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Introduction

Learning how to say hello in Indonesian isn’t just about mastering a phrase—it’s about opening doors to a vibrant

culture, forming meaningful connections, and showing respect in a country where hospitality is deeply ingrained.

Whether you’re planning a trip to Jakarta, Bandung, or Bali, or simply want to impress friends who love Southeast

Asia, knowing the right way to greet someone in Indonesian can make your interactions smoother and more

authentic.

In this guide we’ll explore the nuances of Indonesian greetings, cover the most common phrases, dive into

pronunciation tips, and discuss how context and region can influence what you say. By the end of this article, you’ll

be equipped to greet people confidently, whether in a formal meeting or a casual coffee shop, and you’ll understand

the cultural significance behind each greeting.

Understanding Indonesian Greetings

Why Greetings Matter

In Indonesian society, greetings are more than polite niceties; they’re a reflection of social hierarchy, respect, and

community values. A well �chosen greeting can set a positive tone, while a misstep may unintentionally offend.

Indonesian culture places a strong emphasis on harmony (kebersamaan) and mutual respect (saling

menghormati), so greeting properly demonstrates your awareness of these values.

Basic Greeting Structures

Indonesian greetings follow a straightforward structure: subject + verb + complement. The most common verb is 

selamat(meaning “good” or “safe”) combined with time of day or situation. For instance, “Selamat pagi” literally

translates to “Good morning.”

Beyond the formal structure, Indonesian also uses halo, borrowed from English, as a casual, universal greeting.

The flexibility of Indonesian allows you to switch between formal and informal tones depending on the situation.

How to Say Hello in Indonesian

Common Phrases

•  Selamat pagi – Good morning (used until noon)

•  Selamat siang – Good afternoon (used from noon to 3 /p.m.)

•  Selamat sore – Good evening (used from 3 /p.m. to sunset)

•  Selamat malam – Good night (used after sunset)

•  Halo – Hello (casual, universally understood)

•  Hai – Hi (informal, borrowed from English)

•  Assalamualaikum – Peace be upon you (common among Muslim Indonesians; reply with 

“Waalaikumussalam”)

Contextual Variations

In addition to the standard time �of �day greetings, Indonesians often adapt greetings based on the setting:



•  Selamat datang – Welcome (used when someone arrives)

•  Selamat tinggal – Goodbye (used when someone leaves)

•  Salam – A general greeting or farewell, often used in formal contexts

•  Selamat ulang tahun – Happy birthday (used during celebrations)

These variations demonstrate how Indonesian greetings can be tailored to specific occasions, reinforcing the idea

that language reflects the situation.

Pronunciation Guide

Phonetic Breakdown

Indonesian pronunciation is largely phonetic, meaning words are pronounced as they are written. Below is a simple

guide to help you master the sounds:

1.  Selamat – “seh-lah-maht” (the “s” is soft, “e” is like the “e” in “bed”)

2.  Pagi – “pah-ghee” (the “g” is hard, “i” is pronounced as “ee”)

3.  Siang – “syang” (the “s” is pronounced as “sh” in “shy”)

4.  Sore – “so-rah” (the “e” is a short “a” sound)

5.  Malam – “mah-lahm” (the “a” is pronounced like the “a” in “father”)

Remember that Indonesian vowels are short and clear. Stress is usually on the first syllable, but in a phrase like

“Selamat pagi,” the emphasis naturally falls on “Selamat.”

Tips for Mastering the Sound

•  Practice speaking aloud with native speakers or language apps that provide audio samples.

•  Listen to Indonesian radio, podcasts, or music to internalize rhythm and intonation.

•  Record yourself and compare it with native pronunciations to spot differences.

•  Use tongue twisters such as “Sampai kapan sampai?” (“Until when until?”) to strengthen mouth muscles.

Polite and Formal Greetings

When addressing elders, officials, or in business settings, it’s customary to use polite forms. A good rule of thumb 

is to add tuan (sir) or nyonya (madam) after the greeting:

•  Selamat pagi, Tuan – Good morning, Sir

•  Selamat sore, Nyonya – Good evening, Madam

In formal meetings, you might also use Salam hormat (respectful greeting) or Salam kenal(pleased to meet you).

These expressions convey respect and professionalism.

Informal and Friendly Greetings

For friends, classmates, or younger people, a relaxed greeting is appropriate. Halo or Haiworks well. If you’re in a

casual setting, you can add a friendly “apa kabar?” (How are you?) after the greeting:

•  Halo, apa kabar? – Hello, how are you?

•  Hai, apa kabar? – Hi, how are you?

These phrases are commonly used among peers and convey a sense of camaraderie.

Regional Differences Across Indonesia



Indonesia is a vast archipelago with over 700 ethnic groups, each contributing unique dialects and greeting 

customs. While selamat and halo are widely understood, some regions have distinct greetings:

•  Java – Selamat datang is common when welcoming guests.

•  Bali – Om Swastiastu is a traditional Balinese greeting used in temples and formal ceremonies.

•  Sunda – Wilujeng enjing (good morning) and Wilujeng wengi (good evening) are used in West Java.

•  Minang – Assalamualaikum is widely used due to the strong Muslim presence.

When traveling, a quick courtesy like “Selamat datang” or “Halo” will generally be appreciated, but learning a few

regional phrases can show cultural respect and deepen your connection with locals.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

•  Mixing English and Indonesian – While “Halo” is acceptable, overusing English terms can come across as 

informal or disrespectful. Stick to Indonesian when possible.

•  Incorrect pronunciation of “selamat” – Mispronouncing the “s” as a hard “s” instead of a soft “s” can sound 

awkward. Practice the soft “s” sound.

•  Using “selamat malam” in the afternoon – This greeting is reserved for the evening; using it too early might 

confuse the listener.

•  Forgetting titles – When speaking to elders or officials, omitting titles like tuan or nyonya may be perceived as 

disrespectful.

•  Ignoring body language – A nod or a slight bow (especially in formal settings) accompanies verbal greetings 

and shows respect.

Using Indonesian Greetings in Everyday Life

Business Settings

In a professional environment, greet with a firm handshake, a slight nod, and a formal greeting:

•  Selamat pagi, Bapak (sir) / Ibu (madam)

•  Follow with a brief self �introduction and a polite question such as “Apa kabar?” (How are you?)

Maintaining eye contact and a calm tone reinforces professionalism.

Travel Scenarios

When you arrive at a hotel, bus station, or local market, a simple “Selamat datang” or “Halo” will set a friendly tone.

If you’re in a rural area, a respectful “Assalamualaikum” is appreciated by many locals.

Social Events

At a family gathering or a wedding, use Selamat datang when guests arrive and Selamat tinggalwhen they

depart. During a birthday party, “Selamat ulang tahun” is a warm way to greet the celebrant.

Additional Resources for Learning Indonesian

•  Language Apps – Duolingo, Babbel, and Rosetta Stone offer Indonesian courses.

•  Online Courses – Websites like Udemy and Coursera have beginner to advanced Indonesian lessons.

•  YouTube Channels – Channels such as “Learn Indonesian with Rika” provide pronunciation tutorials.

•  Local Language Schools – In Indonesia, language schools offer immersive programs.

•  Practice Groups – Join language exchange meetups or online forums to practice speaking.

Conclusion



Mastering how to say hello in Indonesian opens a gateway to richer interactions and deeper cultural appreciation.

By learning the basic greetings, understanding pronunciation, respecting formal and informal contexts, and

recognizing regional variations, you’ll be well �prepared to greet people with confidence and respect. Remember, a

simple greeting is often the first step toward a lasting connection. So next time you find yourself in Indonesia—or

speaking to a
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