to maintain a

respectable image.

Mrs. Lanyon (Unnamed)

Mrs. Lanyon is Lanyon’s wife, who shares in the family’s distress over the events that unfold. Her perspective

provides insight into the impact of the story’s supernatural elements on ordinary families.

Mr. Hyde’s Victims

While not named, the victims of Hyde’s crimes—such as the man who is attacked in Hyde’s apartment—serve to

illustrate the extent of Hyde’s malevolence and the ripple effect of his actions on the community.

Supporting Cast and Their Significance

The Will’s Beneficiaries

The will, written by Jekyll, grants Hyde control over Jekyll’s assets upon his “death.” This legal document is a pivotal

plot device that allows Hyde to act independently, creating tension and suspense. The beneficiaries, though

unnamed, represent the legal and societal structures that can be manipulated by those who seek to conceal their

true selves.

The Victim’s Wife

In the climax, Hyde’s victim’s wife becomes an unwitting witness to the truth of Jekyll’s double life. Her role, though

minor, demonstrates how the consequences of a single individual’s hidden identity can ripple outward.

Mr. Utterson’s Associate

Utterson’s legal partner, who assists in investigating the will, offers a glimpse into the legal profession’s role in

upholding or challenging societal norms.

Character Development: From Jekyll to Hyde

Stevenson masterfully portrays the gradual shift from Jekyll’s rational self to Hyde’s chaotic persona. This

transformation is not instantaneous; it is a slow, almost imperceptible erosion of Jekyll’s moral compass. The

character list helps readers track these changes: Jekyll’s initial scientific curiosity, his growing obsession, and the

eventual loss of control as Hyde gains dominance.

Utterson’s steadfast curiosity contrasts with Jekyll’s internal conflict, while Lanyon’s scientific skepticism serves as

a foil to Jekyll’s experimental zeal. Poole’s fear and Jekyll’s wife’s domestic concerns add layers of realism to the

narrative, reminding readers that the story’s events are not isolated from everyday life.

How the Characters Reflect Victorian Society

Each character in the novella embodies a facet of Victorian culture. Jekyll, as a scientist, represents the era’s faith

in progress and rationality. Hyde, as the embodiment of repressed desires, reflects the moral anxiety that lurked

beneath society’s polished veneer. Utterson, the lawyer, symbolizes the legal system’s role in maintaining order,

while Lanyon’s scientific breakdown highlights the limits of reason when confronted with the uncanny.



Poole’s fear and the unnamed wives’ concerns illustrate the period’s anxieties surrounding domestic life and the

sanctity of the family unit. Together, these characters create a microcosm of Victorian values, fears, and

contradictions.

Adaptations and Portrayals of Key Characters

The enduring appeal of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hydeis evident in the countless adaptations across film, theater, and

television. These adaptations often reinterpret the characters, offering fresh perspectives on their motivations and

relationships.

•  1920 Silent Film – The early film adaptation cast a young actor as Jekyll, emphasizing the character’s youthful 

idealism. The portrayal of Hyde was more grotesque, aligning with the era’s fascination with physical horror.

•  1931 Talkie – This version introduced a more nuanced Hyde, exploring the psychological underpinnings of his 

malevolence. The actor’s portrayal of Jekyll’s descent into madness added depth to the character list.

•  1971 Television Series – The series expanded the character list, adding new supporting roles such as Jekyll’s 

assistant, thereby exploring the collaborative nature of scientific experimentation.

•  2007 Modern Film – A contemporary reinterpretation set in a modern urban setting, the film’s Jekyll is a 

corporate executive. Hyde’s character is reimagined as a cybercriminal, reflecting current societal anxieties.

These adaptations demonstrate how the core characters can be reshaped to fit new contexts while retaining their

fundamental roles. Whether on screen or on stage, the character list remains a vital tool for analyzing how each

portrayal contributes to the overall narrative.

Using the Character List for Academic Analysis

Students of literature often use character lists as a starting point for deeper textual analysis. By identifying each

character’s actions, motivations, and relationships, scholars can uncover patterns that illuminate the novella’s

themes.

For example, a close examination of Utterson’s investigative journey reveals how the legal profession can both

uphold and subvert moral order. Similarly, Lanyon’s scientific breakdown provides a critical lens through which to

view the limits of empirical knowledge when confronted with the supernatural.

In a classroom setting, teachers might ask students to map the character list onto a timeline, illustrating how each

character’s influence evolves over the course of the narrative. This exercise helps students see the

interconnectedness of the characters and the cumulative effect of their actions.

Practical Tips for Readers: How to Use the Character List

1.  Read Actively – Keep the character list in hand while reading. Note when each character appears and how 

they interact with Jekyll and Hyde.

2.  Track Motivations – Write down each character’s primary motivation. How do these motivations drive the plot?

3.  Analyze Relationships – Draw connections between characters. How does Utterson’s loyalty to Jekyll 

contrast with Poole’s fear?

4.  Compare Adaptations – Watch a film adaptation and compare the portrayal of each character to the novella. 

What changes are made, and why?

5.  Reflect on Themes – Use the character list to explore themes such as duality, repression, and the limits of 

science.

Beyond the Novella: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde in Popular Culture



The concept of a split personality has permeated popular culture, often referenced in discussions about mental 

health and identity. The character list of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hydehas become a cultural touchstone, symbolizing the

struggle between a respectable self and an untamed alter ego.

Modern media continues to draw inspiration from the novella. For instance, the 2019 psychological thriller Split 

Personality pays homage to the duality theme, featuring characters that mirror Jekyll’s internal conflict. Similarly, the 

popular video game Resident Evil 4incorporates Hyde-like antagonists, using the character list as a narrative

device to explore the consequences of unchecked ambition.

These contemporary references underscore how the novella’s characters remain relevant, offering a framework for

exploring complex psychological and societal issues.

Conclusion

In the rich tapestry of Robert Louis Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, each character serves a distinct purpose,

weaving together themes of morality, science, and identity. The comprehensive character list not only aids in

understanding the narrative’s structure but also provides a lens through which to examine broader cultural

anxieties. Whether you’re a student, a literature enthusiast, or simply a curious reader, this character guide offers a

clear pathway to deeper engagement with one of the most enduring tales of duality in literary history.

Baca Juga (Artikel Terkait)

•  ben and curtis carson
   URL: http://dexterspetfriends.com/ben-and-curtis-carson.pdf

•  directv guide online
   URL: http://dexterspetfriends.com/directv-guide-online.pdf

•  the daily bible in chronological order niv f lagard smith
   URL: http://dexterspetfriends.com/the-daily-bible-in-chronological-order-niv-f-lagard-smith.pdf

•  ohio notary exam study guide
   URL: http://dexterspetfriends.com/ohio-notary-exam-study-guide.pdf

Tags: #jekyll  #hyde  #character  #list

http://dexterspetfriends.com/ben-and-curtis-carson.pdf
http://dexterspetfriends.com/directv-guide-online.pdf
http://dexterspetfriends.com/the-daily-bible-in-chronological-order-niv-f-lagard-smith.pdf
http://dexterspetfriends.com/ohio-notary-exam-study-guide.pdf


Page 1 of 4



Page 2 of 4



Page 3 of 4



Page 4 of 4


