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Introduction

When you move to a new state, apply for a new driver’s license, or simply need a form of government �issued

identification, the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) offers a practical solution: a temporary paper ID. This

lightweight, easily obtainable card serves as a bridge while you wait for your permanent, embossed license or ID to

arrive in the mail. Whether you’re a recent transplant, a student, or someone who has lost their primary ID,

understanding how to obtain a Texas DPS temporary paper ID can save you time, frustration, and unnecessary

trips to the DMV.

In this guide, we’ll walk you through what a temporary paper ID is, why you might need one, the eligibility criteria,

the exact steps to apply, and how to use it safely. We’ll also address common questions and provide practical tips to

make the process as smooth as possible. By the end, you’ll know exactly what to do to get a Texas DPS temporary

paper ID and how to make the most of it.

What is the Texas DPS Temporary Paper ID?

The Texas Department of Public Safety issues a temporary paper ID as a short �term, paper �based identification

card. Unlike the permanent plastic driver’s license or non �driver ID, the temporary card is printed on paper and is

valid for a limited period—typically 90 days. It contains the same essential information as the permanent card: your

name, date of birth, address, and a photo (if you provide one). It also includes the standard Texas DPS logo and

the words “Temporary” prominently displayed.

Although the temporary card is not a substitute for a permanent driver’s license in all situations (for example, you

cannot use it to drive a vehicle), it is fully acceptable for many everyday purposes. You can use it to prove your

identity when opening a bank account, purchasing age �restricted items, or verifying your identity for employment.

The temporary paper ID also serves as a convenient stop �gap for new residents who need a valid ID before their

permanent license is processed.

When and Why You Might Need a Temporary Paper ID

There are several common scenarios where a Texas DPS temporary paper ID becomes invaluable:

•  New Residents: If you’ve just moved to Texas and haven’t yet applied for a permanent driver’s license, the 

temporary card lets you prove your identity immediately.

•  Lost or Stolen ID: If your permanent license is lost, stolen, or damaged, a temporary ID can keep you from 

being stranded until you receive a replacement.

•  Pending Processing: When you’ve applied for a new license but are awaiting the arrival of the permanent card 

in the mail, the temporary ID allows you to use a valid ID in the meantime.

•  Non �Drivers: If you do not drive but still need a government �issued ID for age verification or banking purposes, 

the temporary paper ID is a quick solution.

•  Students and Temporary Residents: College students or those on temporary work visas may require a valid 

ID for campus access or employment verification.

•  Legal or Court Requirements: Some court proceedings or legal matters require a government ID; a temporary 



paper ID can satisfy those requirements while you wait for the permanent card.

Eligibility and Requirements

Who Qualifies

To obtain a Texas DPS temporary paper ID, you must meet the following basic criteria:

•  Be a Texas resident, or be in the process of establishing residency.

•  Be at least 16 years old (or 18 if you’re applying for a non �driver ID).

•  Have a valid Social Security Number (SSN) or be able to provide a Social Security Number verification.

•  Have no outstanding legal issues that would prohibit the issuance of a government ID.

Note that the temporary ID is not intended for non �residents who are only visiting Texas; for them, a passport or

other valid travel document is recommended.

Required Documents

When you visit a local DPS office, you’ll need to bring the following documents:

•  Proof of Identity: A birth certificate, passport, or other government �issued ID that shows your name and date of 

birth.

•  Proof of Social Security Number: Your SSN card, a W-2 form, or a pay stub that includes your SSN.

•  Proof of Texas Residency: A utility bill, lease agreement, bank statement, or Texas voter registration card that 

displays your Texas address.

•  Proof of Name Change (if applicable): A marriage certificate, divorce decree, or court order if your name 

differs from that on your proof of identity.

•  Optional: A recent passport �style photo if you wish to have a photo on your temporary ID. Many offices can 

take a photo on the spot.

It’s a good idea to bring photocopies of each document in case the DPS office needs to keep a copy for verification

purposes.

Fees and Payment Options

The cost of a Texas DPS temporary paper ID is $25. This fee covers the administrative processing and the

production of the temporary card. You can pay the fee using:

•  Cash (in person at the DPS office)

•  Debit or credit card (if the office accepts card payments)

•  Check (if the office accepts checks)

Some offices may offer a discount for seniors or military personnel; it’s worth asking about any available discounts

when you apply.

Step �by �Step Guide to Obtaining a Temporary Paper ID

Step 1: Gather Your Documents

Before heading to the DPS office, collect all the documents listed in the “Required Documents” section.

Double �check that your documents are current and not expired. Having everything in one place will speed up the

process and reduce the risk of having to return for missing items.

Step 2: Locate a Local DPS Office

Texas has a network of DPS offices across the state. You can find the nearest office by visiting the official Texas



DPS website and using the office locator tool. Some larger cities also have dedicated “Driver Services” centers,

while rural areas may have combined DMV/County Clerk offices.

It’s advisable to call ahead or check online for appointment availability, as some offices now require appointments

to reduce wait times.

Step 3: Complete the Application

At the office, you will be asked to fill out the Application for a Temporary ID (Form DPS 1255). The form asks for

basic personal information, your Social Security Number, and the type of ID you’re applying for. If you’re applying

for a non �driver ID, be sure to check the appropriate box.

Once you submit the form, a DPS employee will verify your documents. If everything checks out, they will generate

a temporary paper ID on the spot.

Step 4: Pay the Fee

After your documents are verified, you will pay the $25 fee. Keep the receipt; it can serve as proof of payment if you

need to reference it later.

Step 5: Receive Your Temporary ID

The temporary paper ID is typically printed immediately. It will display the words “Temporary” in bold across the

front, along with your name, date of birth, address, and a photo (if provided). The card will also include a security

code and a bar code, just like a permanent license. Once you receive it, review the information for accuracy. If you

spot an error, notify the DPS officer right away so they can correct it before you leave.

Validity and Usage of the Temporary Paper ID

While the temporary paper ID is a handy tool, it does come with certain limitations. Below are key points to keep in

mind:

•  Validity Period: The card is valid for 90 days from the date of issuance. After that, you must apply for a 

permanent ID or renew the temporary card if you’re still waiting for your permanent license.

•  Driver’s License Use: A temporary paper ID cannot be used to drive a vehicle. If you need to operate a car, 

you must obtain a temporary driver’s license (also issued by the DPS) or wait for your permanent driver’s license.

•  Acceptance by Businesses: Most banks, retailers, and service providers accept the temporary ID for age 

verification, ID checks, and other identification purposes. However, some establishments may require a photo ID in 

plastic; in such cases, you should bring an additional form of ID.

•  Travel Restrictions: The temporary paper ID is not a substitute for a passport or other official travel 

documents. If you plan to travel out of state or abroad, you should use a permanent driver’s license or a passport.

•  Legal and Court Requirements: Some courts and law enforcement agencies accept temporary IDs for 

identification. However, if the court requires a permanent license, you may need to provide an additional document 

or a temporary driver’s license.

•  Replacement and Renewal: If your temporary ID is lost or stolen, you can request a replacement at a DPS 

office by paying a replacement fee (usually $25). For renewal, simply return to the DPS office before the card 

expires.

Common Questions About Texas DPS Temporary Paper IDs

No. You must apply in person at a Texas DPS office. This ensures proper verification of your identity and residency.
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