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Introduction

Preparing for the Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) can feel like navigating a maze. You’ll 

encounter unfamiliar question formats, tight time limits, and a high expectation of proficiency. One of the most 

reliable ways to demystify the exam and boost confidence is by working through a PTE Academic sample test. By

immersing yourself in realistic practice, you can identify strengths, spot gaps, and develop strategies that translate

directly to the real test day.

This comprehensive guide will walk you through everything you need to know about PTE Academic sample tests—

why they matter, how to find the best ones, how to analyze your results, and how to turn practice into performance.

Whether you’re a seasoned test �taker or a first �time candidate, the insights below will help you harness the full power

of practice tests to achieve your target score.

Understanding the PTE Academic Exam

Before diving into sample tests, it’s useful to grasp the structure of the PTE Academic exam. The test is divided into

three main sections:

•  Speaking & Writing – 77 minutes

•  Reading – 32 minutes

•  Listening – 45 minutes

The exam totals 3 hours and 30 minutes, including breaks. Each section contains multiple question types, and the

overall score ranges from 10 to 90. Because the PTE Academic is computer �based, the test adapts to your

performance, presenting questions that match your proficiency level.

Key Question Types You’ll Encounter

1.  Reading & Writing – Summarise a given text, fill in the blanks, and write an essay.

2.  Listening – Identify main ideas, select information, and answer questions about audio clips.

3.  Speaking – Read aloud, repeat a sentence, describe a picture, and answer questions.

Each question type requires specific skills, and mastering them is essential for a high score. That’s where a

well �structured PTE Academic sample test comes in.

Why Sample Tests Are Essential

A PTE Academic sample testis more than just a practice run; it’s a diagnostic tool that mirrors the real exam

environment. Here’s why you should incorporate sample tests into your preparation:

•  Familiarity with the Test Interface – The PTE platform uses a unique layout. Familiarity reduces anxiety on test 

day.

•  Time Management Skills – Knowing how long each section takes helps you pace yourself.

•  Skill Assessment – Identify which question types you excel at and which need improvement.

•  Confidence Building – Repeated exposure to realistic scenarios boosts self �assurance.

•  Score Prediction – Analyze results to estimate your likely overall score.



Types of Sample Tests Available

There are several categories of PTE Academic sample tests that cater to different preparation needs:

Official Practice Tests

These are provided by Pearson and are the most accurate representation of the actual exam. They come in two

forms:

•  Full-Length Mock Exams – Simulate the entire test, including all sections and time limits.

•  Sectional Practice Tests – Focus on individual sections, useful for targeted skill work.

Free Sample Questions

Many websites and study guides offer a handful of free questions. While they’re convenient, they may not cover the

full breadth of the exam.

Paid Premium Resources

These often include full-length tests, detailed answer explanations, and personalized feedback. They can be a

worthwhile investment for serious candidates.

Mobile App Practice Tests

Apps provide on �the �go practice and often include gamified elements to keep you engaged.

How to Access High-Quality Sample Tests

Finding reliable sample tests is critical. Below are proven methods to locate reputable resources:

1.  Official Pearson Website – The first stop for authentic practice materials.

2.  Educational Institutions – Universities and language schools frequently provide free or discounted sample 

tests.

3.  Reputable Test Prep Companies – Look for providers with positive reviews and transparent pricing.

4.  Community Forums – Platforms like Reddit’s r/PTE or PTE Study Groups share links to legitimate resources.

5.  Library Resources – Many public and university libraries offer access to premium test prep packages.

Verifying Authenticity

When using third �party resources, ensure they align with the following criteria:

•  Updated to the latest test format (the PTE exam is periodically revised).

•  Includes audio files that mimic official recordings.

•  Provides detailed answer keys with explanations.

•  Offers a realistic test interface (clickable responses, timed sections).

Understanding the Sample Test Structure

A realistic PTE Academic sample test will mirror the real exam’s structure:

•  Speaking & Writing – 77 minutes, containing tasks like “Read Aloud,” “Repeat Sentence,” “Describe Image,” 

and “Essay Writing.”

•  Reading – 32 minutes, featuring “Multiple Choice, Choose Single Answer,” “Multiple Choice, Choose Multiple 

Answers,” “Reorder Paragraphs,” and “Fill in the Blanks.”

•  Listening – 45 minutes, with “Summarise Spoken Text,” “Multiple Choice, Choose Single Answer,” “Multiple 

Choice, Choose Multiple Answers,” “Fill in the Blanks,” “Highlight Correct Summary,” “Select Missing Words,” and 



“Write From Dictation.”

