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Ron Kenoly and the Call to Worship: Understanding “I Will Worship the 
Lord”

When the name Ron Kenoly comes up in conversations about contemporary worship, a wave of reverence and

excitement often follows. Known for his powerful, heartfelt worship music, Kenoly has touched millions of souls

around the globe. Among his many beloved tracks, the stirring anthem “I Will Worship the Lord” stands out as a

declaration of faith and a call to join in worship. In this article, we’ll explore Kenoly’s journey, the essence of his

worship style, the lyrical depth of “I Will Worship the Lord,” and practical ways listeners can incorporate this worship

experience into their own lives.

Who Is Ron Kenoly?

Ron Kenoly, born in 1944 in Texas, began his musical journey as a teenage drummer. Over the decades, he

evolved into a renowned worship leader, recording over 20 albums that have become staples in churches

worldwide. Kenoly’s music is characterized by its gospel roots, energetic rhythms, and a deep sense of devotion

that invites listeners to lift their hearts to God. His ministry has not only produced chart �topping songs but also

shaped worship practices in churches across the United States and beyond.

Kenoly’s influence extends beyond the studio. He has led worship teams in megachurches, international

conferences, and on tours that span continents. His emphasis on “the presence of God” and “the power of praise”

has become a hallmark of his ministry, making his songs a go-to selection for worship leaders seeking to create an

atmosphere of reverence and joy.

The Genesis of “I Will Worship the Lord”

“I Will Worship the Lord” emerged as a response to Kenoly’s own spiritual journey and the collective longing of his

audience for a deeper connection with God. Recorded in 2004, the track quickly became a favorite in churches and

personal worship settings. The song’s simple yet profound message—an unwavering commitment to worship—

resonates with believers of all ages.

Kenoly has often spoken about the inspiration behind the song in interviews. He describes a moment of quiet

reflection in which he felt the “still, small voice” calling him to lift his voice and heart in praise. This personal

experience is translated into the music through an uplifting melody, rhythmic drums, and soulful vocal harmonies

that create an atmosphere of worship that is both intimate and expansive.

Analyzing the Lyrics: Themes and Spiritual Depth

Below is a brief excerpt of the song’s chorus to illustrate its lyrical power:

While the full lyrics are copyrighted, the chorus encapsulates several key themes that resonate deeply with

believers:

•  Personal Devotion: The repeated affirmation of worship reflects a personal commitment to God’s presence.

•  Creation as Worship: References to mountains and valleys suggest that worship extends beyond the church 



building into the natural world.

•  Grace and Redemption: The phrase “He’s the one who made me whole” speaks to the transformative power 

of God’s grace.

•  Guidance: The idea that God’s love will guide the soul provides comfort and assurance to listeners.

Through these themes, Kenoly invites listeners to reflect on their own relationship with God and to respond with

genuine worship.

Why “I Will Worship the Lord” Is a Worship Staple

There are several reasons why this track has become a staple in worship settings:

1.  Musical Simplicity: The song’s structure—verse, chorus, bridge—makes it easy to learn and sing along, even 

for newcomers.

2.  Emotional Resonance: The powerful, repetitive chorus creates a meditative environment where believers can 

focus on God.

3.  Versatility: The track can be performed acoustically, with a full band, or even as a solo rendition, allowing 

churches to adapt it to their worship style.

4.  Spiritual Impact: The message of unwavering worship aligns with many Christian doctrines, reinforcing the 

centrality of praise in daily life.

These factors contribute to the song’s popularity among worship leaders who seek to create a memorable, heartfelt

experience for their congregations.

Incorporating Kenoly’s Worship Style into Your Life

For many, the idea of worship extends beyond singing. Kenoly’s approach encourages a holistic experience that

involves mind, body, and spirit. Below are practical steps to integrate this style into your personal worship routine.

1. Set the Spiritual Context

Before you begin, take a moment to quiet your mind. Find a comfortable space where you can focus without

distractions. Light a candle or dim the lights to create an atmosphere conducive to reflection. Kenoly often

emphasizes the importance of “entering the presence of God” before engaging in worship.

2. Choose the Right Music

While “I Will Worship the Lord” is a powerful anthem, consider complementing it with other Kenoly tracks such as

“Praise the Lord” or “You Are Great.” A well �curated playlist can guide your worship session from introspective to

celebratory, mirroring the emotional journey Kenoly encourages.

3. Engage in Sincere Praise

Kenoly’s songs are built on genuine praise. Instead of singing for the sake of performance, focus on the feelings

behind the words. Let the music guide you into a state of gratitude, acknowledging God’s blessings and grace.

