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Introduction

In today’s fast �moving business environment, entrepreneurs, investors, and legal professionals often need reliable, 

up �to �date information about companies registered in Texas. Whether you’re looking to verify the legitimacy of a 

potential partner, conduct due diligence before a merger, or simply satisfy curiosity, the Secretary of State of 

Texas business searchis an indispensable resource. This guide will walk you through every aspect of using the

Secretary of State’s online tools, explain why they matter, and give you practical tips for getting the most out of the

system.

Why the Secretary of State of Texas Business Search Matters

The Texas Secretary of State’s business searchportal is the official repository for all corporate filings in the state.

Unlike third �party databases that may lag or contain inaccuracies, the Secretary’s records are updated in real time

by the very entities that file them. Key reasons to rely on this resource include:

•  Accuracy: Data is sourced directly from company filings.

•  Comprehensiveness: Covers corporations, limited liability companies (LLCs), partnerships, nonprofits, and 

more.

•  Legal Authority: The information is admissible in court and for regulatory compliance.

•  Transparency: Provides public access to ownership, directors, and filing history.

Common Use Cases

Here are a few scenarios where the Secretary of State’s business search becomes essential:

1.  Due Diligence – Verify that a target company is properly registered and in good standing.

2.  Contractual Verification – Confirm that the entity signing a contract is legally recognized.

3.  Investor Research – Assess the background of a startup before committing capital.

4.  Legal Compliance – Ensure your own business meets state filing requirements.

5.  Intellectual Property Protection – Identify potential conflicts in entity names.

Getting Started: Accessing the Texas Secretary of State Business Search

The search portal is available online at sos.state.tx.us. Follow these simple steps to begin:

1.  Navigate to the Business Services Section – From the homepage, click on the “Business” tab, then select 

“Business Filings” and finally “Business Entity Search.”

2.  Choose Your Search Type – The portal offers several options: by entity name, file number, or officer name.

3.  Enter Your Query – Type the exact or partial name of the business. The system supports wildcard searches 

(e.g., “Acme*”).

4.  Review Results – A list of matching entities appears. Click on the entity name to view detailed information.

5.  Download Documents – For deeper insight, download the filed documents such as Articles of Incorporation, 

Annual Reports, or Certificate of Good Standing.

Understanding the Search Results



Each entity’s record contains several key sections that provide a snapshot of its legal and operational status.

Familiarizing yourself with these sections will help you interpret the data accurately.

Basic Entity Information

This includes:

•  Entity Name – Official registered name.

•  Entity Type – Corporation, LLC, partnership, etc.

•  File Number – Unique identifier assigned by the Secretary of State.

•  Status – Active, Inactive, Dissolved, or Suspended.

•  Registered Address – Official mailing address.

Registered Agent Details

The registered agent is the person or entity authorized to receive legal documents on behalf of the company. The

record lists:

•  Agent Name – Individual or corporate agent.

•  Agent Address – Must be a Texas address.

•  Contact Information – Phone number and email.

Officer and Member Information

For corporations, you’ll find a list of officers (President, Secretary, Treasurer, etc.). For LLCs, the list of members or

managers is shown. This section is crucial for verifying ownership and control.

Filing History

The portal displays a chronological list of filings, including:

•  Articles of Incorporation – Founding document.

•  Amendments – Changes to the entity’s structure or officers.

•  Annual Reports – Required yearly filings.

•  Certificates of Good Standing – Official confirmation that the entity is in compliance.

Advanced Search Techniques

While basic searches are sufficient for most users, advanced techniques can streamline your research, especially

when dealing with large volumes of data or complex queries.

Using Wildcards and Partial Matches

The search field accepts the asterisk (*) as a wildcard. For example, searching for “Tex*” will return all entities with

names starting with “Tex.” This is helpful when you only know part of a company’s name.

Search by File Number

If you have the file number (often found on invoices or legal documents), entering it directly eliminates ambiguity

and speeds up retrieval.

Officer Name Search

To find all entities associated with a particular individual, use the “Officer Name” search option. This is especially

useful for tracking a former executive’s current business involvements.

Exporting Data for Analysis

For researchers or legal teams, the portal allows downloading CSV files of search results. Import these into



spreadsheet software to sort, filter, or perform data analysis.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced users can encounter hurdles. Here are the most frequent issues and how to resolve them.

