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Mastering the IKEA Sundvik Crib Assembly: A Step �by �Step Guide

When you finally open the box that arrives from IKEA, the first thing on your mind is likely how quickly you can get 

the Sundvik crib set up. Whether you’re a first �time parent or a seasoned DIYer, the process can feel a bit 

intimidating—especially when you’re juggling a baby’s safety, your own time, and a new piece of furniture that must 

be assembled with precision. This guide is designed to walk you through every detail of the ikea sundvik crib 

assembly instructions so you can set up the crib confidently, safely, and efficiently.

Why the Sundvik Crib Is a Popular Choice

The Sundvik crib is a staple in many households because it blends simplicity, durability, and affordability. Its

minimalist design is not only visually appealing but also practical, offering a sturdy platform for your baby’s sleep.

The crib’s dimensions—approximately 92 cm by 66 cm—make it a versatile fit for most nursery spaces, while the

adjustable mattress support ensures a safe sleeping surface at all ages. Because the Sundvik is built from

high �quality pine and softwood, it can be re �finished or updated to match changing décor trends.

However, the key to a successful setup lies in following the manufacturer’s instructions carefully. Proper assembly

guarantees that the crib will remain stable, that all fasteners are secure, and that the safety features function as

intended. Below, we’ll break down the entire assembly process, highlight essential tools, and share tips to avoid

common pitfalls.

Tools and Materials You’ll Need

While the Sundvik kit comes with all the necessary hardware, having the right tools on hand will make the process

smoother and faster. Here’s a quick checklist:

•  Phillips head screwdriver (preferably a magnetic tip)

•  Flat �head screwdriver (for any hidden screws)

•  Torx driver set (T10 and T20 sizes are usually included)

•  Allen wrench (hex key) – usually 4 mm

•  Clamps or a sturdy work surface to keep parts organized

•  Measuring tape (optional, for double �checking dimensions)

•  Safety gloves (optional but recommended for protection against splinters)

Step �by �Step Sundvik Crib Assembly Instructions

Follow these steps carefully to ensure a stable, safe crib. If at any point you’re unsure, refer back to the instruction

manual that came with the kit or consult the online PDF available on the IKEA website.

Step 1: Unbox and Inspect

Begin by laying out a clean, flat surface—preferably a carpeted area or a padded workbench. Carefully remove all

components from the box and place them in a designated area. The Sundvik kit typically includes:

•  Four side panels



•  Four corner brackets

•  Four base plates

•  Four adjustable rails

•  Four mattress support blocks

•  All necessary screws, bolts, and washers

•  Instruction booklet

Check each piece for scratches, missing screws, or other damage. If anything appears amiss, contact IKEA

customer service before proceeding.

Step 2: Organize the Parts

Sorting the components by type and size prevents confusion later. Create separate piles for:

•  Side panels

•  Corners & brackets

•  Base plates

•  Rails and supports

•  Screws & fasteners

Having everything in order will speed up the assembly and reduce the risk of misplacing a screw.

Step 3: Assemble the Base

1.  Attach the base plates to the corner brackets. Using the Phillips screwdriver, secure each plate to its 

corresponding bracket. Tighten until the plates feel snug but not overly tight—over �tightening can strip the wood.

2.  Align the side panels. Place the panels in a rectangular shape, ensuring the beveled edges match up. The 

panels should sit flush against each other.

3.  Secure the panels to the base plates. Insert the screws through the panels into the base plates. The 

instruction manual typically recommends using a combination of Phillips and Torx screws for maximum stability.

4.  Check for wobble. Once all screws are tightened, gently shake the base. If you feel any movement, re �tighten 

the screws or check that the panels are aligned correctly.

Step 4: Install the Adjustable Rails

1.  Position the rails. The Sundvik crib features four adjustable rails that hold the mattress. Place each rail on the 

interior of the crib frame, aligning the screw holes with the pre �drilled holes in the side panels.

2.  Screw the rails in place. Use the Torx driver to secure each rail. The screws are designed to allow slight 

adjustments—this feature is crucial for maintaining a safe clearance between the mattress and the crib walls.

