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How to Get a Passport in Australia: A Step �by �Step Guide

Whether you’re planning your first overseas adventure, attending a family reunion abroad, or simply need a travel

document for future trips, an Australian passport is essential. It’s not just a piece of plastic; it’s a passport to the

world, allowing you to travel freely, access consular assistance, and prove your identity in foreign lands. However,

the process of obtaining one can seem daunting if you’re unfamiliar with the requirements and steps involved. This

comprehensive guide breaks down everything you need to know—from eligibility and documentation to fees,

processing times, and renewal—so you can navigate the journey with confidence.

Understanding the Australian Passport

The Australian passport is a biometric travel document issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

(DFAT)through the Australian Passport Office. It contains an embedded chip that stores your personal details and

a digital photograph, enhancing security and reducing the risk of fraud. Australian passports are valid for 10 years

for adults and 5 years for children under 16.

Who Can Apply?

To be eligible for an Australian passport, you must:

•  Be an Australian citizen by birth, descent, or naturalisation.

•  Have a valid Australian citizenship certificate or proof of citizenship.

•  Provide a recent, clear photograph that meets the passport photo specifications.

•  Be over 16 years old for a standard passport; children under 16 require a parent or guardian to apply on their 

behalf.

Types of Passports

Australia offers several passport types to suit different needs:

•  Standard Passport: The most common, valid for 10 years for adults.

•  Emergency Passport: Issued for urgent travel within 7–10 days; typically valid for 1–3 months.

•  Special Passport: For diplomats, government officials, or individuals with special circumstances.

The Step �by �Step Application Process

Below is a detailed walk �through of the steps you’ll need to follow to obtain a passport in Australia.

Step 1: Gather the Required Documents

Before you even begin the application, make sure you have all the necessary paperwork. Missing or incorrect

documents can delay processing or result in rejection.

1.  Proof of Australian Citizenship: This could be a citizenship certificate, a birth certificate (if born in Australia), 

or a naturalisation certificate.

2.  Proof of Identity: A driver’s licence, Medicare card, or any other government �issued ID.

3.  Photographs: Two identical, recent passport photos that comply with DFAT photo guidelines (e.g., neutral 



expression, no hats).

4.  Previous Passport (if renewing): The original passport and any expired copies.

5.  Supporting Documents: For minors, you’ll need a consent form signed by both parents or a court order. For 

those with name changes, include a marriage certificate or deed poll.

Step 2: Complete the Application Form

Download the application form from the official passport website or complete it online via the DFAT portal. Be

meticulous:

•  Fill in all fields accurately; mismatched data can trigger a review.

•  Use a black or blue ink pen if filling by hand.

•  Sign the form in the designated space.

Step 3: Pay the Passport Fee

Fees vary based on the passport type and processing speed. As of 2026, the standard adult passport fee is $260

for a 10 �year passport. Emergency passports cost $300, and renewals are $260 if the previous passport is still valid.

Payments can be made online, by credit card, or via the Australian Post.

Step 4: Submit Your Application

You have two main options for submission:

•  In �Person: Visit a Passport Office, a post office, or a local government office that offers passport services.

•  Online: Use the DFAT portal to submit your application electronically, upload digital copies of documents, and 

pay the fee.

When submitting in person, bring the original documents and the completed application form. For online

submissions, ensure your digital files are clear and legible.

Step 5: Provide Biometric Data (If Required)

All adult applicants must provide biometric data, which includes a digital photograph and fingerprints. If you apply in

person, this will be collected at the submission point. Online applicants may be required to visit a passport office to

complete this step.

Processing Times and Tracking Your Application

Processing times can vary based on demand and whether you opt for standard or urgent processing. Typical

timeframes are:

•  Standard Processing: 3–5 business days.

•  Urgent Processing: 1–3 business days (subject to availability).

•  Emergency Passport: 7–10 days.

After submission, you can track your application status through the DFAT portal or by contacting the Passport

Office. It’s a good practice to keep the reference number provided upon submission.

