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How to Make Snow Globes: A Complete DIY Guide

There’s something undeniably magical about a snow globe: a tiny, hand �crafted world that shimmers and swirls

when shaken. Whether you’re looking to create a holiday keepsake, a personalized gift, or a whimsical decoration

for your home, making your own snow globe lets you put a personal touch on a classic craft. In this guide we’ll walk

you through every step of the process—from gathering materials to achieving that signature “frozen” effect—so you

can build a snow globe that’s as beautiful as it is unique.

What You’ll Need to Make a Snow Globe

Before you dive in, gather these essential supplies. Most items are easy to find at craft stores, online, or even in

your own kitchen.

•  Container – A clear glass or acrylic bottle, a mason jar, a small glass bottle, or a decorative bottle with a 

screw �on cap.

•  Sealant – Clear epoxy resin, super glue, or a waterproof adhesive designed for glass.

•  Miniature scene elements – Figurines, tiny trees, snowmen, or any small decorative items that fit your theme.

•  Clear, thick glue or resin – For attaching the scene to the base.

•  Flour or cornstarch – To create the “snow” effect.

•  Water – Distilled water is best, but tap water works too.

•  Optional: Glitter or mica – For extra sparkle.

•  Optional: Paint – Acrylic or enamel paint for customizing the container or base.

•  Tools – A small drill or screwdriver (if you need to modify the lid), a rubber band, and a clean, dry cloth.

Step �by �Step Guide to Making a Snow Globe

Step 1: Choose Your Container

The first decision shapes the rest of the project. A clear glass bottle with a screw �on cap is the most common choice

because it’s sturdy and offers a clean, unobstructed view. Mason jars work great for a rustic look, while a small,

decorative bottle can add a touch of elegance. If you prefer a DIY twist, you can even use a recycled glass jar, but

make sure it’s clean and free of cracks.

Step 2: Prepare the Base

The base is the foundation of your snow globe, so it needs to be sturdy and waterproof.

1.  Clean the interior of the container with soap and water, then rinse thoroughly.

2.  Dry completely—any moisture can compromise the seal.

3.  Attach a small plastic or wooden base to the bottom of the bottle. You can use a pre �made base or create one 

from a cork or a piece of foam. Glue it with clear epoxy or a waterproof adhesive.

4.  Seal the lid—if the bottle’s cap isn’t airtight, you’ll need to use a rubber gasket or a silicone sealant. This step 

ensures no liquid leaks when you shake the globe.

Step 3: Create the Scene

Now for the fun part: deciding what will populate your miniature world. You can choose a classic winter scene with a



snowman and pine trees, or go thematic—Christmas lights, a cozy cabin, or even a beach scene with a palm tree.

1.  Arrange the figures on the base. Position them so they’re balanced and won’t tip over when shaken.

2.  Adhere the figures to the base using a strong, clear adhesive. Allow the glue to dry completely before 

proceeding.

3.  Optional: Paint the base—use acrylic paint to give the base a color that complements your scene. Let it dry 

fully.

Step 4: Seal the Globe

To prevent leaks, you need a watertight seal between the bottle and the lid.

1.  Apply a bead of epoxy resin around the rim of the bottle where it meets the cap. Spread it evenly with a small 

brush or a toothpick.

2.  Place the cap on the bottle and press firmly. Hold for a few seconds to ensure a tight fit.

3.  Let it cure—follow the resin’s instructions, usually 24 hours, before moving on.

Step 5: Add the Snow Effect

The classic snow globe effect comes from a mixture of water and a thickening agent that simulates snowflakes.

1.  Measure the snow mixture—a common ratio is 1 part flour or cornstarch to 4 parts water. Adjust as needed 

for the size of your globe.

2.  Mix thoroughly to avoid lumps. The consistency should be thick enough to stay suspended when shaken.

3.  Pour the mixture into the globe—fill it to about an inch below the rim. If you want extra sparkle, add a pinch of 

glitter or mica.

4.  Shake gently to test the effect. If the snow doesn’t settle quickly, add a bit more flour or cornstarch.

Step 6: Final Touches & Testing

Once the globe is filled, it’s time to give it a final polish.

•  Inspect the seal for any gaps—apply additional epoxy if needed.

•  Clean the outside of the glass with a soft cloth to remove fingerprints.

•  Shake the globe a few times to ensure the snow behaves as expected and that the scene stays in place.

•  Adjust the snow mixture if the snow settles too quickly or drifts excessively.

Tips & Tricks for a Realistic Snow Globe

•  Use distilled water—it reduces mineral buildup that can cloud the glass over time.

•  For a glitter effect, mix a small amount of fine glitter with the snow mixture, but keep it to a minimum to avoid 

clumping.

•  To create colorful snow, add a few drops of food coloring to the water before mixing with flour or cornstarch.

•  When choosing figurines, opt for low �profile items that won’t obstruct the view or cause the globe to become 

top-heavy.

•  Use a rubber band or silicone gasket around the rim for an extra seal, especially if you’re using a jar with a 

screw �on lid.

Variations & Creative Ideas

Mini Snow Globes

Small globes—such as those made from a 2 �inch glass bead or a miniature bottle—are perfect for keychains,

jewelry, or as decorative accents. The process is the same, but you’ll need to scale down the materials.



Themed Snow Globes

Let your imagination run wild with themed globes: a Christmas tree, a Santa village, a winter wonderland with

sleds, or even a non �winter scene like a beach with a palm tree. Changing the figurines and base color can

transform the entire vibe.

Personalized Snow Globes

For gifts, personalize the globe with a photo print or a small engraved message on the base. You can also add the

recipient’s name in paint or with a custom decal.

Common Mistakes & How to Fix Them

•  Leaks – Ensure the seal is tight and use a silicone gasket if necessary.

•  Snow settling too fast – Increase the flour or cornstarch ratio, or reduce the water volume.

•  Figurines falling out – Attach them more securely with epoxy or double �side tape.

•  Cloudy glass – Use distilled water and clean the glass thoroughly before sealing.

Caring for Your Snow Globe

With proper care, your snow globe can last for years. Store it in a dry place away from direct sunlight to prevent

discoloration. When cleaning, use a soft cloth and mild soap; avoid harsh chemicals that can damage the seal. If

you notice the snow has become too dense, add a few drops of water to thin it out before shaking again.

Conclusion

Crafting a snow globe is a rewarding project that blends artistry with a touch of science. By selecting the right

container, preparing a sturdy base, carefully arranging your miniature scene, and mastering the snow mixture,

you’ll create a charming piece that brings a touch of winter wonder to any space. Whether you’re making a gift for a

loved one, a decorative accent for your home, or simply enjoying the creative process, this step �by �step guide will

help you achieve a polished, professional result every time. Happy crafting!
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