
GENERAL

how to use a chainsaw
Published: September 3, 2026  |  Index ID: #-

How to Use a Chainsaw: A Complete Beginner’s Guide

Chainsaws are powerful, versatile tools that can make cutting trees, trimming branches, and shaping wood a breeze

—provided you know how to use them safely and efficiently. Whether you’re a seasoned arborist or a weekend DIY

enthusiast, mastering chainsaw operation is essential for getting the job done right while keeping yourself and

others safe.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk you through every step of using a chainsaw, from choosing the right model

to performing routine maintenance. By the end, you’ll have the confidence to tackle any cutting task, understand the

safety precautions you must observe, and know how to keep your chainsaw in top working condition.

1. Understanding Chainsaw Types and Choosing the Right One

Chainsaws come in a variety of styles and power sources. Selecting the right type for your job is the first step

toward safe, efficient cutting.

1.1 Gas-Powered Chainsaws

Gas chainsaws offer the most power and portability. They’re ideal for heavy-duty jobs like felling large trees, ripping

logs, and performing outdoor work where electricity isn’t available. However, they require more maintenance,

produce exhaust fumes, and can be noisy.

1.2 Electric Chainsaws

Electric chainsaws are lighter, quieter, and require less upkeep. They’re perfect for indoor projects, small branches,

and trimming. Corded models provide continuous power but limit mobility, while cordless variants offer flexibility but

need battery charging.

1.3 Hybrid Chainsaws

Hybrid models combine a small gasoline engine with an electric start or battery backup, offering a compromise

between power and convenience.

1.4 Choosing the Right Size

Chainsaw bar length and chain speed determine the tool’s suitability for different tasks. For general household use,

a 16–20 /inch bar is usually sufficient. For larger trees, consider a 24 /inch bar or more.

2. Safety First: Essential Gear and Precautions

Chainsaws are inherently dangerous. Proper safety gear and adherence to best practices can prevent injuries and

accidents.

•  Helmet with Face Guard – Protects your head and face from splinters and falling debris.

•  Eye and Ear Protection – Reduces risk of injury from flying wood and loud noise.

•  Chainsaw Chaps or Heavy-Duty Pants – Shields your legs from cuts.

•  Gloves – Provides grip and protects hands from vibration.

•  Boots with Steel Toe and Good Grip – Keeps feet safe and stable.



•  Chainsaw Safety Harness (Optional) – Adds an extra layer of protection for heavy chainsaws.

Before operating, perform a quick safety check:

1.  Inspect the chainsaw for any damage or loose parts.

2.  Ensure the chain is properly tensioned and sharp.

3.  Verify that the chain brake is functional.

4.  Check the fuel level (for gas models) and battery charge (for electric models).

5.  Confirm that the work area is clear of obstacles and bystanders.

3. Preparing the Chainsaw for Use

Proper preparation reduces the risk of malfunction and ensures a smooth cutting experience.

3.1 Fueling and Priming (Gas Models)

Use the manufacturer’s recommended gasoline �oil mix. Pour the mixture into the fuel tank, then prime the saw by

pulling the primer bulb until the chain starts to move.

3.2 Battery Charge (Cordless Electric Models)

Fully charge the battery before use. Verify the battery indicator shows a full charge and the chainsaw’s power

switch is in the off position.

3.3 Chain Tension

Adjust the tension so the chain is snug but not overly tight. A loose chain can derail; an overly tight chain can bind

and cause the saw to jam.

3.4 Oil Level

Check the chain oil reservoir and fill it if necessary. Proper lubrication keeps the chain running smoothly and

prevents overheating.

3.5 Safety Switches and Brakes

Ensure the chain brake is disengaged before starting. The brake should be engaged after cutting to stop the chain

immediately.

4. Starting the Chainsaw

Starting a chainsaw varies slightly between gas and electric models. Follow these steps for a safe start.

4.1 Gas-Powered Chainsaw

1.  Set the choke to the “ON” position.

2.  Pull the starter rope (or use the electric start if available) until the engine turns over.

3.  Release the choke once the engine is running.

4.  Let the saw idle for a few seconds before cutting.

4.2 Electric Chainsaw

1.  Ensure the cord is free of kinks and the plug is firmly connected.

2.  Press the power button or switch to the “ON” position.

3.  Allow the saw to warm up briefly before cutting.

5. Operating Techniques: Cutting, Sawing, and Felling



Mastering the basics of chainsaw operation is crucial for efficient and safe work. Below are essential techniques for

common tasks.