Renewing Your Passport

Passport renewal is straightforward if you meet the following criteria:

•  Current passport is valid or expired within the last 12 months.

•  You have not changed your name or gender since the last passport issuance.

•  You have all required documents ready.



When to Renew

It’s advisable to renew at least 6 months before your passport expires to avoid travel disruptions. Renewals are

processed faster than first �time applications, often within 2–3 business days.

Renewal Process

1.  Complete the renewal application form.

2.  Provide the original passport and any supporting documents.

3.  Pay the renewal fee ($260 for adults).

4.  Submit the application in person or online.

5.  Collect your new passport in the scheduled pickup window.

Lost or Stolen Passport

In the unfortunate event that your passport is lost or stolen, act quickly to protect yourself and your travel plans.

Reporting the Loss

Report the loss to:

•  The Australian Police.

•  The nearest Australian Embassy or Consulate.

•  DFAT’s Lost or Stolen Passport page.

Replacement Process

Replacing a lost passport involves:

1.  Completing a Lost or Stolen Passport Application Form.

2.  Providing a police report and a new passport photo.

3.  Paying the replacement fee ($260).

4.  Submitting the application at a passport office.

The replacement can be issued within 7–10 days for urgent travel.

Special Circumstances and Considerations

Some applicants may have unique situations that require additional steps or documentation.

Minors Under 16

Parents or legal guardians must apply on behalf of the child. Required documents include:

•  Both parents’ IDs.

•  Proof of parental relationship (birth certificate).

•  Consent form signed by both parents.

•  Child’s birth certificate or adoption papers.

Dual Citizenship

Australia recognizes dual citizenship. If you hold another nationality, you can still apply for an Australian passport.

However, you must disclose all citizenships on the application form.

Travelers with Special Needs

Applicants requiring assistance—such as mobility aids or hearing aids—can request accommodations. Contact

your nearest Passport Office in advance to arrange suitable support.



Tips to Avoid Delays and Rejections

Even with meticulous preparation, small oversights can cause setbacks. Here are proven strategies to streamline

your application:

•  Double �Check Photo Requirements: Use a professional photographer familiar with passport specs.

•  Verify Document Authenticity: Ensure all documents are original and not photocopies.

•  Keep Digital Copies: Store scanned versions of your documents for quick reference.

•  Apply Early: Don’t wait until the last minute—especially before holidays or major events.

•  Use the Online Portal When Possible: Online applications reduce paperwork and are often processed faster.

•  Stay Informed: Check the DFAT website for any updates on processing times or fee changes.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

How long does it take to receive my passport?

Standard processing takes 3–5 business days, while urgent applications can be completed in 1–3 business days.

Can I apply for a passport online?

Yes. The DFAT portal allows you to submit applications, upload documents, and pay fees electronically. However,

biometric data may still need to be collected in person.

What happens if I travel without a passport?

Most international borders require a valid passport. Traveling without one can result in denied entry, fines, or

deportation. Always carry your passport when traveling abroad.

Are there any age restrictions for passport applicants?

Applicants must be at least 16 years old for a standard passport. Children under 16 require a parent or guardian to

apply on their behalf.

What if I change my name after getting a passport?

You’ll need to apply for a name change by submitting a new application with updated documents (e.g., marriage

certificate or deed poll). The new passport will reflect your new name.

Conclusion

Obtaining an Australian passport is a straightforward process when you’re well �prepared and informed. By

understanding the eligibility criteria, gathering the right documents, completing the application accurately, and

staying aware of processing times, you can secure your passport in a timely and hassle �free manner. Whether

you’re embarking on a new adventure, renewing an existing passport, or replacing a lost one, the steps outlined

above will guide you through each stage with confidence.

Remember, the passport is not just a travel document—it’s a gateway to global opportunities. Treat it with care,

keep it updated, and use it responsibly to explore the world while staying compliant with international travel

regulations. Safe travels!
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