Typographical Errors

Misspellings can lead to no results. Double �check the spelling, and try variations (e.g., “Acme” vs. “Acme Corp”).

Inactive or Dissolved Entities

Sometimes an entity appears active on other sites but is actually dissolved in Texas. The Secretary of State’s

record will clearly mark the status. Always cross �verify before making decisions.

Name Similarities and Conflicts

Texas allows multiple entities with similar names, but they must be distinguishable. Use the file number or

registered address to confirm you’re looking at the right company.

Limited Visibility of Private Information

Personal data of officers (such as home addresses) is not publicly available. If you need that information, consider

legal discovery or a professional background check service.

Legal and Ethical Considerations

When using the Secretary of State of Texas business search, it’s vital to respect privacy and comply with applicable

laws.

Data Use Policies

The Secretary of State’s website provides a Terms of Use that governs how data can be accessed and shared.

Generally, the information is public, but excessive scraping or automated requests may violate these terms.

Privacy Laws

While the portal offers public information, using it for harassment or stalking is illegal. Always ensure your use of

the data serves legitimate business or legal purposes.

Copyright and Reprinting

Documents retrieved from the portal are in the public domain, but reproducing them in large quantities for

commercial use may require permission. Verify the copyright policy before publishing.

Enhancing Your Research with Supplemental Tools

While the Secretary of State’s portal is comprehensive, combining it with other resources can provide a fuller

picture.

State and Federal Business Databases

•  IRS EIN Lookup – Cross �reference the entity’s Employer Identification Number.

•  SEC Filings – For publicly traded companies, review S �1, 10 �K, and 10 �Q reports.

•  State Licensing Boards – Verify professional licenses for regulated businesses.

Credit Reporting Agencies

Companies like Dun &amp; Bradstreet or Experian offer credit scores and financial health indicators that



complement the legal status data.

Legal Research Platforms

Platforms such as LexisNexis or Westlaw provide court filings and litigation history related to the entity, which can

be critical for risk assessment.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Is the Texas Secretary of State business search free?

Yes, searching the database is free. However, downloading certain documents (e.g., certified copies) may incur a

small fee.

How often is the database updated?

Updates occur in real time as filings are processed. Major changes such as entity status or registered agent

updates are reflected within hours.

Can I search for a business by its tax ID?

Not directly. The portal does not index EINs. You’ll need to use the IRS EIN Lookup or cross �reference with other

databases.

What does “In Good Standing” mean?

A business in good standing has met all filing requirements, paid all fees, and has no outstanding penalties. This

status is often required for contractual agreements.

How can I verify the authenticity of a downloaded document?

Look for the Secretary of State’s stamp or seal, the file number, and the signature of the Secretary. The portal also

offers a digital certificate of authenticity for certain documents.

Case Study: Using the Secretary of State of Texas Business Search for Due 
Diligence

Imagine you’re a venture capitalist evaluating a tech startup named “PixelWave Solutions, LLC.” You need to

confirm that the company is properly registered, identify its owners, and ensure it is in good standing.

1.  Search by Name – Enter “PixelWave Solutions” and select the LLC option. The search returns a single result.

2.  Review Entity Status – The record shows “Active” and “In Good Standing.”

3.  Check Registered Agent – The agent is a reputable Texas law firm, which adds credibility.

4.  Examine Officers – Two members are listed, both with prior experience in the industry.

5.  Download Annual Report – The 2023 report confirms the company’s address and financial statements.

6.  Cross �Reference EIN – Using the IRS EIN Lookup confirms the same EIN, reinforcing authenticity.

With this information, you confidently proceed with the investment, knowing the company’s legal standing is solid.

Tips for Efficient Use of the Portal

•  Bookmark the Search Page – Save the direct link for quick access.

•  Use Browser Autofill – Store common search queries to reduce repetitive typing.

•  Set Up Email Alerts – Some third �party services allow you to receive notifications when an entity’s status 

changes.

•  Keep a Spreadsheet – Log key details (file number, status, registered agent) for future reference.



•  Stay Updated on Policy Changes – The Secretary of State occasionally updates the portal interface; 

subscribe to their newsletters.

Conclusion
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