5.1 Basic Cutting (Slicing)

Hold the chainsaw with both hands. Keep your feet shoulder �width apart for stability. Position your body so the saw’s

chain runs straight along the cut line. Maintain a steady rhythm and let the saw do the work—avoid forcing the

chain.

5.2 Branch Trimming

Trim branches from the top down. Start with the highest branch and work your way down, allowing the weight of the

branch to guide the cut. Use a “V �cut” technique: make a shallow cut on one side, then a deeper cut on the opposite

side to prevent splintering.

5.3 Felling Trees

Felling requires careful planning. Identify the tree’s natural fall direction, clear a notch on the side opposite the fall,

then cut a back cut on the same side to control the direction. Always keep your body away from the falling tree and

maintain a safe distance.

5.4 Ripping Logs

Set the chain depth to match the log diameter. Keep the saw level and let the chain cut through the wood, avoiding

sudden stops that can cause the chain to bind.

5.5 Cutting Curved or Stressed Wood

Use a “bevel cut” to follow the curve. Adjust the saw’s angle gradually, and keep the chain moving smoothly to avoid

catching.

6. Common Problems & Troubleshooting

Even the best chainsaw can encounter issues. Recognizing and addressing them quickly keeps work moving and

reduces safety risks.

6.1 Chain Jams

Causes: Over �tight chain, dull chain, or foreign objects in the cut. Solutions: Loosen chain tension, sharpen or

replace the chain, and clear debris.

6.2 Engine Stalling

Causes: Low fuel, clogged fuel filter, or faulty spark plug. Solutions: Refill fuel, replace the filter, and inspect the

spark plug.

6.3 Vibration and Noise

Causes: Unbalanced chain or worn bearings. Solutions: Rebalance the chain, replace bearings, or replace the

chain if it’s worn.

6.4 Chain Breaks

Causes: Improper tension, dull chain, or over �exertion. Solutions: Adjust tension, replace the chain, and avoid

forcing the saw.

7. Maintenance & Storage



Regular maintenance extends the life of your chainsaw and ensures it remains safe to use.

7.1 Daily Checks

1.  Inspect for damage or loose parts.

2.  Check chain tension and sharpness.

3.  Verify oil levels and add if low.

4.  Clean the air filter and remove debris.

7.2 Weekly Maintenance

1.  Lubricate the chain and bar with fresh chain oil.

2.  Sharpen or replace the chain if it shows signs of wear.

3.  Inspect the spark plug and replace if needed.

4.  Check the chain brake and safety switches for proper operation.

7.3 Long �Term Storage

•  Clean the chainsaw thoroughly to remove oil and debris.

•  Remove the fuel or use a fuel stabilizer to prevent deterioration.

•  Store in a dry, cool place away from direct sunlight.

•  Keep the chain fully oiled to prevent rust.

8. Advanced Tips & Tricks

Once you’re comfortable with basic chainsaw operation, consider these advanced techniques to improve efficiency

and safety.

8.1 Using a Chainsaw for Wood Carving

Choose a finer �toothed chain and a smaller bar. Keep the saw steady and use light, controlled cuts to shape the

wood without splintering.

8.2 Chain Brake Techniques

Practice engaging the chain brake mid �cut to stop the chain quickly if you encounter resistance or need to pause.

This skill is invaluable in emergencies.

8.3 Working with Wet Wood

Wet wood is harder to cut and can cause the chain to overheat. Increase the chain speed and use a longer rest

period between cuts to allow the chain to cool.

8.4 Felling Safety Drills

Set up mock trees or practice with a small tree to rehearse felling techniques. Focus on maintaining a clear line of

sight and staying behind the tree’s fall path.

Conclusion

Using a chainsaw effectively combines the right equipment, proper safety gear, thorough preparation, and skilled

technique. By understanding the different chainsaw types, following safety protocols, and maintaining your tool, you

can complete cutting tasks efficiently and safely. Remember, the key to mastering chainsaw use lies in practice,

respect for the tool’s power, and a commitment to safety. With these guidelines, you’re now equipped to tackle any

cutting job with confidence and precision.
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