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How to Get an Australian Passport: A Complete Step by Step Guide

Whether you're planning a trip to the Great Barrier Reef, a business visit to Tokyo, or a family holiday to New
Zealand, having a valid Australian passport is essential. It's more than just a travel document — it’'s proof of identity,
a key to global mobility, and a passport to countless opportunities. But for many Australians, especially those who
have never applied before, the process can feel confusing or intimidating. This guide demystifies the entire journey:
from checking eligibility to submitting the final application, covering every detail that matters to you.

1. Understanding Australian Passport Eligibility

Before you gather documents or fill out forms, you must confirm that you qualify for an Australian passport. The
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) sets clear criteria:

¢ Australian Citizenship — You must be an Australian citizen by birth, descent, or naturalisation. If you hold dual
citizenship, you can still apply, but you must disclose all nationalities.

¢ Age Requirements — Adults (18+) can apply for a standard passport. Children under 16 need a passport for
minors, which requires additional documentation.

e Legal Status — No outstanding legal issues that could affect your passport issuance (e.g., pending court
orders).

« No Previous Passport Cancellation — If your passport was cancelled or revoked, you must resolve that issue
first.

Once you've verified your eligibility, you're ready to move on to the paperwork.

2. Gathering the Required Documents

Australian passports require a combination of identity, citizenship, and supporting documents. Below is a
comprehensive checklist:

1. Proof of Australian Citizenship

Australian birth certificate (if born in Australia)
2. Citizenship certificate (if naturalised)
3. Certificate of citizenship (if born overseas to Australian parents)

« Australian driver’s licence (primary ID)
¢ Australian credit card with your name and address
« Ultility bill (within the last 3 months)

¢ Recent utility bill, bank statement, or council statement
e Lease or mortgage statement

« Marriage certificate (if name change)

¢ Legal name change documents

¢ Evidence of parental consent for minors
e Travel itinerary for urgent applications



Always double check that each document is current and meets DFAT’s formatting rules. Keep digital copies for your
records.

3. Choosing the Application Method

DFAT offers two main channels:

3.1 Online Application (ePassport)

The ePassport portal (https://www.passports.gov.au/) is the fastest and most convenient method for most
applicants. Benefits include:

¢ Real time status updates

« Digital submission of documents
¢ Reduced risk of lost paperwork
¢ Optional expedited services

Steps for the online route:

1. Register a MyGov account if you don'’t already have one.

Link your ePassport account to MyGov.

Complete the online application form, uploading scanned documents.

Pay the passport fee via credit or debit card.

Print the receipt and, if required, submit the original documents to a passport office.
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3.2 Paper Application at a Passport Office

Paper applications are still accepted, especially for:

e Applicants who cannot access the internet
¢ Applicants with complex circumstances (e.g., name change)
¢ Applicants needing a passport for minors (often easier in person)

To apply by paper:

1. Download the PAS-001 form from the DFAT website.

2. Complete the form by hand, ensuring legible handwriting.

3. Attach all required documents.

4. Bring the completed application to a passport office or send it via post.

Paper applications typically take longer to process, so plan ahead.

4. Passport Photo Requirements

Australia’s passport photo rules are strict. A single mistake can delay your application. Key specifications:

e Size:35mm x 45mm (1.38in x 1.77in)

e Background: Plain white or light grey, no shadows.

e Face Position: Directly facing the camera, neutral expression.

e Headwear: Only for religious or medical reasons; must not obscure the face.
¢ Glasses: Not allowed unless you have a medical certificate.

* Recent Photo: Taken within the last 6 months.

Many Australian pharmacies, photo studios, and online services can produce compliant photos. Always
double check with the DFAT photo guidelines before submitting.



5. Passport Fees and Payment Options

Fees vary depending on the passport type, validity, and processing speed. Current fee structure (as of 2026) is:



Passport Type Validity Standard Fee Expedited Fee

Adult Passport 10 years $280 $380
Adult Passport (5 years) 5 years $180 $280
Minors Passport (under 16) 10 years $140 $240
Minors Passport (5 years) 5 years $90 $190

Payment methods:

e Credit or debit card (online)
e Bank transfer (for paper applications)
e PayPal (in some regions)

Always keep the payment receipt; it serves as proof of payment and may be required for expedited services.

6. Processing Times and Delivery Options

Understanding timelines helps you plan travel. Typical processing times:

e Standard Processing — 4-6 weeks from the date of receipt.
« Expedited Processing — 2—-4 weeks (available for $100 extra).
e Urgent Processing — 1-3 days (available for $200 extra, usually for emergency travel).

Delivery methods:

e Standard delivery (postal service)
» Express courier (for urgent applications)
 In-person pickup (at the passport office, if local)

Always confirm the exact delivery time when you apply, as it can vary by region.
7. Renewal vs. New Application

Renewing an existing passport is simpler than applying from scratch. Here’s what you need to know:

« Eligibility for Renewal — Your previous passport must be valid or expired within the last 6 months.
¢ Documents — Only the previous passport and a new photo are required.

* Fees — Generally lower than a new application (e.g., $200 for a 10 year adult passport).

¢ Processing — Usually faster (2—4 weeks).

If you're applying for the first time or if your previous passport was lost, stolen, or cancelled, you'll need to follow the
full application process.

8. Special Considerations for Minors

Children under 16 require a passport for minors and additional documentation:

e Parental Consent — A signed statement from both parents or legal guardians, or a court order.
« Birth Certificate — Proof of the child’s identity.
¢ Proof of Address — Same as adults.



¢ Photo — Must meet the same standards as adult photos.
e Optional: Travel Consent Letter — If the child is traveling with one parent or a guardian.

For overseas applications, you may need to visit a local Australian embassy or consulate. Some consulates allow
online submissions, but check the specific requirements for your country.

9. Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even a minor oversight can delay your passport. Here are top pitfalls and how to sidestep them:

1. Incorrect Photo — Always verify the photo meets DFAT standards. A quick check: the face should cover 70—
80% of the photo height, and the background must be plain.

2. Missing Signature — Sign your application and any supporting documents; unsigned forms are rejected.

3. Outdated Documents — All documents must be issued within the last 3 months (except for the birth
certificate).

4. Wrong Fee — Pay the correct amount for your passport type; overpayment is not refunded.

5. Incomplete Application — Double check every field; missing details lead to processing delays.

6. Not Using a Valid Email — The system sends updates via email; ensure it's active.

Taking a moment to review these points before submission can save you weeks.

10.Tips for a Smooth Application Process

Here are insider tips to streamline your journey:

e Start Early — Begin at least 3 months before your planned travel date.
» Keep Digital Copies — Store scanned documents in a cloud folder for quick reference.
« Use the Passport Tracking Tool — After submission, you can check status online.
e Ask for a Receipt — When applying in person, ask for a stamped receipt.
Check for Updates — DFAT occasionally changes policies; stay informed via their website.
e Consider Expedited Services if Needed — If you're traveling soon, the expedited option may be worth the extra
cost.

11. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

Q: How long does an Australian passport last?

Adult passports are valid for 10 years. Minors’ passports are valid for 10 years but can be renewed at 5 year
intervals if needed.

Q: Can | use an Australian passport to travel to the US?
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