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Introduction

Becoming a notary public in Hawaii is a rewarding way to serve your community while earning a modest income.

However, the journey begins with the Hawaii Notary Public Examination—a test designed to confirm that

candidates possess the knowledge and ethical standards necessary to perform notarizations competently. For

many aspiring notaries, the question on their minds is not just “Will I pass?” but “What are the notary test questions

for Hawaii?” This article offers a comprehensive guide, covering exam structure, common topics, sample questions,

study strategies, and essential resources. Whether you’re a first �time applicant or a seasoned professional looking

to refresh your knowledge, this guide will help you navigate the Hawaii notary exam with confidence.

Understanding the Role of a Notary Public in Hawaii

Legal Authority and Responsibilities

In Hawaii, a notary public is a state officer empowered to witness signatures, administer oaths, and certify copies of 

documents. The authority is granted by the Hawaii Revised Statutes, Chapter 309, which outlines duties,

limitations, and the scope of notarization. Key responsibilities include:

•  Ensuring the signer is who they claim to be.

•  Confirming that the signer understands the document and is signing voluntarily.

•  Maintaining a detailed notary journal for each act performed.

•  Storing original documents securely and providing copies only when authorized.

Because notarizations often involve legal documents—such as wills, deeds, and power of attorney—the notary

must exercise due diligence to prevent fraud and uphold the integrity of the legal system.

Ethical Standards and Fiduciary Duties

Hawaii places a strong emphasis on ethics. Notaries must remain impartial, avoid conflicts of interest, and refrain

from notarizing documents that could be considered self �serving. The state’s guidelines stress:

1.  Impartiality: Notaries cannot notarize documents for themselves or close relatives.

2.  Confidentiality: Personal information gathered during notarizations must be protected.

3.  Record �keeping: Journal entries should be accurate, legible, and retained for at least five years.

These principles are not only legal requirements but also the foundation of public trust in the notarial system.

Hawaii Notary Exam Requirements

Eligibility Criteria

Before you can sit for the exam, you must meet the following prerequisites:

•  Be at least 18 years old.

•  Be a legal resident of Hawaii.

•  Have no felony convictions or disqualifying criminal history.

•  Complete the required notary education course approved by the State of Hawaii.



Completing a formal course is mandatory because it covers the statutory framework, ethical obligations, and

practical skills needed for the exam.

Exam Format and Duration

The Hawaii Notary Public Exam is administered by the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (DCCA).

Its structure is as follows:

1.  Multiple �choice section: 30 questions, 45 minutes.

2.  Scenario �based questions: 10 questions, 20 minutes.

3.  Essay question: One essay, 15 minutes.

All sections are timed, and the exam is conducted in a computer �based format at designated testing centers across

the state.

Scoring and Passing Threshold

The exam uses a scaled scoring system. To pass, you must achieve a minimum score of 70 % (210 out of 300

points). The scoring rubric considers accuracy, completeness, and the application of legal principles to hypothetical

scenarios.

Common Test Topics for Hawaii Notary Questions

Statutory Knowledge

Questions will frequently reference specific provisions of the Hawaii Revised Statutes, especially Chapter 309. Be

prepared to answer queries such as:

•  What constitutes a valid signature under Hawaii law?

•  Which documents are exempt from notarization?

•  What are the statutory requirements for a notarized deed of sale?

Ethics and Conflict of Interest

Scenarios often test your ability to identify ethical dilemmas. For example, you might be asked how to handle a

notarization request from a close family member or a situation where a signer appears intoxicated.

Procedure and Documentation

Expect questions that require you to outline the correct procedure for:

•  Verifying identity (e.g., using a driver’s license or passport).

•  Completing a notarial certificate.

•  Maintaining a notary journal.

•  Handling out �of �state notarizations under the Uniform Notary Act.

Specialized Notarial Acts

Hawaii recognizes several specialized acts, such as:

•  Acknowledgments of real estate documents.

•  Jurats for affidavits.

•  Copy certifications for documents like birth certificates.

Questions may ask you to differentiate between these acts and identify the correct form of certification required.

Sample Notary Test Questions for Hawaii



Multiple �Choice Example

Question: Which of the following is NOT a requirement for a valid notarization under Hawaii law?

•  A. The signer must be physically present.

•  B. The notary must possess a valid commission.

•  C. The notary must have a witness present.

•  D. The notary must verify the signer''s identity.

Correct Answer: C. The notary does not need a witness present for a standard notarization.

Scenario �Based Example

Scenario:Maria, a close relative, requests you notarize a power of attorney document. She insists you sign it for

her. How should you proceed?

•  A. Sign the document as requested.

•  B. Refuse to sign but allow her to sign.

•  C. Notarize the document but include a disclaimer.

•  D. Offer to notarize but inform her of the conflict of interest.

Correct Answer: D. You must avoid notarizing a document that creates a conflict of interest.

Essay Prompt

Describe the steps you would take to notarize an acknowledgment of a deed of sale for a property located in

Hawaii. Include considerations for verifying identity, recording the act, and maintaining the notary journal.

In your essay, address the following points:

•  Verification of identity using a valid ID.

•  Proper completion of the acknowledgment certificate.

•  Recording the acknowledgment in the notary journal.

•  Storing the original deed securely.

•  Ensuring compliance with Chapter 309.

Study Tips and Resources

Official Study Materials

The DCCA provides an Exam Preparation Guidethat includes practice questions, answer keys, and a detailed

outline of the exam content. Downloading this guide is the first step toward focused preparation.

Online Practice Tests

Several reputable websites offer mock exams tailored to Hawaii notary questions. Using these practice tests helps

you gauge your readiness, identify weak areas, and improve time management.

Flashcards for Key Statutes

Create flashcards that list essential statutory references (e.g., §309-3.1, §309-4.2). Flashcards are an effective tool

for memorizing statutory language and application.

Study Groups and Peer Discussion

Forming a study group with fellow candidates allows you to discuss challenging concepts, share resources, and

simulate exam scenarios. Peer teaching reinforces learning and highlights gaps in understanding.



Time Management Strategies

Because the exam is timed, practice answering questions within the allotted time. Use a stopwatch during practice

sessions to build speed without sacrificing accuracy.

Review Ethical Guidelines

Revisit the Hawaii Notary Code of Conduct and the Uniform Notary Act to ensure you’re familiar with ethical

nuances that often appear in scenario questions.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Do I need to take the exam if I already have a notary commission from another state?

Yes. Hawaii requires all notaries, regardless of prior commissions, to complete its own exam and meet local

statutory requirements.

Can I take the exam online from home?

Currently, the Hawaii Notary Exam is administered in person at designated testing centers. However, the state is

exploring online proctoring options for future sessions.

What happens if I fail the exam?

Applicants may retake the exam after a 30 �day waiting period. There is no limit to the number of attempts, but each

attempt incurs a fee.

Is there a fee for the notary education course?

Yes. The cost varies by provider but typically ranges from $50 to $150. Some providers offer bundled packages that

include exam prep materials.

How long do I need to keep my notary journal?

Under Hawaii law, you must retain the journal for a minimum of five years after the last notarization recorded.

Conclusion

Mastering the Hawaii notary test questions requires a blend of statutory knowledge, ethical awareness, and

practical skill. By understanding the exam structure, focusing on key topics, and leveraging the resources outlined

above, you can approach the test with confidence. Remember that the goal of notarization is to safeguard the

integrity of legal documents and
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