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Introduction

Macroeconomics is the branch of economics that examines the behavior and performance of an economy as a 

whole. Whether you’re a high �school student, a college freshman, or a lifelong learner, mastering macroeconomic 

concepts requires not only understanding theory but also applying it through hands �on activities. One such activity 

that often appears in textbooks and online resources is macroeconomics lesson 5 activity 39. This exercise is

designed to reinforce key ideas about the business cycle, GDP measurement, and the impact of fiscal and

monetary policy on aggregate demand and supply.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll unpack the purpose of lesson 5, walk through the steps of activity 39, provide 

illustrative examples, and offer practical tips to help you ace the assignment. By the end of this article, you’ll have a 

clear roadmap for tackling macroeconomics lesson 5 activity 39and a deeper appreciation for how

macroeconomic concepts shape real �world outcomes.

Understanding the Context: Lesson 5 in the Macroeconomics Curriculum

Most macroeconomics textbooks divide the subject into thematic units. Lesson 5 typically focuses on the business 

cycle and the role of aggregate demand and aggregate supply (AD �AS) models. Students learn how fluctuations

in GDP, unemployment, and inflation arise from changes in economic activity, and how policy tools can stabilize the

economy.

Within this framework, activity 39is a problem �solving exercise that challenges you to apply the AD �AS model to a

real �world scenario. It often includes a set of data points, a diagram of the AD �AS curve, and a series of questions

that require you to analyze shifts in the economy and predict outcomes.

Key Learning Objectives of Activity 39

•  Identify factors that cause shifts in the aggregate demand curve.

•  Determine the impact of fiscal and monetary policy on the AD �AS equilibrium.

•  Calculate changes in real GDP and the price level.

•  Interpret the implications of these changes for unemployment and inflation.

•  Develop a clear, concise written explanation of the economic reasoning behind your calculations.

These objectives align with the broader goal of building analytical skills that are essential for both academic

success and informed citizenship.

Step �by �Step Guide to Completing Activity 39

Below we outline a systematic approach that will help you navigate macroeconomics lesson 5 activity 39

efficiently. Follow these steps, and you’ll be able to produce a thorough and accurate solution.

1. Read the Instructions Carefully

Begin by reading the activity prompt in its entirety. Look for keywords such as “shift,” “policy,” “price level,” and “real

GDP.” Understanding what the teacher expects is the first step toward a correct answer.



2. Gather the Provided Data

Activity 39 typically includes a table of values or a graph. Make sure you note:

•  Initial positions of the AD and AS curves.

•  Magnitude of the shift (e.g., a 5% increase in aggregate demand).

•  Any policy changes (e.g., a 2% reduction in taxes).

•  Baseline values for GDP and the price level.

3. Sketch or Review the AD �AS Diagram

If the activity includes a diagram, redraw it on a separate sheet for clarity. Label the axes (Real GDP on the

horizontal, Price Level on the vertical), and mark the initial equilibrium point. Then, plot the new curves based on

the shifts described in the activity.

4. Determine the Direction of Shifts

Ask yourself: “What caused the shift?” Common causes include:

•  Fiscal policy changes (tax cuts or government spending).

•  Monetary policy actions (interest rate adjustments, open �market operations).

•  External shocks (oil price changes, foreign demand fluctuations).

•  Expectations of future inflation or output.

Identify whether the shift is to the left or right for AD and/or AS.

5. Calculate New Equilibrium Values

Use the following formulae to estimate changes:
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•  9E� ice Level = (Shift in AD or AS) × (1 / (Slope of AD at equilibrium)).

When exact slope values are not provided, use the approximate elasticity of the AD and AS curves or refer to

textbook tables.

6. Interpret the Results

Once you have the new GDP and price level, answer the following:

•  Did the economy experience inflation or deflation?

•  Was unemployment likely to rise or fall?

•  What does this imply for the policy’s effectiveness?

7. Write a Clear Explanation

In your written answer, structure your explanation as follows:

1.  State the initial equilibrium.

2.  Describe the cause of the shift.

3.  Present the new equilibrium values.

4.  Discuss the macroeconomic implications.

5.  Conclude with a brief assessment of policy success.

Use concise sentences and avoid jargon unless you define it.

