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Introduction: Why the Mortal Instruments Series In Order Matters

When you first stumble upon Cassandra Clare’s Mortal Instruments series, the promise of a bustling New York 

City where angels, demons, and half �human guardians coexist can be intoxicating. Yet the world she creates is vast, 

layered, and full of intricate timelines. For new readers, deciding where to begin can feel like navigating a labyrinth. 

Understanding the mortal instruments series in ordernot only ensures you experience the narrative as it was

intended, but also lets you fully appreciate the lore, character arcs, and the subtle threads that tie each book

together.

In this guide, we’ll walk you through the entire Mortal Instruments reading journey— from the main saga to the

prequels, spin �offs, and side stories—while keeping SEO best practices in mind. We’ll use clear headings, bullet

points, and ordered lists to make the information easy to scan and digest. Grab a cup of coffee, settle in, and let’s

explore the shadows of the Mortal Instruments universe.

The Mortal Instruments Universe: A Quick Overview

Cassandra Clare first introduced readers to the Mortal Instruments in 2008 with City of Bones. The series centers

on Clary Fray, an ordinary teenager who discovers she is a Shadowhunter—a half �human, half �angel tasked with

hunting demons. The books blend contemporary urban fantasy with mythological lore, creating a rich tapestry of

lore, magic, and romance.

Key Themes and Motifs

•  Identity and Destiny – Characters constantly grapple with their heritage and the expectations placed upon 

them.

•  Love Across Worlds – Romantic entanglements often cross the boundaries between human, angelic, and 

demonic realms.

•  Sacrifice and Redemption – Many characters must sacrifice personal happiness for the greater good.

•  The Power of Family – Bloodlines, both biological and chosen, play a central role in shaping destinies.

Setting: New York City as a Living Character

New York City isn’t just a backdrop; it’s a living, breathing entity in the Mortal Instruments series. From the hidden

Angelic Sanctum to the ominous streets of the Underworld, every borough holds secrets and supernatural beings.

The city’s dynamic atmosphere mirrors the emotional turbulence of the protagonists.

The Core Series: The Mortal Instruments in Order

The heart of the Mortal Instruments saga is the six �book core series. Below is the recommended reading order,

followed by brief summaries to give you a snapshot of each installment.

1.  City of Bones (2008)

2.  City of Ashes (2009)

3.  City of Glass (2010)

4.  City of Fallen Angels (2011)



5.  City of Lost Souls (2013)

6.  City of Heavenly Fire (2014)

Book Summaries

City of Bonesintroduces Clary Fray, her secret Shadowhunter lineage, and the looming threat of the demon

known as the Dark. It establishes the stakes and introduces key characters such as Jace, Isabelle, and the

enigmatic Shadowhunter council.

City of Ashesexpands the universe, revealing more about the Shadowhunter hierarchy, the complex politics of the

Angelic realm, and the deepening romance between Clary and Jace.

City of Glasssees Clary and Jace’s relationship tested by the arrival of a new antagonist, the demon Tessa. The

book also introduces the concept of the “Mortal” and the existence of other supernatural beings.

City of Fallen Angelsdelves into the backstory of the Fallen Angels, bringing to light the tragic history that shapes

the current conflict between angels and demons.

City of Lost Soulsexplores the aftermath of the battle in the previous book, with Clary and her friends facing new

betrayals and discovering the truth about the demon’s plan.

City of Heavenly Fireserves as the series finale, where all threads converge. The Shadowhunters confront the

ultimate threat, and Clary must make choices that will define her destiny.

Prequel Series: The Infernal Devices

Set in the late 19th century, The Infernal Devicesprovides the historical backdrop for the Mortal Instruments

world. These books explore the origins of the Angelic and Demonic realms and introduce the first generation of

Shadowhunters.

1.  Clockwork Angel (2009)

2.  Clockwork Dagger (2010)

3.  Clockwork Prince (2011)

Each book follows Tessa Gray, a young woman who becomes entangled with the Angelic and Demonic forces of

the era. The series adds depth to the lore, explaining the ancient conflicts that echo in the present-day Mortal

Instruments saga.

The Dark Artifices: A Contemporary Spin �Off

Set in the modern world, The Dark Artificesfocuses on a new generation of Shadowhunters—Clary’s children—

and explores the challenges they face in a world that’s changing rapidly.

1.  The Dark Artifices (2015)

2.  The Dark Prophecy (2016)

3.  The Dark Orphans (2017)

This series provides a fresh perspective on the Mortal Instruments universe, emphasizing family dynamics and the

evolving nature of the Shadowhunter world.

The Last Hours: The Final Chapter

Published in 2018, The Last Hoursserves as the conclusive chapter for the original characters. It brings closure to



long �running storylines, reveals hidden truths, and offers a satisfying resolution to the overarching conflict.

The Lost Books of the Nephilim: A Collection of Short Stories

For readers who crave additional lore, The Lost Books of the Nephilimis a compilation of short stories set in the

Mortal Instruments universe. These tales expand on side characters, explore lesser �known worlds, and enrich the

overall mythos.

The Great Library: A Scholarly Side Story

Another side story set in the same universe is The Great Library. It follows a group of scholars who uncover

ancient secrets that could alter the balance between angels, demons, and mortals.

Additional Side Stories and Companion Works

•  Shadowhunter Academy – A spin �off focusing on the training of new Shadowhunters.

•  Angel’s Quest – A series of short novellas exploring the lives of various angels.

•  Demons of the Underworld – A collection of tales about the demon realm.

Suggested Reading Path: How to Navigate the Mortal Instruments Series

While you can read the books in any order, the following path offers a coherent narrative experience that respects

the chronological flow of the story.

1.  Start with the Infernal Devices trilogy to understand the ancient roots.

2.  Proceed to the main Mortal Instruments series (City of Bones through City of Heavenly Fire).

3.  Read The Dark Artifices to see the next generation of Shadowhunters.

4.  Finish with The Last Hours for the ultimate resolution.

5.  Optional: Dive into The Lost Books of the Nephilim and The Great Library for deeper lore.

Why the Order Matters: A Deeper Look

Reading the Mortal Instruments series in the recommended order
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