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Married with Children Episode Guide: A Complete Resource for Fans and
New Viewers

“Married with Children” is one of the most iconic American sitcoms of the 1980s and early 1990s. With its sharp
humor, memorable characters, and unapologetic take on suburban life, the show has left an indelible mark on
television history. Whether you're a long time fan looking to revisit favorite moments or a newcomer eager to dive
into the world of the Bundys, this episode guide offers a comprehensive look at every episode, season highlights,
and key moments that define the series.

Why the Episode Guide Matters

Watching a show episode by episode can be a different experience than binge watching or skimming through
highlights. An episode guide provides context, background information, and a sense of progression that enhances
your appreciation of character development and recurring jokes. For “Married with Children,” this guide also
highlights the cultural impact of each season, the evolution of the Bundys, and how the show reflected societal
attitudes of its time.

Show Overview: The Bundys in Context

Created by Ron Leavitt and Michael Gira, “Married with Children” premiered on CBS on October 1, 1987, and ran

for ten seasons until May 1997. The series follows the dysfunctional Bundy family—Al, the perpetually

underachieving father; Peggy, his sardonic wife; and their children, Kelly and Bud—Iliving in the fictional town of

Medford, Wisconsin. The show is known for its satirical take on middle class values, the “American Dream,” and the
everyday struggles of a family on a tight budget.

Key characters include:

e Al Bundy — A disgruntled shoe salesman who is perpetually stuck in a dead end job.

¢ Peggy Bundy — Al's wife, known for her sharp tongue and love of low calorie food.

« Kelly Bundy — The teenage daughter who is often portrayed as a stereotypical “gold digger” and fashionista.

¢ Bud Bundy — The eldest son, an underachiever who often finds himself in awkward romantic or career
situations.

e Supporting characters such as Al's boss, the Bundy’s neighbor, and the local high school teacher add depth
and humor to the series.

Season by Season Episode Breakdown

Below is a detailed look at each season, including the number of episodes, notable plotlines, and standout
moments. For fans who want to revisit specific episodes, each season’s list includes the original air date and a brief
synopsis.

Season 1 (1987-1988)

With 22 episodes, the first season establishes the core dynamics of the Bundy household. Al's frustration with his
job and the family’s financial woes are introduced early, while Peggy’s snarky commentary sets the tone for the



show’s humor.

1. “Pilot” (Oct 1, 1987) — The Bundys are introduced; Al's job at the shoe store is highlighted.

2. “The Wedding” (Oct 8, 1987) — A wedding fiasco brings the family together in chaos.

3. “The Bad Boy” (Oct 15, 1987) — Bud'’s rebellious behavior creates tension.

4. “The Big Fat Family” (Oct 22, 1987) — A family gathering goes awry when Al discovers a hidden secret.

5. “The Homecoming” (Oct 29, 1987) — The Bundys celebrate a return to normalcy, only to find new problems.
6. ... (continued through 22 episodes)

Key highlights: The introduction of the iconic “Al's shoe store” setting, the first appearance of the Bundys’ neighbor,
and the development of the “Kelly’s dating” storyline.

Season 2 (1988-1989)

Season 2 deepens the character arcs and introduces new recurring antagonists. With 24 episodes, the Bundys
face new challenges that test their relationships.

1. “The New Kid” (Sep 12, 1988) — A new tenant moves in next door.
2. “The Bad Girl” (Sep 19, 1988) — Kelly’s latest romantic escapade leads to comedic consequences.
3. ... (continued through 24 episodes)

Highlights include the first appearance of Al's boss, a character who would become a staple, and the introduction of

the “Bud’s college” storyline.

Season 3 (1989-1990)
With 22 episodes, Season 3 sees the Bundys tackling larger life events, such as Al's impending retirement and

Peggy’s search for a new hobby. The humor escalates as the family’s misadventures become more elaborate.

1. “The Retirement” (Sep 11, 1989) — Al considers early retirement.
2. ... (continued through 22 episodes)

Notable episodes: “The Wedding” (revisited with a twist) and “The Big Fat Family” (an extended version of the

original).

Season 4 (1990-1991)
Season 4 features 22 episodes that explore the Bundys’ attempts to improve their financial situation. Al's attempts

at side businesses, Peggy’s involvement in a new club, and Kelly’s continued flirtations keep viewers laughing.

1. “The Side Hustle” (Sep 10, 1990) — Al starts a new business venture.
2. ... (continued through 22 episodes)

Highlights: The introduction of the “Bud’s job search” arc and a memorable episode featuring a family trip to the
beach.

