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Introduction

When you think of literary classics that delve into the duality of human nature, the name Dr. Henry Jekyll and Mr. 

Edward Hyde immediately springs to mind. Robert Louis Stevenson’s 1886 novella has become a cornerstone of 

Gothic literature, inspiring countless films, plays, and scholarly discussions. Whether you’re a literature student, a 

film buff, or simply someone who enjoys a good psychological thriller, understanding the intricacies of the story’s 

plot can deepen your appreciation of this timeless narrative. In this article, we’ll walk through a detailed dr jekyll 

and mr hyde plot summary, unpack the characters, themes, and settings, and examine why the tale continues to

resonate with modern audiences.

Setting the Stage: Victorian London

The story is set in the heart of Victorian London, a city teeming with stark contrasts: opulent mansions beside grim

tenements, scientific progress beside superstition, and the glittering upper class alongside the struggling working

class. Stevenson uses this backdrop to underscore the dualities that drive the plot. The era’s fascination with

scientific discovery—particularly in chemistry and psychology—provides the perfect catalyst for Jekyll’s

experiments. Meanwhile, the moral rigidity of the time amplifies the social consequences of Jekyll’s transformation

into Hyde.

Key Characters

1.  Dr. Henry Jekyll – A respected physician and scientist who believes that every human contains both good 

and evil. His obsession with separating these aspects leads to the central conflict.

2.  Mr. Edward Hyde – Jekyll’s alter ego, a monstrous figure who embodies pure wickedness. Hyde’s existence 

is the result of Jekyll’s experiment.

3.  Mr. Gabriel John Utterson – Jekyll’s lawyer and close friend, who becomes the story’s primary investigator.

4.  Poole – Jekyll’s loyal housekeeper, who provides crucial evidence about Jekyll’s disappearance.

5.  Dr. Hastie Lanyon – A fellow scientist who becomes skeptical of Jekyll’s experiments and ultimately 

witnesses Hyde’s transformation.

6.  Mrs. Poole – Poole’s wife, who offers insights into the household’s inner workings.

Plot Summary: A Step-by-Step Breakdown

1. The Mysterious Disappearance

The narrative opens with a chilling incident: Mr. Hyde is found outside a hotel, having assaulted a woman and then

fled. The next morning, a man is discovered dead in his apartment, and the only clue left behind is a note that

reads, “I am the one who killed him.” The police are baffled, and the local press speculates wildly. It is this incident

that sets the story’s investigative arc in motion.

2. Utterson’s Investigation

Mr. Utterson, a lawyer with a reputation for discretion, receives a letter from Jekyll, urging him not to disclose a

secret that could damage the family name. Utterson’s curiosity is piqued. He begins to question his friend Jekyll



about the strange happenings, but Jekyll remains evasive. Utterson’s concern grows when he learns that Jekyll’s

housekeeper, Poole, is acting nervously and has recently witnessed something alarming.

3. The Housekeeper’s Tale

Poole confides in Utterson that he had seen Jekyll in his study, clutching a vial of a strange potion. He also reports

that Jekyll’s personal journal had been stolen. Poole’s account is the first concrete link between the mysterious

events and Jekyll’s experiments.

4. Dr. Hastie Lanyon’s Revelation

Utterson visits Dr. Hastie Lanyon, hoping to gather more information. Lanyon, a respected scientist, is initially

skeptical of Jekyll’s claims. However, after witnessing a dramatic transformation—Jekyll morphing into Hyde in front

of Lanyon’s eyes—Lanyon’s skepticism turns into horror. He becomes a key witness in the unfolding mystery.

5. The Experiment Unveiled

Through a series of flashbacks and journal entries, we learn that Jekyll had concocted a potion aimed at separating

the good and evil within the human soul. He believed that by doing so, he could indulge his darker urges without

compromising his reputation. The potion works, but it also creates a permanent, uncontrollable alter ego: Mr. Hyde.

6. Hyde’s Rampage

With Jekyll’s powers in hand, Hyde begins to commit a series of violent acts—murder, assault, and theft—without

any remorse. His presence in society causes alarm and fear, as he is described as “a monstrous figure, a hideous

creature.” Hyde’s actions eventually culminate in the murder of the woman he assaulted, which triggers the police

investigation.

7. Jekyll’s Descent

Initially, Jekyll enjoys the freedom of his newfound power. However, as Hyde’s influence grows, Jekyll finds himself

increasingly unable to resist the urge to transform. The potion’s effects become more potent, and the boundary

between Jekyll and Hyde blurs. Jekyll’s attempts to regain control fail, and he becomes a prisoner of his own

creation.

8. The Final Transformation

In a dramatic climax, Jekyll writes a final letter to Utterson, revealing the truth: he has been using the potion for

years, and Hyde has taken over. He explains that he has tried to kill himself but has been unable to stop the

transformations. Utterson, horrified, discovers that Jekyll’s house is empty, and the only evidence left is the potion

and a note stating, “I am the one who killed him.” The story ends with Utterson’s realization that the duality of man

cannot be separated, and that Jekyll’s fate is sealed.

9. The Epilogue: A Moral Warning

Stevenson concludes with a moral admonition about the dangers of unchecked scientific ambition and the

importance of accepting one’s nature. The story’s final line—“I was the one who killed him” — serves as a chilling

reminder that the villain within us may be harder to defeat than the villain outside.

Underlying Themes and Symbolism

Duality of Human Nature

At its core, the novella examines the coexistence of good and evil within a single individual. Jekyll’s attempt to

separate these facets ultimately fails, illustrating that human nature is an inseparable blend.



Science vs. Morality

The story critiques the era’s burgeoning scientific curiosity, warning that unchecked experimentation can lead to

moral decay. Jekyll’s potion, though scientifically fascinating, becomes a moral Pandora’s box.

Identity and Self-Perception

Jekyll’s struggle with his identity reflects the broader societal pressure to conform to a single persona. The novel

suggests that denying one’s true self can lead to destructive outcomes.

Repression and the Unconscious

Psychological analysis of the novella points to the Freudian concept of repression. Jekyll’s suppressed desires

manifest as Hyde, a literal embodiment of the unconscious.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Since its publication, dr jekyll and mr hyde plot summary has inspired a multitude of adaptations across media:

•  Films: From the 1931 classic starring Fredric March to the 2007 modern retelling starring Jake Gyllenhaal, 

each adaptation explores the psychological tension of the story.

•  Stage Productions: Shakespeare’s influence can be seen in the dramatic staging of Jekyll’s transformations, 

often highlighting the moral conflict.

•  Television: Episodes from series like Masters of Horror and American Horror Story have reimagined the plot 

for contemporary audiences.

•  Literary Works: Numerous novels, such as Jekyll & Hyde: The New Adventures, reinterpret the core themes 

for new generations.

•  Video Games: Titles like Resident Evil 2 borrow the duality concept, where characters embody both hero and 

villain.

Why the Plot Still Resonates

The enduring appeal of the story lies in its universal questions: Can we truly separate our good from our bad? How

far would we go to live a life free from moral constraints? These questions remain relevant in an era where

technology and science push boundaries faster than ever. The plot’s psychological depth, combined with its moral

ambiguity, offers a fertile ground for introspection and debate.

Conclusion

Robert Louis Stevenson’s dr jekyll and mr hyde plot summaryremains a masterful exploration of human

complexity. By weaving a compelling narrative with profound philosophical questions, Stevenson created a story

that transcends time and continues to provoke thought in readers, viewers, and scholars alike. Whether you revisit

the novella for the first time or read it again after decades, the tale’s chilling message—about the inescapable

nature of our inner darkness—remains as potent today as it was in 1886.
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