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Paper and Ion Exchange Chromatography Lab Report: A Comprehensive 
Guide

Chromatography is one of the most versatile analytical tools in chemistry, allowing scientists to separate, identify,

and quantify components in complex mixtures. Two popular variants—paper chromatography and ion exchange

chromatography—are frequently used in teaching labs and research settings alike. Whether you are a student

preparing a lab report or a professional writing a detailed analysis, understanding the nuances of both techniques

is essential for accurate data interpretation and effective communication.

This article provides an in �depth, step �by �step walkthrough of preparing a paper and ion exchange 

chromatography lab report. It covers everything from experimental design and data collection to analysis,

discussion, and best practices for writing a polished, SEO �friendly document.

Why Combine Paper and Ion Exchange Chromatography?

Paper chromatography is ideal for quick, visual separation of small molecules such as dyes, sugars, and amino

acids. Ion exchange chromatography (IEC), on the other hand, excels at separating charged species—proteins,

nucleotides, and small ions—by exploiting differences in ionic interactions with a resin. By integrating both methods

in a single laboratory exercise, students gain exposure to both non �ionic and ionic separation principles, reinforcing

concepts such as polarity, charge, and molecular size.

From an instructional standpoint, a combined lab report demonstrates the ability to design experiments that employ

multiple analytical techniques, compare results, and draw comprehensive conclusions about the sample

composition.

Structure of an Effective Lab Report

While the exact format may vary by institution, a standard lab report generally follows the IMRaD structure: 

Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion. Below is a concise outline you can adapt for your paper and ion 

exchange chromatography lab report:

1.  Title Page – Include the experiment title, your name, lab partners, instructor, and date.

2.  Abstract – Summarize objectives, key findings, and significance in 150–250 words.

3.  Introduction – Provide background, theory, and objectives.

4.  Materials and Methods – Detail reagents, apparatus, and step �by �step procedures.

5.  Results – Present raw data, calculations, and visual representations.

6.  Discussion – Interpret results, address errors, and compare with literature.

7.  Conclusion – Summarize findings and suggest improvements.

8.  References – Cite all sources in a consistent style.

9.  Appendices – Include raw data sheets, calibration curves, or supplementary figures.

Below, we dive into each section with specific guidance for both paper chromatography and ion exchange

chromatography.



1. Introduction

The introduction should set the stage by explaining the principles behind each chromatographic technique and the

rationale for combining them in a single experiment.

Paper Chromatography Overview

Paper chromatography separates compounds based on differential adsorption to a cellulose matrix and differential

solubility in the mobile phase. The stationary phase (paper) retains polar components, while the mobile phase

(solvent) carries less polar or neutral molecules upward through capillary action.

Ion Exchange Chromatography Overview

Ion exchange chromatography uses a resin with charged functional groups to selectively bind ions or molecules of

opposite charge. Elution occurs by gradually changing the ionic strength or pH of the mobile phase, weakening the

electrostatic interactions and releasing bound species.

Objectives

State the experiment’s goals, such as:

•  Demonstrate the separation of a multicomponent mixture using paper chromatography.

•  Quantify the ionic composition of a sample via ion exchange chromatography.

•  Compare the resolution and efficiency of the two methods.

•  Develop data analysis skills, including calculation of Rf values and elution profiles.

2. Materials and Methods

Provide a comprehensive list of reagents, apparatus, and detailed procedures. Use bullet points for clarity.

Materials

•  Paper Chromatography: Whatman No. 1 filter paper, solvent system (e.g., methanol:water 70:30 v/v), sample 

mixture (e.g., food dye solution).

•  Ion Exchange Chromatography: Cation exchange resin (e.g., Dowex 50W), anion exchange resin (e.g., 

Dowex 1X8), buffer solutions (e.g., 0.1 M NaCl, 0.1 M HCl), sample (e.g., amino acid mixture).

•  Other supplies: glassware, pipettes, syringes, UV/Vis spectrophotometer, pH meter, chromatography columns, 

TLC plates, staining reagents.

Equipment

•  Paper chromatography chamber (glass or plastic).

•  Column setup for IEC (glass column, frits, stand).

•  UV lamp (254 nm) for detecting separated spots.

•  Spectrophotometer for quantifying eluted peaks.

