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Green Tree Python as Pet: A Comprehensive Guide to Care, Housing, and
Responsibilities

When you first see a slender, emerald green python slithering gracefully through a jungle canopy, you might imagine
a creature of myth and legend. In reality, the green tree pythonis one of the most popular and rewarding reptiles

for hobbyists worldwide. Its striking coloration, gentle temperament, and relatively modest size make it an ideal

choice for both novice and experienced keepers. This guide will walk you through every aspect of owning a green

tree python as a pet, from initial research and legalities to long term care and enrichment. By the end, you'll have
the knowledge to provide a healthy, stimulating environment for your new scaly companion.

What Is a Green Tree Python?

The green tree python (Morelia viridis) is a member of the Pythonidae family, native to the rainforests of Papua New
Guinea, West Papua, and the surrounding islands. Unlike its terrestrial cousins, this species is arboreal, spending
most of its life in the upper canopy of dense tropical forests. Adults typically reach 4.5 to 5.5 feet (1.4 to 1.7 meters)
in length, with males slightly larger than females. Their vibrant green bodies, often accented with yellow or orange
blotches, provide excellent camouflage among foliage. Green tree pythons are known for their calm demeanor,
making them a favorite among reptile enthusiasts.

Why Choose a Green Tree Python as Pet?

Several factors make the green tree python an attractive option for pet owners:

* Temperament — They are generally docile, rarely bite, and tolerate handling well once acclimated.

e Size — At just over five feet, they fit comfortably in standard terrariums, saving space compared to larger
pythons.

e Appearance — Their vivid coloration and sleek body provide a stunning visual display.

¢ Longevity — With proper care, they can live 15-20 years in captivity, offering a long-term companion.

» Adaptability — They thrive in a range of temperatures and humidity levels, provided the enclosure meets basic
environmental parameters.

Legal Considerations & Ethical Sourcing

Before you add a green tree python to your collection, you must navigate legal and ethical responsibilities. In many
regions, exotic reptiles are regulated by wildlife protection laws. Check local regulations to determine if a permit is
required. Additionally, purchasing from a reputable, ethical breeder or reputable pet store ensures that your python
was raised in humane conditions and sourced legally.

Key points to consider:

e Licensing — Some countries require a reptile license or registration.
¢ Source transparency — Reputable breeders disclose origin, health records, and genetic background.
e Conservation impact — Avoid the pet trade that threatens wild populations; opt for captive-bred specimens.



Housing Your Green Tree Python

The enclosure is the foundation of your python’s health. A well-designed habitat mimics its natural arboreal
environment and provides safety, temperature control, and enrichment.

Enclosure Size

For a fully grown green tree python, a minimum of a 20-gallon tank is insufficient. A 40-gallon or larger terrarium is
recommended. The enclosure should be tall enough (at least 24 inches) to accommodate climbing and provide
vertical space, reflecting the python’s natural tendency to navigate trees.

Substrate
e Use a 2-3inch layer of coconut fiber or a mix of leaf litter and bark chips.
¢ Avoid fine substrates like pine or cedar mulch, which can cause respiratory issues.
¢ Change the substrate regularly to maintain hygiene and reduce bacterial growth.
Temperature & Humidity

Green tree pythons thrive in a temperature gradient of 77-86°F (25—-30°C) on the warm side and 68-75°F (20—
24°C) on the cool side. Use a reliable thermostat-controlled heat lamp or ceramic heater. Maintain humidity
between 60-70% during the day, increasing to 80-90% during the night to mimic rainforest conditions. A misting
system or a small humidifier can help achieve the desired moisture levels.

Lighting
While pythons do not require UVB lighting for calcium metabolism, providing a natural day-night cycle improves
their circadian rhythm. A simple 12:12 light-dark schedule using a low-wattage LED or incandescent bulb is
adequate.