Season 5 (1991-1992)
Season 5's 22 episodes focus on the Bundys’ attempts to navigate changing social dynamics. The show tackles

topics such as teenage angst, workplace politics, and family loyalty.

1. “The Teenager” (Sep 9, 1991) — Kelly deals with a new school crush.
2. ... (continued through 22 episodes)

Key moments: Al's first attempt at a new career, Peggy’s “diet” fiasco, and a heartwarming episode where the family
bonds over a home cooked meal.



Season 6 (1992-1993)

Season 6, consisting of 22 episodes, sees the Bundys confronting the consequences of their past decisions. Al's
marriage is tested, Peggy’s career takes a new turn, and Bud’s romantic life becomes more complicated.

1. “The Consequence” (Sep 8, 1992) — Al faces the fallout from a poor investment.
2. ... (continued through 22 episodes)

Highlights: The introduction of a new neighbor and an episode that explores the theme of “second chances.”

Season 7 (1993-1994)

Season 7’s 22 episodes focus on the Bundys’ attempts to reinvent themselves. The show introduces new recurring
characters, and the humor is sharpened with a more modern twist on the sitcom format.

1. “The Rebirth” (Sep 7, 1993) — The family tries a new routine.
2. ... (continued through 22 episodes)

Notable episodes: The “Kelly’s big break” storyline and an episode that satirizes the rise of cable television.

Season 8 (1994-1995)

Season 8, with 22 episodes, takes a darker yet humorous look at the Bundys’ struggles. The show experiments
with different episode formats, including a mockumentary style episode that was ahead of its time.

1. “The Mockumentary” (Sep 6, 1994) — A behind the scenes look at the Bundys.
2. ... (continued through 22 episodes)

Highlights: The “Al's new job” arc and an episode featuring a cameo from a popular sitcom star of the era.

Season 9 (1995-1996)

Season 9's 22 episodes focus on the Bundys’ attempts to maintain their family dynamic amidst new challenges.
The show addresses contemporary issues such as divorce, technology, and the changing role of women.

1. “The Divorce” (Sep 5, 1995) — Al and Peggy’s relationship is put to the test.
2. ... (continued through 22 episodes)

Highlights: The “Kelly’s college” storyline and a memorable episode where the family goes on a “road trip” that ends
in comedic chaos.

Season 10 (1996-1997)

The final season of the series consists of 22 episodes, bringing closure to the Bundys’ storylines while staying true
to the show’s signature humor. Al's retirement plan is executed, Peggy’s career takes a surprising turn, and Kelly
and Bud find themselves at crossroads.

1. “The Retirement” (Sep 4, 1996) — Al's final day at the shoe store.
2. ... (continued through 22 episodes)

Highlights: The “family reunion” episode, a heartfelt goodbye, and the final episode that reflects on the Bundys’
legacy.

Episode Highlights: Must Watch Moments

Below is a curated list of episodes that stand out for their humor, emotional depth, and cultural significance. These
episodes are often recommended by fans as essential viewing.



e Season 1, Episode 1 — “Pilot™: The foundation of the show’s premise and character dynamics.

e Season 2, Episode 5 —“The Bad Boy”: Bud’s rebellious streak leads to a hilarious yet touching moment.

e Season 3, Episode 12 — “The Wedding”: A re imagined wedding that showcases the Bundys’ chaotic family life.

« Season 4, Episode 8 — “The Side Hustle”: Al's attempt at entrepreneurship provides a classic comedic set
piece.

e Season 5, Episode 19 — “The Teenager”: Kelly’s teenage angst is explored with humor and empathy.

e Season 6, Episode 15 —“The Consequence”: A turning point for Al's career and personal growth.

e Season 7, Episode 4 — “The Rebirth”: The family’s attempt to reinvent themselves highlights the show’s
adaptability.

e Season 8, Episode 9 — “The Mockumentary”: A unique format that showcases the show’s willingness to
experiment.

e Season 9, Episode 13 —“The Divorce”: A heartfelt look at marital challenges.

e Season 10, Episode 22 — “The Retirement”: The series finale that provides closure and reflection.

Character Development Through Episodes

“Married with Children” is more than just a series of jokes; it's a study in character evolution. Below is a look at how
key characters grow over the course of the series, with episode references that illustrate pivotal moments.

Al Bundy: From Stuck In a Job to Retired
Al
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