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Introduction

In the world of biblical scholarship, few voices resonate as strongly as that of Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Renowned for
his crisp expository preaching and unwavering commitment to the authority of Scripture, Lloyd-Jones produced a
wealth of theological resources that continue to shape Christian thought today. Among his most celebrated works is
his commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, a cornerstone of New Testament theology. This article offers a
comprehensive exploration of the martyn lloyd jones romans commentary, delving into its historical context, key
themes, stylistic nuances, and lasting influence on both clergy and lay readers.

Who Was Martyn Lloyd-Jones?

Born in 1899 in Cardiff, Wales, Martyn Lloyd-Jones emerged as one of the 20th century’s most influential
evangelical preachers. After completing his theological training at the University of Wales, he served as a pastor in
Manchester, where his sermons drew crowds that swelled to thousands. His ministry was marked by a deep
conviction that the Gospel should be communicated with clarity, depth, and a fervent love for God.

Lloyd-Jones was not only a preacher but also a prolific writer. He authored numerous commentaries, devotional
books, and theological treatises, all of which reflected his meticulous approach to Scripture. His Romans
commentary, in particular, showcases his ability to marry rigorous exegesis with pastoral insight, making it a staple
for pastors preparing sermons and scholars engaging in biblical studies.

The Significance of Romans in Christian Theology

Romans is often considered the “bible of the church” because it systematically presents the core doctrines of the
Christian faith: sin, salvation, justification, sanctification, and the nature of God’s covenant. The epistle’s theological
depth has made it a focal point for biblical commentators throughout history.

For many Christians, Romans serves as a doctrinal compass, guiding believers in understanding how they are
reconciled to God. It also offers practical exhortations on how to live out the gospel in daily life. Consequently, any
commentary on Romans must balance doctrinal precision with practical application—a challenge that Lloyd-Jones
met with remarkable skKill.

Overview of Martyn Lloyd-Jones" Romans Commentary

Published in the 1950s, Lloyd-Jones’ Romans commentary is part of a larger series of commentaries that he wrote
for the Expository Commentarycollection. The book is organized chapter by chapter, mirroring the structure of the
epistle itself. Each chapter begins with a brief introduction that sets the theological context, followed by a verse-by-
verse analysis.

What sets this commentary apart is Lloyd-Jones’ commitment to a “plain” expository approach. He avoids
excessive technical jargon, instead focusing on clear, accessible explanations that remain faithful to the original
Greek text. His commentary also includes a wealth of cross-references, historical notes, and practical application
points, making it a valuable resource for both academic study and pastoral preparation.



Key Themes in the Commentary

A.The Righteousness of God

Lloyd-Jones emphasizes that Romans is ultimately a proclamation of God'’s righteous character. He explains that
the apostle Paul presents God as both just and merciful, highlighting the paradox of divine judgment and grace.
The commentator points out how Paul’'s use of Old Testament imagery (e.g., the covenant with Abraham) serves to
underscore the continuity between the Old and New Covenants.

B. Justification by Faith

Central to Romans is the doctrine of justification—being declared righteous before God. Lloyd-Jones meticulously
traces Paul's argument from the universal sinfulness of humanity to the singular solution found in Jesus Christ. He
stresses that justification is a legal declaration, not a moral transformation, and that faith is the instrument through
which this declaration is received.

C.The Role of Law

Another major theme explored in the commentary is the relationship between the law and the gospel. Lloyd-Jones
argues that the law serves as a moral guide and a mirror that exposes sin, but it cannot save. He highlights Paul’'s
teaching that the law’s purpose is to lead people to Christ, rather than to provide salvation.

D. Spiritual Warfare

While many commentaries focus primarily on doctrinal aspects, Lloyd-Jones also addresses the practical
implications of Romans for Christian living. He discusses the spiritual battle believers face, emphasizing the need
for vigilance and reliance on the Holy Spirit. His commentary encourages readers to view the gospel as both a
source of hope and a call to active resistance against sin.

Writing Style and Expository Approach

Lloyd-Jones’ writing style is characterized by its clarity, conciseness, and pastoral sensitivity. He frequently employs
the following techniques:

¢ Plain Language: Avoiding theological jargon, he writes in a way that is easily understood by laypeople.

 Historical Context: He situates Paul’'s arguments within the first-century Jewish and Greco-Roman milieu,
providing readers with a richer understanding of the text.

e Application Points: Each chapter includes “Practical Applications” sections that translate theological concepts
into actionable guidance for daily life.

e Cross-References: Lloyd-Jones links verses in Romans to related passages throughout Scripture, reinforcing
the unity of the Bible.

These features make his Romans commentary an ideal resource for pastors preparing sermons, teachers crafting
lessons, and students seeking a deeper grasp of the text.

Impact on Preaching and Teaching

Since its publication, Lloyd-Jones’ Romans commentary has become a go-to reference for evangelical preachers.
Its influence can be seen in several areas:

1. Preaching Clarity: Many sermon series on Romans directly draw from Lloyd-Jones’ expositions, ensuring that
complex theological ideas are communicated in a digestible manner.
2. Teaching Materials: Churches and seminaries use his commentary as a textbook for Bible study courses,



offering students a structured, verse-by-verse approach.

3. Pastoral Counseling: The practical application sections help pastors address real-life struggles, such as
dealing with sin, maintaining faith, and cultivating spiritual disciplines.

4. Cross-Generational Appeal: The blend of scholarly depth and pastoral warmth makes the commentary
relevant to both seasoned theologians and new believers.

How to Use the Commentary Today

Despite being several decades old, Lloyd-Jones’ Romans commentary remains a timeless resource. Here are
practical ways to integrate it into your study and ministry:

e Personal Study: Read each chapter slowly, pausing to reflect on the application points. Write notes in the
margins to capture insights.

¢ Small Group Sessions: Use the commentary’s verse-by-verse structure to guide discussion, encouraging
participants to explore both the historical and theological layers.

e Sermon Preparation: Extract key themes and supporting Scripture from the commentary to build a cohesive
sermon outline.

e Teaching Modules: Design a course around the commentary, assigning readings and discussion questions
that align with each chapter.

« Digital Resources: Many churches have moved to online platforms; consider creating a podcast series based
on the commentary’s themes.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Is Lloyd-Jones’ Romans commentary suitable for academic research? Yes. While written in plain language,
the commentary offers solid exegesis and historical insights that support scholarly work.

2. How does Lloyd-Jones differ from other Romans commentators? He balances doctrinal depth with practical
application, avoiding excessive technicality while maintaining theological rigor.

3. Can | use this commentary for a youth Bible study? Absolutely. Its clear language and actionable points
make it accessible for younger audiences.

4. Is there an updated edition? While the original remains unchanged, many publishers have reissued the
commentary with new introductions and updated footnotes.

5. Where can | find a copy? It is available in most Christian bookstores, online retailers, and libraries that carry
theological works.

Conclusion

Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ Romans commentary stands as a testament to his lifelong dedication to faithful, expository
preaching. By marrying rigorous exegesis with heartfelt pastoral care, he created a resource that continues to
illuminate the profound truths of Romans for generations of believers. Whether you're a seasoned pastor, a devoted
student, or a curious layperson, exploring this commentary will deepen your understanding of the gospel’s
transformative power and equip you to live out its promises in everyday life.
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