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When you first step into the world of Eora, the vastness of its lore, the intricacies of its character classes, and the 

depth of its combat system can feel overwhelming. Whether you’re a seasoned veteran or a newcomer eager to 

explore every corner of this rich RPG, the Pillars of Eternity Guidebook Volume One is your indispensable ally.

This guidebook is more than a mere reference; it’s a living, breathing companion that walks with you through every

quest, every encounter, and every decision that shapes your destiny.

Why Every Player Needs the Guidebook

The Pillars of Eternity universe is layered with history, mythology, and political intrigue. The game’s design

encourages players to make choices that ripple across the narrative, and the guidebook captures those nuances in

a way that enhances gameplay.

•  Comprehensive Lore: From the ancient gods of the First Era to the modern-day politics of the Empire, the 

guidebook offers context that deepens your understanding of the world.

•  Character Building: Detailed class descriptions, skill trees, and equipment guides help you optimize your party 

for any challenge.

•  Strategic Combat Tips: Learn how to position your party, exploit enemy weaknesses, and master the game’s 

tactical system.

•  Quest Guidance: Clear objectives, hidden secrets, and side quests are cataloged to keep you on track.

•  Replay Value: With branching paths and multiple endings, the guidebook provides a roadmap for exploring 

different outcomes.

In short, the Pillars of Eternity Guidebook Volume One is a treasure trove that transforms a daunting adventure into

a well �structured, enjoyable journey.

What Is Pillars of Eternity Guidebook Volume One?

Released alongside the game’s first expansion, Pillars of Eternity Guidebook Volume Oneserves as the

foundational resource for players. It contains:

1.  In �Depth World Overview: A narrative history of Eora, covering the First Era, the Second Era, and the present 

timeline.

2.  Character Creation and Development: Step �by �step instructions on choosing classes, races, and skills.

3.  Combat Mechanics: A thorough explanation of the turn �based system, terrain advantages, and spellcasting.

4.  Quest Summaries: Detailed outlines of main story arcs, side quests, and hidden objectives.

5.  Item and Equipment Catalog: A comprehensive list of weapons, armor, and artifacts, including their stats and 

lore.

6.  Player Tips and Tricks: Insights from the developers and seasoned players to help you overcome tough 

encounters.

Because the game’s world is vast and its narrative branches, the guidebook is designed to be consulted repeatedly.

It’s a living document that grows with your playthrough.

Getting Started: How to Use the Guidebook Effectively



While the guidebook is comprehensive, the key to mastering it lies in how you use it. Below are proven strategies

for maximizing its benefits.

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Table of Contents

Before diving into the pages, take a moment to skim the table of contents. This will give you a sense of the

structure and help you locate sections quickly during gameplay.

2. Keep a Dedicated Notebook

While the guidebook is detailed, jotting down your own notes—such as NPC names, quest clues, and personal

strategies—will reinforce memory and make future reference easier.

3. Reference During Combat

When facing a challenging encounter, flip to the combat section. The guidebook offers tactical advice on

positioning, ability usage, and enemy patterns that can be lifesavers.

4. Use the Companion App (If Available)

Some players prefer a digital version or a companion app that allows you to search for keywords instantly. This can

save time when you’re on the move.

5. Revisit After Major Decisions

Major choices can alter the game’s narrative. Revisit the relevant sections in the guidebook to understand the

implications and plan your next steps.

Deep Dive: Key Features of the Guidebook

World Lore and History

The guidebook opens with a sweeping overview of Eora’s timeline, from the First Era’s divine wars to the present-

day struggles of the Empire and the Freeholds. Each era is broken down into:

•  Key Events: Major battles, treaties, and cataclysmic events.

•  Influential Figures: Gods, kings, and heroes who shaped history.

•  Cultural Milestones: Advances in technology, philosophy, and art.

Understanding this backdrop enriches your engagement with the game’s narrative.