4. Reflect on Scripture

Pair your worship with relevant Bible verses. For example, after singing “I Will Worship the Lord,” read Psalm 95:1 �2:

“Come, let us sing to the Lord. Let us make a joyful noise.” This practice deepens the connection between worship

music and biblical teachings.

5. Invite Community Participation

Kenoly’s ministry thrives on community. If possible, invite friends or family to join you in worship. Singing together



amplifies the sense of unity and shared devotion, echoing the communal worship style that Kenoly champions.

6. Document Your Journey

Keep a worship journal. Note how you feel before and after each session, any insights you gain, and how the music

influences your spiritual life. Over time, this record can become a powerful testimony of God’s presence in your

everyday life.

The Global Impact of Ron Kenoly’s Worship

Ron Kenoly’s influence stretches far beyond the United States. His recordings have been translated into multiple

languages, and his worship sessions are conducted in churches across Africa, Asia, and Europe. The universal

themes of love, gratitude, and devotion resonate with believers worldwide, making Kenoly’s music a bridge that

connects diverse Christian cultures.

In many African churches, Kenoly’s music has become synonymous with vibrant, high �energy worship. In Asian

contexts, his songs are often incorporated into liturgical services, blending traditional instruments with

contemporary rhythms. This cross �cultural appeal demonstrates the adaptability of Kenoly’s worship style and its

capacity to inspire worship across different traditions.

How Worship Leaders Can Use “I Will Worship the Lord” in Their Services

Worship leaders looking to incorporate Kenoly’s anthem into their services can follow these steps to ensure a

seamless and impactful experience.

1. Plan the Worship Flow

Position the song strategically within the service. A common approach is to place it after a sermon or prayer,

allowing the congregation to transition from reflection to praise. Alternatively, it can serve as a closing hymn to bring

the service to a powerful conclusion.

2. Prepare the Band and Vocalists

Rehearse the track with your musicians and singers. Pay attention to the dynamics—Kenoly’s music often swells in

the chorus, so ensure the band can build intensity gradually. Encourage vocalists to sing with authenticity, mirroring

the heartfelt emotion that Kenoly brings to his performances.

3. Use Visual Aids Wisely

Consider incorporating simple visuals, such as a backdrop of nature or a projected image of a sunrise, to reinforce

the song’s themes of creation and divine presence. Visual cues can enhance the worship experience, making it

more immersive for the congregation.

4. Encourage Congregational Participation

Lead the congregation in singing the chorus, using hand gestures or simple call �and �response techniques to

maintain engagement. Kenoly’s music thrives on collective participation, so fostering an environment where

everyone feels invited to sing is crucial.

5. Follow Up with Reflection

After the song, pause for a moment of silent reflection or a brief prayer. This allows attendees to internalize the

message of worship and carry the song’s spiritual impact beyond the service.

Critiques and Praise: A Balanced View



Like any artist, Kenoly’s work has received both accolades and criticism. Supporters praise his ability to blend

gospel traditions with contemporary sounds, creating a worship experience that feels both fresh and rooted. Critics,

however, sometimes argue that the high �energy style may not suit more contemplative worship settings.

Despite these divergent views, the consensus remains that “I Will Worship the Lord” is an effective tool for inspiring

devotion. Its melodic simplicity and powerful message make it accessible to a wide range of listeners, from

seasoned worship leaders to individuals seeking a personal connection with God.

Practical Tips for Worshiping Beyond Music

While singing is a central aspect of worship, Kenoly’s ministry encourages believers to worship in everyday life.

Below are some actionable tips:

•  Mindful Living: Practice gratitude in daily routines—thank God for small blessings, whether it’s a sunny 

morning or a friendly conversation.

•  Acts of Service: Volunteer in your community; serving others is a tangible expression of worship.

•  Prayerful Reflection: Set aside time each day for prayer, allowing your heart to align with God’s will.

•  Creative Expression: Use art, dance, or writing as mediums to honor God’s creativity and inspire others.

Conclusion

Ron Kenoly’s “I Will Worship the Lord” stands as a testament to the power of sincere worship. Through its

compelling lyrics, uplifting melodies, and profound spiritual themes, the song invites believers to deepen their

relationship with God. Whether you’re a worship leader seeking to enrich your service, or a personal devotee

looking to enhance your spiritual routine, Kenoly’s music offers a gateway to a more vibrant, heartfelt worship

experience.

By embracing Kenoly’s style—combining music, community, and intentional reflection—you can cultivate a worship

life that transcends the church walls and permeates everyday moments. Let the anthem of “I Will Worship the Lord”

become a living reminder of your devotion and a catalyst for spiritual growth.
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