8. Double �Check Your Work

Re �run the calculations, verify your diagram, and ensure your written explanation logically follows the data.



Illustrative Example: A Sample Activity 39 Scenario

Let’s walk through a fictional example that mirrors the typical structure of macroeconomics lesson 5 activity 39.

Scenario

The government announces a $500 million tax cut aimed at stimulating consumer spending. The central bank

lowers the policy interest rate by 0.5 percentage points. The economy is currently in a mild recession with real GDP

at $1.5 trillion and a price level of 100.

Questions

1.  How will the AD curve shift?

2.  What will be the new equilibrium real GDP and price level?

3.  Will inflation rise or fall?

4.  What is the expected impact on unemployment?

Solution Steps

•  Step 1: Identify the shift. The tax cut and lower interest rates increase consumer and business spending, 

shifting the AD curve to the right.

•  Step 2: Estimate the magnitude. Assume a 3% increase in aggregate demand.

•  Step 3: Calculate new GDP. Using a simplified elasticity of 0.5, 9DtE��$‚��ãR
r�2R
r��ãR�G illion = $22.5 billion. 

New GDP "H $1.5225 trillion.

•  Step 4: Calculate new price level. With an AS slope of 0.4, 9E� ice Level "H 0.4 × 3% × 100 = 1.2. New price level "H 

101.2.

•  Step 5: Interpret. The economy experiences mild inflation (price level up 1.2). Unemployment likely falls 

because output increases.

Written Explanation

In the initial equilibrium, real GDP was $1.5 trillion at a price level of 100. The announced tax cut and lower interest

rate shifted the aggregate demand curve to the right by approximately 3%, raising real GDP to $1.5225 trillion and

the price level to 101.2. This modest increase in output reduces unemployment, while the slight rise in the price

level indicates mild inflationary pressure. Overall, the policy is effective in stimulating growth without triggering

significant inflation.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Students often stumble on activity 39 due to misunderstandings about curve shifts and the relationship between

GDP, price level, and unemployment. Here are some pitfalls and how to avoid them:

•  Mislabeling the Direction of Shifts. Remember that fiscal stimulus (tax cuts, spending) moves AD right; a 

contraction moves it left.

•  Ignoring the AS Curve. A supply shock (e.g., higher oil prices) shifts AS left, which can offset AD gains.

•  Using Incorrect Elasticities. If the textbook provides elasticity values, use them. Otherwise, rely on standard 

values from macroeconomics literature.

•  Overlooking the Phillips Curve. A brief note on the trade �off between unemployment and inflation can 

strengthen your analysis.

•  Forgetting to Check Units. Ensure GDP figures are in billions or trillions consistently.

Extending the Activity: Beyond the Basics



Once you master the core steps, consider adding depth to your answer:

•  Include a Time �Series Perspective. Discuss how the policy’s effects might evolve over the next 12 months.

•  Compare Fiscal vs. Monetary Policy. Evaluate which tool is more effective in the given scenario.

•  Use Real �World Data. Reference recent data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis or the Federal Reserve to 

contextualize your analysis.

•  Discuss Potential Unintended Consequences. For example, a tax cut could increase the fiscal deficit, 

potentially leading to higher future interest rates.

•  Introduce Game Theory or Optimization Models to predict the most efficient policy mix.

Additional Resources for Mastery

To deepen your understanding of the concepts underlying macroeconomics lesson 5 activity 39, explore the

following resources:

•  Textbooks: “Macroeconomics” by Mankiw, “Principles of Economics” by Krugman & Wells.

•  Online Courses: Coursera’s “Macroeconomics” by University of Illinois; Khan Academy’s macroeconomics 

series.

•  Data Sources: FRED for historical GDP and inflation data.

•  Policy Simulators: The Brookings Macro �Economic Simulator allows you to test policy changes.

•  Academic Journals: Journal of Economic Perspectives for applied macroeconomic research.

Conclusion

Mastering macroeconomics lesson 5 activity 39is more than a school assignment; it’s a gateway to

understanding how governments and central banks shape the economy. By following a clear, step �by �step approach

—reading the instructions, analyzing shifts in the AD �AS model, calculating new equilibria, and articulating your

reasoning—you’ll not only complete the activity with confidence but also build analytical skills that are valuable in

academia and beyond.

Remember
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