•  Data acquisition software (e.g., Chromeleon).

Procedure – Paper Chromatography

1.  Cut the paper into strips (10 cm × 2 cm).

2.  Mark a baseline 1 cm from the bottom edge.

3.  Spot the sample mixture onto the baseline using a capillary tube.

4.  Place the strip into a chamber containing the solvent system, ensuring the solvent does not touch the 

baseline.

5.  Cover and allow the solvent to ascend until it reaches 8 cm from the bottom.



6.  Remove the strip, dry, and visualize spots under UV light.

7.  Measure the distance traveled by each spot (d) and the solvent front (D). Calculate Rf = d/D.

Procedure – Ion Exchange Chromatography

1.  Condition the ion exchange resin with 0.1 M NaCl solution (pH 7) for 30 minutes.

2.  Pack the resin into the column, ensuring no air bubbles.

3.  Load the sample onto the column using a syringe.

4.  Wash with 0.1 M NaCl until the baseline is clear.

5.  Elute with a gradient of 0.1 M HCl (for cation exchange) or 0.1 M NaOH (for anion exchange).

6.  Collect fractions (e.g., 2 mL each) and monitor absorbance at 280 nm.

7.  Plot the elution profile to identify peaks.

3. Results

Present your data in a clear, organized manner. Include tables, graphs, and images where appropriate.

Paper Chromatography Results

Show a table of Rf values for each component:



Component Distance (cm) Solvent Front (cm) Rf Value

Component A 4.2 8.0 0.525

Component B 2.6 8.0 0.325

Include an image of the developed paper strip, highlighting the separated spots.

Ion Exchange Chromatography Results

Present a chromatogram (absorbance vs. volume) with labeled peaks:

•  Peak 1: Retention volume 12.4 mL (cationic amino acid).

•  Peak 2: Retention volume 18.7 mL (neutral amino acid).

•  Peak 3: Retention volume 25.9 mL (anionic amino acid).

Show a table summarizing peak areas, retention times, and calculated concentrations.

4. Discussion

Interpret the data, explain any deviations from expected results, and assess the efficiency of each chromatographic

technique.

Interpretation of Paper Chromatography

Discuss the Rf values in relation to compound polarity. A higher Rf indicates lower affinity for the cellulose matrix

and greater solubility in the solvent.

Interpretation of Ion Exchange Chromatography

Explain how the retention volumes reflect ionic strength and charge interactions. Compare the elution profile with

theoretical predictions from the Debye–Hückel theory.

Sources of Error

•  Inconsistent baseline placement.

•  Uneven solvent front due to evaporation.

•  Column packing defects leading to band broadening.

•  Temperature fluctuations affecting viscosity and ion exchange capacity.

Comparison with Literature

Reference peer-reviewed studies that employed similar solvent systems or resins. Highlight how your results align

with or differ from published data.

5. Conclusion

Summarize the key findings and their significance:

•  Paper chromatography effectively separated the multicomponent mixture, with distinct Rf values confirming 

varying polarities.

•  Ion exchange chromatography provided quantitative insight into the ionic composition of the sample, with 

clear retention patterns matching expected behavior.

•  Combining both techniques offers a comprehensive analytical approach, balancing rapid qualitative 

assessment with detailed quantitative analysis.



•  Future work could explore column regeneration protocols and alternative mobile phases to further optimize 

separation efficiency.

6. References

Provide a list of all cited works in a consistent style (e.g., APA, MLA, Vancouver). Example:

•  Smith, J. &amp; Doe, A. (2020). Chromatographic Techniques in Analytical Chemistry. Journal of Analytical 

Science, 45(3), 123 �134.

•  Jones, R. (2018). Ion Exchange Chromatography: Principles and Applications. Analytical Methods, 10(7), 

567 �578.

7. Appendices

Include any raw data sheets, calibration curves, or additional figures that support your analysis.

Tips for Writing a Stellar Lab Report

Use Clear, Concise Language

Avoid jargon unless necessary, and define technical terms when first introduced.

Maintain Logical Flow

Each section should transition smoothly to the next. Use linking sentences such as, “Following the preparation of

the sample, the chromatographic separation was performed.”

Incorporate Visuals Strategically

Graphs, tables,
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