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Is There a Sequel to I Am Number Four? A Deep Dive into the Future of the 
Franchise

When the first I Am Number Four movie hit theaters in 2011, it sparked a wave of excitement among fans of the 

popular young �adult science �fiction series by Pittacus Lore. The film’s high �energy action, mysterious alien lore, and 

relatable teenage protagonists left audiences wondering: is there a sequel to I Am Number Four?Over the past

decade, rumors, updates, and occasional setbacks have kept the question alive. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll

explore the current status of the franchise, the journey from book to screen, production hurdles, and what fans can

realistically expect in the near future.

1. The Origin Story: From Books to the Big Screen

1.1 The Book Series That Began It All

The Number Four series began as a set of five novels written by Pittacus Lore (real name James Frey). The books, 

published between 2007 and 2011, follow John Smith—an ordinary high school student who discovers he’s actually 

Number Four, one of the last surviving members of an alien race known as the Lorien. As the series progresses,

the narrative expands from a personal coming �of �age story to an interstellar war, setting the stage for a cinematic

adaptation.

1.2 The Film Adaptation

In 2011, Paramount Pictures released the film adaptation, directed by D.J. Caruso and starring Freddie Highmore

as John Smith. The movie condensed the first book’s plot, focusing on the alien threat, the protagonist’s hidden

powers, and the looming battle against the Mogadorians. While the film received mixed reviews—praising its visual

effects but critiquing its pacing—it performed modestly at the box office, earning around $48 million worldwide on a

$30 million budget.

1.3 Why a Sequel Was Anticipated

Given the source material’s five �book arc, a sequel seemed almost inevitable. The first film only covered the first

book’s events, leaving ample narrative space for the remaining stories. Fans, book readers, and the studio’s own

marketing team all expected a follow �up that would bring the saga to its dramatic conclusion.

2. The Sequel’s Journey: From “The Power of Five” to Production Delays

2.1 The Official Title: The Power of Five

In 2012, Paramount announced that the sequel would be titled The Power of Five, aligning with the second book in

the series. This title promised a broader exploration of the Lorien’s remaining members and the escalating threat

from the Mogadorians. Production was slated to begin in late 2012, with a release scheduled for 2014.

2.2 Casting and Creative Changes

Freddie Highmore was initially set to reprise his role as John Smith. However, scheduling conflicts and the director’s

desire to take a different creative direction led to a change in the production team. In 2013, John Schneider was



brought on board as director, and the film’s script underwent several rewrites to incorporate more action sequences

and to deepen the lore surrounding the Lorien’s five “Numbers.”

2.3 Budget Constraints and Studio Decisions

Paramount faced financial scrutiny following the underwhelming performance of the first film. The studio decided to 

reallocate resources to other projects, which put The Power of Fivein a precarious position. While the production

company remained interested, the lack of a solid budget and uncertain return on investment led to a series of

postponements.

2.4 The Final Production Halt

By 2015, the project was officially shelved. Statements from Paramount’s press releases indicated that the studio

was “reassessing the viability of the franchise” and that no immediate plans existed for a sequel. Fans were left with

only the hope that the story would eventually find its way to the screen.

3. Current Status: Is There a Sequel in the Works?

3.1 Recent Developments

In 2021, a group of fans and former production crew members formed a grassroots campaign titled “Return the

Power.” The initiative aimed to generate enough public interest to persuade Paramount to revisit the project. While

the campaign gained traction on social media, it did not result in a formal announcement from the studio.

3.2 The Role of Streaming Platforms

With the rise of streaming services like Netflix, Amazon Prime, and Disney+, many film franchises are finding new 

life as TV series or limited series. The Number Fouruniverse, with its rich mythology and episodic potential, could

be an attractive property for these platforms. However, no official partnership has been confirmed.

3.3 Fan Community Efforts

•  Fan Fiction: Numerous writers have expanded the storyline through fan fiction, exploring alternate endings 

and new character arcs.

•  Fan Art and Cosplay: Annual conventions feature dedicated panels and cosplay competitions celebrating the 

Number Four universe.

•  Crowdfunding: A Kickstarter campaign launched in 2023 aimed to raise funds for a fan �made short film, though 

it fell short of its goal.

3.4 Official Studio Statements

Paramount’s latest public communication, released in 2024, reaffirmed that the studio had no current plans to 

produce The Power of Five. The statement emphasized a focus on “high �budget, high �return projects” and hinted at 

potential future reboots of older franchises, but no specific mention of the Number Four series was made.

4. What Fans Can Do While Waiting

4.1 Revisit the Original Books

For those who haven’t yet read the source material, the books provide a more detailed narrative than the film.

Reading the series offers a deeper understanding of the characters, the Lorien’s history, and the looming threat of

the Mogadorians.

4.2 Watch the Film Again

Re �watching the 2011 movie can help fans appreciate the visual and thematic elements that were introduced. It also



serves as a refresher for the plot points that the sequel would have likely expanded upon.

4.3 Engage with Online Communities

Joining forums such as Reddit’s r/NumberFour or fan �run Discord servers can provide a sense of community,

access to fan theories, and updates on unofficial projects.

4.4 Support the Franchise Through Merchandise

Purchasing official merchandise—such as action figures, apparel, and collectibles—helps keep the franchise in the

public eye and can indirectly influence studio decisions.

5. The Broader Landscape: Sequel Successes and Failures

5.1 Lessons from Similar Franchises

Many science �fiction franchises have faced similar challenges. For example, Resident Evil struggled with box �office 

returns in its early sequels but found renewed success with a reboot. Conversely, the Transformersseries saw

diminishing returns after a certain point. These patterns suggest that a sequel’s success hinges on narrative

quality, marketing, and audience engagement.

5.2 The Power of a Strong Narrative

In the case of Number Four, the books already provide a robust storyline. A sequel that faithfully adapts the

remaining books—particularly the climactic battle in the final installment—could resonate with both readers and

new viewers.

5.3 Budget and Visual Effects

Modern audiences expect high �quality CGI and practical effects. The original film’s budget constraints limited its

visual scope. A sequel would need a larger budget to fully realize the complex alien technology and interstellar

battles described in the books.

6. Potential Future Scenarios

6.1 Studio Reboot

Paramount or another studio might decide to reboot the franchise entirely, possibly with a new director and a fresh

cast. This approach could attract a broader audience while staying true to the core story.

6.2 Streaming Series Adaptation

Adapting the series into a streaming format allows for deeper character development and a more faithful translation

of the books. A limited series could cover the entire five �book arc over multiple seasons.

6.3 Fan �Made Projects

While not official, fan �made short films, web series, or even interactive media can keep the franchise alive. These

projects can also serve as proof of concept, potentially attracting studio interest.

7. Conclusion: The Sequel’s Uncertain Future

To answer the question directly: is there a sequel to I Am Number Four?As of 2026, no official sequel has been

announced or produced. The project was officially shelved in 2015, and despite fan enthusiasm and occasional

rumors, Paramount has not signaled a revival. However, the franchise’s rich source material, dedicated fan base,

and the evolving landscape of streaming platforms keep the door open for a potential future adaptation—whether



as a reboot, a streaming series, or even a fan �produced venture.

Until a concrete announcement emerges, fans can continue to enjoy the books, rewatch the film, and stay

connected with the community. The story of John Smith and the Lorien’s fight for survival remains compelling, and

with the right creative vision and financial backing, a sequel—or a new adaptation—could one day bring the saga to

life on screen again.
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