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Massachusetts 1C Hoisting License Study Guide

In the construction, warehousing, and manufacturing sectors, hoisting equipment is a cornerstone of daily

operations. Whether it’s moving heavy steel beams, loading cargo onto trucks, or assembling large machinery, the

safety and efficiency of these tasks hinge on the skill of the operator. In Massachusetts, the Department of Labor

and Workforce Development (DLWD) regulates the use of hoisting equipment through a licensing system that

ensures operators possess the knowledge and competence required to prevent accidents and injuries.

The Massachusetts 1C Hoisting Licenseis one of the most sought-after credentials for professionals who handle

cranes, hoists, and other lifting devices. This article provides a comprehensive, step �by �step study guide that will

help you master the exam content, choose the right study materials, and confidently pass the test on your first

attempt.

What Is a Massachusetts 1C Hoisting License?

A 1C hoisting license authorizes an individual to operate a hoist or crane that is capable of lifting loads of 2,000 

pounds or more. The “1C” designation specifically refers to the operator of a hoist or crane that is used in a 

construction or industrial setting. In Massachusetts, the licensing process is governed by the Massachusetts 

Occupational Safety and Health Act (MOSA) and the DLWD’s Construction Safety and Health Program.

To qualify for a 1C license, applicants must:

•  Be at least 18 years old.

•  Have a valid Massachusetts driver’s license.

•  Complete the required training hours (typically 20–30 hours of classroom instruction).

•  Pass the state’s written exam.

Once licensed, operators must renew their credentials every two years, which involves completing continuing

education or retaking the exam, depending on the DLWD’s current renewal policy.

Why You Need a 1C License in Massachusetts

Holding a 1C hoisting license offers several tangible benefits:

•  Legal Compliance – Employers are required by state law to hire licensed operators for hoisting tasks. An 

unlicensed operator can face penalties, fines, or even work stoppages.

•  Career Advancement – Licensed operators are often eligible for higher-paying positions, supervisory roles, 

and specialized projects.

•  Safety Assurance – Proper training reduces the risk of accidents, injuries, and property damage.

•  Professional Credibility – A license signals to clients, colleagues, and regulators that you meet industry 

standards.

Exam Overview

The Massachusetts 1C exam is a multiple �choice test administered at DLWD-approved testing centers. It typically



consists of 50 questions, covering a broad range of topics related to hoisting operations. The exam is divided into

two main sections:

1.  General Knowledge (25 questions) – Focuses on basic hoisting principles, safety regulations, and equipment 

characteristics.

2.  Practical Application (25 questions) – Tests your ability to apply theory to real �world scenarios, such as load 

calculations and rigging techniques.

To pass, you generally need a score of 70% or higher (35 correct answers). The exam is timed, usually allowing 60

minutes to complete all questions. The DLWD may offer a retake policy after a waiting period, but each attempt

counts toward your licensing fee.

Key Topics Covered

Below is a breakdown of the core subjects you’ll encounter on the test. Understanding each area is essential for

both the exam and safe hoisting practice.

1. Definitions and Terminology

Know the difference between a crane, a hoist, a jib, a slinger, and other key terms. Familiarity with industry jargon

will help you interpret questions accurately.

2. OSHA and State Regulations

Review the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards that apply to hoisting equipment, 

as well as Massachusetts-specific regulations such as Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 143.

3. Types of Hoisting Equipment

Understand the characteristics of:

•  Chain hoists

•  Wire rope hoists

•  Hydraulic hoists

•  Telescopic jibs

•  Portable cranes

4. Load Calculations

Calculate safe working loads (SWL), factor of safety (FOS), and the impact of load distribution on equipment.

5. Rigging and Attachment Devices

Identify shackle types, slings, spreader bars, and their proper usage.

6. Inspection and Maintenance

Learn the routine inspection checklist, what to look for during pre �use checks, and how to document findings.

7. Safe Operating Practices

Topics include:

•  Signal communication

•  Wind and weather considerations

•  Emergency procedures

•  Hazard identification and mitigation



8. Record Keeping and Documentation

Understand the requirements for logbooks, inspection reports, and incident reporting.

Study Guide Outline

Below is a structured outline you can follow to organize your study sessions. Each section includes suggested

study resources and key points to focus on.

1.  Week 1 – Foundations

    

      Read the Massachusetts Hoisting Code (MASC) Chapter 143.

2.  Take a baseline knowledge quiz to gauge starting proficiency.

•  Watch video tutorials on chain vs. wire rope hoists.

•  Create flashcards for equipment terminology.

•  Practice problems using the formula: SWL = (Capacity / FOS).

•  Use online calculators to verify results.

•  Review shackle and sling specifications.

•  Attend a hands �on rigging workshop if available.

•  Read OSHA Standard 1926.1404 (Hoisting Devices).

•  Take a mock exam focusing on regulation questions.

•  Complete at least two full-length practice tests.

•  Review incorrect answers in detail.

Study Tips & Strategies

•  Active Recall – Instead of passively reading, test yourself by writing down answers before checking the 

reference.

•  Spaced Repetition – Review key concepts at increasing intervals (1 day, 3 days, 1 week).

•  Chunking – Break large topics into smaller, manageable subtopics.

•  Teach What You Learn – Explaining concepts to a peer reinforces understanding.

•  Simulate Exam Conditions – Time yourself and avoid distractions to build exam stamina.

Recommended Study Materials

Official DLWD Resources

•  Massachusetts Hoisting Code (MASC) – Chapter 143

•  DLWD Exam Study Guide (available for download on the DLWD website)

•  DLWD Training Centers – Many offer in �person courses that align with exam content.

Textbooks and Reference Books

•  Hoisting, Rigging, and Lifting: A Comprehensive Guide – Covers equipment types and safety.

•  Crane Safety Handbook – Focuses on crane operations, useful for cross �reference.

•  OSHA Standards for Hoisting and Rigging – A quick reference for regulation questions.

Online Courses

•  Udemy – “Hoisting and Rigging for Beginners” (includes practice quizzes).

•  LinkedIn Learning – “Construction Safety: Hoisting and Rigging” (short modules).



•  DLWD e �Learning Portal – Offers interactive modules tailored to the 1C exam.

Practice Exams

Practice tests are invaluable for familiarizing yourself with question formats and timing. Many online platforms

provide full-length exams with detailed explanations. Look for:

•  Official DLWD sample tests.

•  Third �party practice tests with realistic question banks.

•  Mobile apps that allow on �the �go practice.

Practice Exam Questions

Below are a few sample questions that reflect the style and difficulty of the Massachusetts 1C exam. Try answering

them before checking the solutions to gauge your readiness.

Question 1 – Load Calculation

A chain hoist has a rated capacity of 3,000 lbs. The factor of safety for the hoist is 3. What is the maximum safe

working load (SWL) you can lift?

•  A. 1,000 lbs

•  B. 1,500 lbs

•  C. 2,000 lbs

•  D. 2,500 lbs

Answer: A. 1,000 lbs (SWL = Capacity / FOS = 3,000 / 3).

Question 2 – Rigging Device Identification

You need to lift a steel beam weighing 5,000 lbs. Which shackle type would be most appropriate for this load?

•  A. Single �point shackle

•  B. Double �point shackle

•  C. Triple �point shackle

•  D. Quadruple �point shackle

Answer: C. Triple �point shackle (for heavy loads, a triple �point shackle provides the highest safety factor).

Question 3 – OSHA Regulation

According to OSHA Standard 1926.1404, which of the following is required before'"
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