Character Creation and Development

The guidebook provides a detailed breakdown of every race and class combination, including:

•  Stat Bonuses: How each race affects attribute rolls.

•  Class Strengths: What makes each class unique in combat.

•  Skill Trees: Visual diagrams of skill progression.

•  Role �Playing Tips: Suggestions on how to role �play each class in alignment with their lore.

By consulting this section early, you can tailor your party to match your playstyle.

Combat Mechanics and Strategy

Combat in Pillars of Eternity is a blend of classic turn �based tactics and real �time decision �making. The guidebook

dissects this system through:

•  Movement Rules: How terrain, obstacles, and movement points work.

•  Ability Usage: When to use spells, skills, and special abilities.



•  Enemy Analysis: Common enemy types and their weaknesses.

•  Battle Tactics: Positioning, crowd control, and party synergy.

These insights help you transform your party from a ragtag group into a coordinated force.

Quest Summaries and Secrets

Every major quest is broken down into objectives, key NPCs, and branching choices. The guidebook also highlights:

•  Hidden Side Quests: Locations and triggers.

•  Optional Rewards: Rare items and lore.

•  Dialogue Branches: How to navigate complex conversations.

By referring to this section, you’ll avoid missing crucial plot points.

Item and Equipment Catalog

The guidebook lists every item in the game, from mundane weapons to legendary artifacts. Each entry includes:

•  Stats: Attack, defense, and special properties.

•  Lore: Historical background and significance.

•  Acquisition Methods: Where and how to obtain.

•  Best Uses: Ideal character builds that benefit from the item.

Understanding item synergy can dramatically improve your combat effectiveness.

Tips and Tricks from the Experts

Developers and seasoned players often share invaluable advice. Below are some of the top tips that align with the

guidebook’s guidance.

1. Prioritize Party Balance

Ensure you have a mix of damage dealers, healers, and support characters. The guidebook’s class section

emphasizes the importance of complementary abilities.

2. Use the Terrain to Your Advantage

High ground, cover, and environmental hazards can turn the tide. The combat section explains how to exploit these

features.

3. Save Frequently and Experiment

Branching choices can lead to vastly different outcomes. Save often, and refer back to the guidebook to see the

consequences of your decisions.

4. Keep an Eye on Your Party’s Morale

Morale affects combat performance. The guidebook discusses ways to boost morale through actions and items.

5. Leverage the Companion App for Quick Lookups

Whether you’re in the middle of a dungeon or traveling between towns, a digital version can provide instant

answers.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Can I use the guidebook for both Pillars of Eternity and Pillars of Eternity: Radiant Citadel?

A: Yes. While Volume One focuses on the original game, many sections overlap with the Radiant Citadel expansion.



The guidebook includes cross-references for major updates.

Q: Is the guidebook updated with new patches?

A: The printed edition remains static, but an online companion is regularly updated to reflect patches and new

content.

Q: How do I find the guidebook if I only have the digital version?

A: The digital version is available on Steam, GOG, and the official Pillars of Eternity website. It offers full-text search

capabilities.

Q: Can I share the guidebook with friends?

A: The official guidebook is licensed for personal use. However, sharing is allowed for non-commercial purposes,

such as in a group play session.

Q: Does the guidebook cover the new DLCs released after Volume One?

A: The guidebook’s core content remains focused on the original game, but the online companion includes sections

for subsequent DLCs.

Conclusion: Your Roadmap to Mastery

The Pillars of Eternity Guidebook Volume One is more than a reference manual; it’s a companion that evolves with

your journey. By immersing yourself in its rich lore, mastering its combat strategies, and leveraging its quest

insights, you’ll unlock the full potential of Eora’s world.

Whether you’re seeking to dominate the battlefield, uncover every hidden secret, or simply appreciate the depth of

the narrative, this guidebook is the key to a richer, more rewarding experience. Grab a copy, keep it close, and let

the adventure begin.
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