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How to Enable Java in Chrome: A Complete Guide

For years, Java applets were a staple of interactive web content—online games, banking portals, and dynamic
forms all relied on the Java Virtual Machine (JVM) to run smoothly inside a browser. With the rise of HTML5, CSS3,
and JavaScript, many sites have migrated away from Java, but there remain legacy applications and specialized
tools that still require Java to function. If you're a developer, a student, or a user who needs to run a Java-based
web application, you might wonder: how to enable Java in Chrome?

Google Chrome, one of the most popular browsers worldwide, has intentionally removed support for NPAPI
plugins, which includes the Java plugin. This decision was driven by security concerns and performance
considerations. As a result, enabling Java in Chrome is no longer a simple toggle in the settings menu. However,
there are still ways to get Java working—whether through workarounds, third party extensions, or by using
alternative browsers that still support the plugin.

In this article, we'll walk you through every step you need to take to enable Java in Chrome, troubleshoot common
problems, and understand the security implications. By the end, you'll know whether a workaround is right for you
or if switching to a different browser is the best path forward.

Why Java Still Matters in 2026

Despite the decline of Java applets on the web, Java remains a powerful programming language used in:

e Enterprise applications

¢ Financial trading platforms

e Scientific simulations

¢ Custom web portals that haven’'t migrated to newer technologies

Some of these applications rely on Java for heavy computational tasks or secure authentication. If you're working in
an environment that still uses Java-based web tools—such as certain government portals, legacy banking systems,
or specialized engineering software—being able to run Java in Chrome can save time and avoid the need to switch
browsers constantly.

Understanding the Chrome—-Java Compatibility Gap

Google Chrome’s removal of NPAPI support in 2015 was a decisive step toward a safer browsing experience. The
Java plugin was built on NPAPI, which meant it was vulnerable to memory corruption exploits and other security
risks. Modern browsers now rely on WebAssembly, HTML5, and JavaScript for dynamic content, rendering NPAPI
plugins obsolete.

Because of this, Chrome no longer has a built in setting to enable or disable Java. Instead, you must:

1. Confirm that Java is installed and up to date on your system.
2. Use a workaround such as a Chrome extension that emulates the Java plugin.
3. Consider using an alternative browser that still supports NPAPI plugins.



Below we'll detail each approach, including step by step instructions.
Step 1: Verify Java Installation on Your System

Before you can enable Java in Chrome, you need to ensure that the Java Runtime Environment (JRE) or Java
Development Kit (JDK) is installed on your machine. Chrome will not magically install Java for you.

Windows

1. Open a command prompt by pressing Win + R, typing cmd, and hitting Enter.

2. Type java -version and press Enter.

3. If Java is installed, you'll see a version number, something like java version "17.0.8" 2023-07-18 LTS. If it's
missing, you'll get an error message.

macOS

1. Open Terminal from Applications &gt; Utilities.
2. Run java -version.
3. Similar to Windows, a version string confirms installation.

Linux

1. Open a terminal window.
2. Execute java -version.
3. If Java is not present, you'll see a message asking you to install it.

If you don't have Java installed, download the latest JRE from the official Oracle website or the open-source
OpenJDK from jdk.java.net. Follow the installation wizard or package manager instructions for your OS.

Step 2: Install a Java Plugin Workaround for Chrome

Because Chrome no longer supports NPAPI plugins, you'll need to use a workaround. Several community built
extensions aim to bring Java support back to Chrome, though they may not be officially maintained. Below is a
popular solution that works on most systems.

Using the “Java Plugin for Chrome” Extension
1. Open Chrome and go to the Chrome Web Store.
2. Search for “Java Plugin for Chrome.” You'll find extensions such as Java Applet Plugin or Java Web Start.
3. Click Add to Chrome and confirm the permissions.
4. Once installed, the extension will add a small icon to the toolbar.

After installation, you may need to restart Chrome. When you navigate to a site that requires Java, the extension
should automatically detect the applet and prompt you to allow it. Click Run to start the Java applet.

