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Introduction

Lawn bowls is a timeless sport that blends precision, strategy, and gentle competition. Whether you’re a newcomer

eager to learn how to play lawn bowls or a seasoned player looking to refine your technique, this guide offers a

thorough, step �by �step exploration of everything you need to know. From the origins of the game to the nuances of

advanced play, we’ll walk you through the essential skills, equipment, rules, and etiquette that make lawn bowls

both accessible and deeply engaging.

History of Lawn Bowls

The Early Beginnings

The roots of lawn bowls can be traced back to ancient civilizations, where stone and clay bowls were used for

recreational purposes. However, the modern version of the game evolved in 19th �century England, where it was

played on manicured lawns and became a popular pastime among the aristocracy and working �class communities

alike.

From Royal Courts to Community Greens

By the late 1800s, lawn bowls had spread throughout the British Empire, gaining popularity in countries such as

Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and Canada. Today, the sport is governed by the World Bowls Federation,

and it continues to thrive in clubs and community greens around the globe.

Essential Equipment

Balls (Bowls)

In lawn bowls, each player uses a set of bowls that come in two main types: biased and unbiased. The biased

bowls have an asymmetrical shape that causes them to curve when rolled, a feature that adds a strategic layer to

the game.

The Rink

A standard lawn bowls rink is a flat, rectangular area of grass, typically 27 /m long and 4.28 /m wide. The playing 

surface is divided into a loft (the area where bowls are thrown) and a green (where the bowls roll toward the jack).

Other Accessories

•  Jack – The small white target ball.

•  Roller – Used to level the green.

•  Scoreboard – Keeps track of points.

•  Bowling shoes – Provide traction and stability.

Basics of Lawn Bowls

Objective of the Game

The core goal is simple: get your bowls as close as possible to the jack, the small white target ball, while preventing



your opponents from doing the same. Points are awarded based on how many of your bowls are closer to the jack

than the nearest opponent’s bowl.

Playing Formats

•  Singles – One player per team.

•  Doubles – Two players per team.

•  Triples – Three players per team.

•  Fours – Four players per team.

Each format has a slightly different number of bowls per player and varying strategies.

How to Play Lawn Bowls: Step �by �Step

Step 1: Set Up the Jack

At the start of each end, the jack is rolled from the loft to the green. The player who throws the jack chooses its

placement, but it must land within the designated area and be visible to all players.

Step 2: Determine the Throwing Order

In singles, the player who throws the jack also throws the first bowl. In doubles, triples, and fours, the team that

throws the jack also throws the first bowl for that end.

Step 3: Deliver Your Bowls

When it’s your turn, position yourself behind the end line. Hold the bowl with a gripthat feels comfortable—most

players use a thumb �on �the �back or a three �finger grip. Swing the bowl in a smooth, controlled motion, aiming for a

gentle arc that will roll toward the jack.

Step 4: Observe the Result

After each bowl, players assess the distance to the jack. The team with the closest bowl scores points. If the

nearest bowl is from the opposing team, no points are awarded for that end.

Step 5: Repeat Until the End is Complete

Each team delivers all of its bowls for the end. Once all bowls are played, the scores are tallied, and the next end

begins with a new jack placement.

Throwing Techniques

Grip and Stance

A stable stance is essential. Keep your feet shoulder �width apart and your weight balanced on the balls of your feet.

The grip should feel natural—too tight, and you’ll lose fluidity; too loose, and you’ll lose control.

Release Point

Release the bowl when your arm is slightly above the horizontal line. This ensures a consistent arc and prevents

the bowl from rolling too fast.

Bias Utilization

Since biased bowls curve, you must anticipate the direction of the curve. Practice by rolling bowls in a straight line

to understand how the bias affects movement on different grass types.

Speed Control



Adjust your arm speed to control how far the bowl travels. A softer throw will bring the bowl closer to the jack, while

a faster throw may be used to knock an opponent’s bowl away.

Strategy & Tactics

Placement Play

Strategic placement involves positioning your bowls in a cluster near the jack, maximizing the likelihood of scoring

multiple points in a single end.

Safety Play

When you’re not in a position to score, consider placing a bowl in a defensive position to block the opponent’s path

to the jack.

Knocking Bowls

Knocking involves throwing a bowl with enough force to displace an opponent’s bowl from the jack. Timing and

angle are critical—aim for the side of the opponent’s bowl to reduce resistance.

Adapting to Grass Conditions

Grass can be fast or slow depending on moisture and maintenance. Adjust your speed and bias accordingly.

Game Variations

Indoor Lawn Bowls

Indoor versions use synthetic surfaces and smaller rinks, offering a different feel that’s ideal for year �round play.

Petrol Bowls

In some regions, bowls are played on a petrol (oil) surface, requiring a distinct technique due to increased friction.

Short Rink

Short rink bowls have a shorter playing area and a smaller jack, creating a faster-paced game with less emphasis

on long-distance play.

Etiquette & Sportsmanship

Respect the Green

Keep the playing surface tidy. Avoid stepping onto the green during a throw and always return any debris.

Turn Order and Timing

Players should maintain a steady pace, ensuring that each end is completed within a reasonable time frame. Avoid

unnecessary delays.

Respectful Competition

Maintain a friendly atmosphere. Congratulate opponents on good shots and keep verbal commentary constructive.

Training & Practice Tips

Consistent Practice Sessions

Set aside regular practice times to work on delivery, bias, and speed control.



Video Analysis

Record your throws and review the footage to identify areas for improvement.

Work with a Coach

Professional coaching can provide personalized feedback and accelerate skill development.

Play in Different Conditions

Expose yourself to varying grass speeds and weather conditions to become adaptable.

Common Mistakes & How to Avoid Them

Over �Powering the Bowl

Many beginners use too much force, causing bowls to overshoot the jack. Focus on smooth, controlled throws.

Ignoring the Bias

Failing to account for the bowl’s curve leads to inaccurate placement. Practice with the bias in mind.

Inconsistent Stance

Shifting your stance during delivery can throw off your accuracy. Keep a consistent foot position.

Not Reading the Green

Grass conditions vary across the rink. Always assess the surface before throwing.

Health Benefits of Lawn Bowls

Low �Impact Cardiovascular Exercise

Walking around the rink and rolling bowls provides gentle cardiovascular activity without stressing joints.

Improved Balance and Coordination

Maintaining a steady stance while delivering bowls enhances proprioception and coordination.

Social Interaction

Playing in clubs fosters community and reduces feelings of isolation.

Stress Relief

The calm, rhythmic nature of bowls offers a mental break from daily pressures.

Conclusion

Learning how to play lawn bowls opens up a world of strategic play, social engagement, and physical activity. By

mastering the fundamentals—equipment, technique, strategy, and etiquette—you’ll enjoy a sport that rewards

patience and precision. Whether you’re aiming for casual recreation or competitive success, the journey of lawn

bowls is both challenging and rewarding. So lace up your bowling shoes, roll out a fresh green, and let the gentle

arc of the bowl guide you toward victory.
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