Enrichment

Enrichment encourages natural behaviors and reduces stress. Include:
e Multiple branches of varying diameter for climbing.
» Hanging foliage or artificial vines for perching.

« Hiding spots such as cork bark or custom-built caves.
« Periodic rearrangement of branches to simulate a dynamic environment.

Feeding & Nutrition

Proper nutrition is critical for growth, immune function, and overall vitality. Green tree pythons are carnivorous,
feeding on small mammals in the wild. In captivity, a diet of appropriately sized rodents is standard.

Prey Species
« Common choices: mice, rats, and occasionally small chicks for juveniles.
e Ensure prey is no larger than the python’s head width to prevent choking.
e Use pre-killed or frozen-thawed prey to avoid disease transmission.
Feeding Frequency

Juveniles (under 12 months) require feeding every 3—4 days. Adults can be fed once every 5-7 days. Overfeeding
can lead to obesity and metabolic disorders.

Feeding Equipment



* Use a feeding tongs or tweezers to present prey, minimizing stress.
* Provide a shallow dish of water for hydration; replace daily.
Supplementation

While pythons generally obtain sufficient calcium from prey, occasional supplementation with a reptile-specific
calcium powder is advisable, especially for juveniles.

Health & Veterinary Care

Routine veterinary care is essential for early detection of health issues. Green tree pythons can develop several
common conditions if not monitored.

Common Ailments

¢ Metabolic Bone Disease (MBD) — Often due to inadequate calcium or vitamin D3.

e Gastrointestinal Parasites — E.g., roundworms, can be detected via fecal exams.

* Respiratory Infections — Signs include wheezing or nasal discharge.

¢ Dermatological Issues — Skin shedding problems or fungal infections.
Preventive Measures

« Maintain proper temperature and humidity to reduce stress and susceptibility.
e Regularly clean the enclosure to minimize bacterial and fungal growth.
* Schedule annual check-ups with a reptile-savvy veterinarian.
e Use a fecal flotation kit to monitor for parasites.
Signs of lliness

Keep an eye out for lethargy, loss of appetite, unusual shedding, or abnormal behavior. Prompt veterinary attention
can prevent complications.

Handling & Bonding

Building trust with your green tree python requires patience and consistent, gentle handling. Proper technique
ensures safety for both you and your reptile.

Safe Handling Practices
e Support the body from both ends to prevent injury.
¢ Avoid sudden movements; pythons can become startled easily.
¢ Use a damp cloth or reptile hand glove to reduce friction and stress.
Frequency and Duration
Start with short sessions (5—10 minutes) a few times a week, gradually increasing as your python acclimates.
Consistency builds confidence.
Bonding Tips
¢ Speak softly and maintain a calm environment.

e Offer treats (prey) during handling to create positive associations.
* Observe body language; retreat or tail rattling indicates discomfort.

Life Span & Growth

Green tree pythons are long-lived reptiles. With optimal care, they can reach 15-20 years in captivity. Growth rates



vary; juveniles grow rapidly, achieving 3—4 feet within the first two years. After reaching adulthood, growth slows,
and the snake typically maintains a steady size.

Key milestones:

¢ 0-6 months: rapid growth, frequent feeding.

6—24 months: steady growth, first major shedding.

e 2-5 years: mature adult, stable size.

e 5+ years: senior stage; may require adjusted diet and medical monitoring.

Common Myths & FAQs

Myth 1: Green Tree Pythons Are Dangerous

While all reptiles have a bite reflex, green tree pythons are typically calm and rarely bite. Proper handling reduces
risk significantly.

Myth 2: They Require UVB Lighting

Unlike many lizards, pythons do not need UVB for calcium metabolism. A simple day-night cycle suffices.

Frequently Asked Questions
e Can | keep a green tree python with other reptiles? — Co-housing is generally discouraged due to territorial

behavior.
e What is the best diet for a senior green tree python? — Reduce feeding frequency and size to prevent obesity.
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