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How to Make a Cat Tree: A DIY Guide for Feline Fun

When you look at a cat perched atop a sleek, multi-level structure, you see more than just a piece of furniture—it''s

a playground, a perch, a sanctuary, and a scratching post all in one. Cats instinctively climb, scratch, and lounge in

elevated spaces, so building a cat tree can transform your home into a feline-friendly environment while adding a

stylish touch to your décor. If you’re a cat lover, a DIY enthusiast, or simply looking for a budget-friendly alternative

to store-bought options, this guide will walk you through every step of creating a custom cat tree that meets your

cat’s needs and fits your space.

Why Build a Cat Tree? Understanding the Benefits

Before diving into the construction process, it’s helpful to know why a cat tree is essential:

•  Natural Climbing Instincts: Cats are natural climbers. A vertical space satisfies their need to survey their 

territory.

•  Scratching Relief: Providing a dedicated scratching area protects your furniture.

•  Stress Reduction: Elevated perches offer safety and calmness for anxious cats.

•  Exercise and Play: A multi-level structure encourages activity, keeping cats fit and mentally stimulated.

•  Style and Function: A well-designed cat tree can complement your home décor while serving practical 

purposes.

Planning Your Cat Tree Design

Every successful DIY cat tree starts with a solid plan. Consider the following steps to tailor a structure that suits

your cat’s personality and your living space.

Measure the wall or area where you intend to place the tree. Remember to account for:

•  Height: Cats can jump up to 5–6 times their body length. Aim for a height of 4–5 feet for a medium-sized cat.

•  Width and Depth: Ensure enough room for horizontal platforms and vertical shafts.

•  Weight Capacity: If the tree will be freestanding, verify that the floor can support the weight of the structure 

and any added accessories.

There are several common styles to consider:

•  Wall-Mounted: Ideal for small apartments; uses wall studs for support.

•  Freestanding: Requires a sturdy base; perfect for larger rooms.

•  Modular: Components can be added or removed as your cat grows or as décor changes.

Safety and durability are key. Use the following materials:

•  Plywood or MDF: For platforms and support beams.

•  PVC or Wooden Dowels: For vertical shafts.

•  Felt or Sisal Rope: For scratching surfaces.

•  Fabric or Upholstery: For cushions and lounging areas.

•  Non-Toxic Paint or Varnish: To finish surfaces.

Draw a simple diagram outlining the number of levels, the placement of platforms, and the location of scratching



posts. This blueprint will serve as a visual guide during construction.

Gathering Your Tools and Materials

Below is a comprehensive list of tools and materials you’ll need. Feel free to adjust quantities based on your design.

•  Measuring tape

•  Level

•  Drill with drill bits

•  Saw (circular or jigsaw)

•  Screwdriver set

•  Sandpaper (120- and 220-grit)

•  Clamps

•  Safety goggles and gloves

•  3–4 sheets of 1/2" plywood or MDF (depending on design)

•  Wooden dowels (3–4 inches thick, 12–18 inches long)

•  Felt or sisal rope (1–2 feet wide, 10–15 feet long)

•  Fabric for cushions (cotton or polyester)

•  Upholstery foam (optional for padding)

•  Non-toxic paint or wood stain

•  Wood screws and brackets

•  Velcro strips or hooks for removable accessories

Step-by-Step Construction Guide

Follow these steps to build a sturdy, safe, and stylish cat tree.

1.  Cut a rectangular base from plywood (size depends on overall tree dimensions). A 12" x 12" base is a good 

starting point for a freestanding tree.

2.  Sand the edges smoothly to prevent splinters.

3.  Attach the base to the ground using metal brackets or a weighted platform for stability.

1.  Cut dowels to your desired height. For a 4-foot tall tree, use two dowels—one 2 feet and another 2 feet 6 

inches.

2.  Attach the lower dowel to the base using wood screws and brackets.

3.  Secure the upper dowel to the lower one, ensuring it’s centered and straight.

4.  Wrap each shaft with sisal rope, starting at the bottom and winding up. Secure with a rubber band or small 

nails.

1.  Cut plywood into platform sizes (e.g., 12" x 12", 10" x 10", 8" x 8").

2.  Sand each platform to remove rough edges.

3.  Attach each platform to the shafts using brackets or screws. Vary the height to create a tiered effect.

4.  Cover platforms with felt or upholstery fabric for a comfortable lounging surface.

1.  Use additional dowels or pre-made posts. Attach them at various heights on the shafts.

2.  Wrap each post with sisal rope, ensuring it’s tight and secure.

3.  Optionally, attach a small cushion or a catnip pad at the top of a post for extra attraction.

1.  Cut foam or use pre-made cushions.

2.  Cover with fabric, ensuring it’s washable.

3.  Attach to platforms using Velcro or hooks.

4.  Place the cushions on the highest platform for a premium perch.



1.  Apply a non-toxic paint or wood stain to all exposed surfaces. A light color helps reflect light and keeps the 

tree bright.

2.  Allow the paint to dry completely before use.

3.  Inspect all screws and joints; tighten as needed.

Safety Tips and Maintenance

Ensuring your homemade cat tree is safe and durable is essential for both your cat’s well-being and your peace of

mind.

Double-check that all screws, brackets, and dowels are firmly fastened. A loose platform can topple over, especially

if your cat is active.

Always choose paint, glue, and finishes that are labeled non-toxic. Cats may chew on or scratch at the tree, and

you don’t want them inhaling harmful chemicals.

Inspect the tree every few weeks. Look for:

•  Loose screws or brackets.

•  Worn or frayed sisal rope.

•  Loose fabric or cushions.

Wipe down the platforms and shafts with a damp cloth. Wash fabric cushions according to the manufacturer’s

instructions. A clean environment reduces the risk of infections.

If you’re building a freestanding tree, place it away from heat sources. Cats can get hot from the sun or from a

heated floor, so ensure proper airflow.

Customizing Your Cat Tree

Every cat has unique preferences. Here are some ideas to personalize your DIY cat tree.

Attach a fabric tunnel between two platforms. This gives your cat a playful hiding spot.

Hang a feather wand or a small ball from the top of the highest platform. Encourage your cat to chase and play.

Place a catnip-infused pad on a platform or attach a scented cushion to attract your feline friend.

Incorporate a small storage box for toys or treats beneath the lowest platform. This keeps your living space

organized.

Paint the tree in a color that complements your room. For a modern look, consider matte finishes; for a rustic vibe,

use natural wood stains.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even experienced DIYers can fall into pitfalls. Here are a few common errors and how to avoid them.

•  Overloading the Structure: A tree that’s too heavy for the base can tip over. Keep the weight within the base’s 

capacity.

•  Inadequate Height: A cat tree that’s too short will frustrate your cat. Aim for at least 3–4 feet.

•  Using Cheap Materials: Low-quality wood can splinter, and flimsy rope may fray quickly. Invest in durable, cat-

safe components.

•  Ignoring Ventilation: A poorly ventilated tree can become hot. Ensure there’s enough space around the 

structure.

•  Neglecting Safety Fastenings: Loose screws or brackets can detach during play. Double-check all connections.



FAQs About Building a Cat Tree

A: Depending on your design complexity, a basic tree can be completed in 3–5 hours. More elaborate models may

take a full day or more.

A: Absolutely. Use reclaimed wood, repurpose old furniture, and choose affordable sisal rope. The key is quality in

critical areas like structural support.

A: Yes, as long as it’s sturdy. Ensure the base is heavy or anchored, and provide ample space between platforms to

avoid overcrowding.
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