Using the “Java Web Start” Extension

If the site uses Java Web Start (JNLP files) instead of applets, you can use the Java Web Start extension:

1. Install the extension from the Chrome Web Store.

2. Navigate to the page with the JNLP link.

3. Click the link; the extension will prompt you to download and run the application.
4. Follow the on screen instructions to allow the JNLP file to execute.

Note: Some extensions may have limited support or may not work with the latest Chrome releases. If you encounter
issues, consider the next section on using an alternative browser.



Step 3: Configure Chrome Flags (If Available)

Older versions of Chrome (pre 2020) offered a chrome://flags page where you could enable NPAPI plugins. Modern
versions have removed this flag. However, if you're using an older Chrome build, you can try:

1. Type chrome://flags in the address bar.
2. Search for “Enable NPAPI” or “Enable Java.”
3. If the flag appears, set it to Enabled and restart Chrome.

Because this method is only available on legacy builds, it's not recommended for most users. Stick to the extension
approach or switch browsers for a smoother experience.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with the right setup, you might run into problems. Here are common scenarios and how to resolve them.

Java Applet Does Not Load
¢ Ensure the extension is enabled and the icon is present in the toolbar.

e Check that the site is not using a deprecated applet format.
e Clear your browser cache and restart Chrome.

Security Prompts Keep Appearing

Java’s security model is strict. If you're running an applet that requires additional permissions, you may see a
warning dialog. To allow it:

1. Click Run on the prompt.

2. If the prompt asks for a password, use the default credentials (often “admin”/“admin”) unless the site
specifies otherwise.

3. After the first run, you can add the site to the Java Control Panel’s exception list to avoid future prompts.

Applets Fail After Chrome Updates

Chrome updates can break extensions that rely on internal APIs. If the Java plugin stops working after an update:
¢ Check the extension’s page for updates or new releases.
e Look for community forks or alternatives.
e Consider using a different browser that still supports NPAPI.

Java Version Mismatch

Some applets require specific Java versions (e.g., Java 8). If you have multiple JREs installed, Chrome may pick
the wrong one. To force a specific version:

1. Open the Java Control Panel (search for “Java” in your system settings).

2. Navigate to the Java Runtime Environment Settings tab.

3. Remove older JREs or adjust the Java Runtime Environment (JRE) Path to point to the required version.
. Restart Chrome.

N

Alternative Browsers That Still Support Java

For users who prefer a more reliable experience, consider the following browsers, which still allow Java NPAPI
plugins.

Mozilla Firefox (Legacy Builds)



Firefox versions up to 52 still supported Java. If you need a quick solution, download the Firefox ESR 52from  the
Mozilla site. Remember that older browsers pose security risks, so use them only in isolated environments.

Internet Explorer (Windows Only)

IE has long supported Java applets natively. If you're on Windows, you can enable the Java plugin from the Control
Panel and use IE for Java heavy sites. Again, exercise caution due to security concerns.

Brave Browser (with Custom Flags)

Brave is built on Chromium but sometimes retains legacy flags. You can try enabling NPAPI via brave://flags if
available. However, the same limitations apply as with Chrome.

Chromium (Open Source Build)

Some Chromium builds allow you to enable NPAPI by passing the --enable-npapi flag at launch. This requires a bit
of technical know how and is best suited for developers.

Security Considerations When Running Java in Chrome

Java has a long history of security vulnerabilities. Running Java applets in a browser can expose you to:

¢ Memory corruption exploits
e Denial of service attacks
e Malware delivery via malicious applets

To mitigate risks:
1. Only run Java from trusted sites.
2. Keep your Java installation up to date; Oracle releases patches frequently.

3. Use a sandboxed environment or a virtual machine if you must run untrusted Java.
4. Disable Java when not in use by turning it off in the Java Control Panel.

By following these guidelines, you can safely use Java in Chrome or alternative browsers.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can | permanently enable Java in Chrome?

Not in the traditional sense. Chrome no longer supports Java natively, so you'll need to use a third party extension
or switch browsers.

Is the Java extension for Chrome safe?

Most extensions are community maintained and open source. Always read reviews, check the source code if
possible, and ensure the extension is
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