Each task has a specific time allocation, and the overall pacing is crucial. A realistic sample test will enforce these

limits, giving you a true sense of the test day experience.

Tips for Maximising Your Practice Sessions

Simply taking a practice test isn’t enough. Apply these strategies to get the most out of each session:

1.  Simulate Real Conditions – Use a quiet environment, a reliable device, and a stable internet connection.

2.  Strict Timing – Don’t pause or take breaks unless you’re mimicking the official test’s break structure.

3.  Record Your Performance – Many apps allow you to record speaking tasks. Review recordings for 

pronunciation and fluency.

4.  Detailed Review – After completing the test, go through each answer. Note why you got a question wrong 

and how you can correct it.

5.  Track Progress – Maintain a log of scores per section to spot trends and improvements.

6.  Use Feedback Wisely – If the resource offers feedback, study it thoroughly before attempting the same 

question type again.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

•  Skipping the “Review Answers” step.

•  Overlooking the difference between “Single” and “Multiple” choice questions.

•  Underestimating the importance of the speaking section’s speaking speed.

•  Relying on guesswork rather than systematic elimination.

•  Ignoring time management for the “Fill in the Blanks” tasks.

Sample Test Resources That Stand Out

Below is a curated list of resources that consistently receive high praise from PTE Academic candidates:

•  PTE Official Practice Tests – Directly from Pearson, offering full authenticity.

•  Exam English PTE Practice – Free full-length mock tests with detailed explanations.

•  PTE Masterclass – Paid platform with interactive lessons and practice tests.

•  Test Prep Hero – Mobile app with gamified practice and progress tracking.

•  Cambridge PTE Academic Guide – Includes sample tests and expert tips.

When choosing a resource, consider your budget, learning style, and the level of support you need. A combination

of official and supplementary materials often yields the best results.

Analyzing Your Sample Test Results

After completing a sample test, the real work begins. Here’s how to dissect your performance:

1.  Score Breakdown – Look at your score per skill (Speaking, Listening, Reading, Writing). Identify which area 

is lagging.

2.  Question �by �Question Review – For each incorrect answer, read the explanation and note the skill it targets.

3.  Time Analysis – Did you finish each section within the allotted time? If not, adjust your pacing.

4.  Pattern Identification – Notice if certain question types consistently trip you up (e.g., “Highlight Correct 

Summary”).

5.  Set Specific Goals – For example, “Improve my listening fill �in �the �blanks accuracy from 70% to 85%.”

Document your findings in a study log. Over time, this log becomes a roadmap guiding your study sessions.



Common Mistakes on the PTE Academic Test

Even seasoned test �takers fall into traps. Being aware of these common errors can help you avoid them:

•  Reading the Question Too Quickly – Take a moment to fully understand what’s being asked.

•  Misinterpreting the Speaking Tasks – Each speaking task has unique criteria; treat them separately.

•  Ignoring the “Write From Dictation” Instructions – Pay attention to punctuation and capitalization.

•  Over �thinking the Listening Section – Trust your first impression; you often get the answer on the first listen.

•  Neglecting the Essay Rubric – Structure, content, and language quality all matter.

Developing a Structured Study Plan

A well �planned study schedule turns practice into progress. Below is a suggested 8 �week plan that incorporates

sample tests:

Week 1–2: Foundation & Diagnostic

•  Take one official full �length mock test.

•  Analyze results and identify weak areas.

•  Begin daily skill drills (e.g., reading comprehension, listening practice).

Week 3–4: Skill Enhancement

•  Focus on the weakest sections identified.

•  Use targeted practice tests for each skill.

•  Review and practice speaking tasks with a tutor or language partner.

Week 5–6: Integration & Time Management

•  Take two full �length mock tests, spaced 48 hours apart.

•  Simulate real test conditions.

•  Refine pacing strategies based on timing analysis.

Week 7: Final Polish

•  Take one last full �length mock test.

•  Focus on fine �tuning language use and error correction.

•  Review the essay rubric and practice a timed essay.

Week 8: Rest & Mental Preparation

•  Take a light practice session to stay sharp.

•  Engage in relaxation techniques to reduce test anxiety.

•  Confirm logistics: test center location, ID requirements, and test day schedule.

Adjust this plan based on your personal schedule and progress. The key is consistency and purposeful
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