3.  Test the adjustability. Slide the rails slightly to ensure they move smoothly. They should not wobble or bind.

Step 5: Attach the Mattress Support Blocks

1.  Place the blocks. The Sundvik crib includes adjustable blocks that rest on the rails. Position each block on its 

designated rail.

2.  Secure the blocks. Tighten the screws to lock each block in place. The blocks help maintain the mattress at 

the correct height and prevent it from sagging.

3.  Adjust as needed. If your mattress is thicker or thinner, adjust the block height accordingly to keep the 

mattress level.

Step 6: Final Assembly Checks

•  Verify that all screws are tight but not over �tightened.

•  Ensure the crib is level on the floor—use a spirit level if you have one.

•  Double �check that the rails and blocks are secure and that the crib frame is sturdy.



•  Inspect the mattress support for any gaps or misalignments.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced builders can stumble over small details. Here are some frequent mistakes and how to sidestep

them:

•  Misplaced screws. Keep a small container for screws to avoid losing them in the box.

•  Over �tightening. This can strip wood or cause cracks. Tighten just enough to secure the joint.

•  Using the wrong screwdriver tip. The IKEA Sundvik kit uses a mix of Phillips, Torx, and Allen screws. Using a 

mismatched tool can damage the screw head.

•  Ignoring the instruction manual. Even if you’re confident, the manual can reveal subtle details—like the exact 

order of assembly—that are easy to overlook.

Safety Tips for the Sundvik Crib

Once assembled, the crib’s safety depends on proper maintenance and usage. Keep these guidelines in mind:

•  Check the crib regularly. Inspect for loose screws, splinters, or worn wood.

•  Use the recommended mattress. The Sundvik is designed for a specific mattress thickness—usually between 

5–8 cm. Using an incorrect mattress can create unsafe gaps.

•  Keep the crib away from windows. Avoid placing it near open windows or cords to reduce fall or strangulation 

risks.

•  Do not add extra slats. The design is optimized for the included rails and supports; adding additional slats can 

compromise stability.

•  Follow the weight limit. The Sundvik crib’s weight capacity is typically 10–12 kg; exceeding this can strain the 

frame.

Maintenance and Longevity

With proper care, the Sundvik crib can last for several years—often across multiple children. Here are some

maintenance tips:

•  Clean regularly. Wipe the crib with a damp cloth and mild soap. Avoid harsh chemicals that can damage the 

wood finish.

•  Inspect the finish. Look for scratches or chips; touch up with a matching wood stain if needed.

•  Replace worn parts. If a screw or bracket shows signs of wear, replace it with a new one from IKEA’s spare 

parts kit.

•  Store the crib properly. If you need to disassemble it for storage, keep the parts in a dry place and label them 

for easy reassembly.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Can I assemble the Sundvik crib without a manual?

A: While the kit includes all necessary hardware, the manual provides essential diagrams and safety warnings. If

you’re unfamiliar with IKEA furniture, it’s best to refer to the PDF or the online version.

Q: How long does it usually take to assemble?

A: For a first �time builder, expect around 45–60 minutes. With practice, you can cut that down to 30 minutes.

Q: What if I lose a screw?



A: Check the spare parts kit that often comes with IKEA furniture. If it’s missing, contact IKEA customer service for

a replacement.

Q: Is it safe to use the crib for a baby older than 12 months?

A: The Sundvik crib is designed for infants up to 12 months. After that, you may want to transition to a toddler bed

or a higher crib to accommodate growth.

Conclusion

Assembling the IKEA Sundvik crib can feel daunting, but by following these clear, step �by �step instructions, you’ll

have a safe, sturdy crib ready for your little one in no time. Remember to gather the right tools, organize your parts,

and pay close attention to each detail—from securing the base plates to adjusting the rails. Proper assembly not

only ensures safety but also preserves the crib’s durability for years to come. With the Sundvik’s timeless design

and your careful craftsmanship, you’ll create a welcoming, secure sleeping space that grows with your child.
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