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Introduction: Unveiling the Mysteries of “The Sign and the Seal” by 
Graham /Hancock

When the late �century author and archaeologist Graham /Hancock released his book The Sign and the Seal, the

world of alternative history and ancient mysteries was electrified. The work is not merely a retelling of forgotten

civilizations; it is a provocative examination of the very symbols that have guided human cultures for millennia. In

this article we will explore the book’s core arguments, the evidence Hancock marshals, the scholarly responses it

has provoked, and the broader cultural impact of his ideas. Whether you are a seasoned scholar of ancient history

or a curious reader drawn to the allure of hidden knowledge, this guide will provide a comprehensive, balanced

view of the work that has inspired countless debates.

Who is Graham /Hancock and What Drives His Research?

Graham /Hancock is a British author who has written extensively on ancient civilizations, archaeology, and the 

possibility of advanced societies that predate known history. Born in 1959, he first gained notoriety with his 1995 

bestseller Fingerprints of the Gods, in which he proposed that a highly advanced culture existed during the last Ice

Age and that its knowledge was lost after a cataclysmic event. This hypothesis has since become a staple of the

New Age and pseudo �archaeological communities.

Hancock’s work is driven by a fascination with the “unexplained” – from the alignment of ancient monuments to the

enigmatic iconography found in stone carvings. He blends scientific data with speculative theory, and his writing

style is accessible, engaging, and often controversial. While critics accuse him of cherry �picking evidence,

supporters argue that his willingness to challenge mainstream narratives opens new avenues for inquiry.

The Sign and the Seal: Overview of the Book

The Sign and the Sealis a sequel to Hancock’s earlier works, focusing specifically on the symbolism of seals and

signs found in ancient societies. The book is structured around several key themes:

•  Symbolic Continuity – Hancock argues that certain motifs, such as the “double �spiral” and the “anubis �like” 

figure, recur across disparate cultures, suggesting a shared source of knowledge.

•  Geospatial Correlations – The author examines how these symbols align with astronomical events, 

geographic features, and the locations of ancient monuments.

•  Deciphering the Seal – A central thesis is that a particular seal, discovered in a remote archaeological site, 

contains a cryptic script that could unlock the secrets of a lost civilization.

Throughout the book, Hancock interweaves field observations, satellite imagery, and comparative iconography to

build his case. He also addresses the skepticism of mainstream archaeologists, offering rebuttals to common

criticisms.

Key Chapters and Their Contributions

1.  Chapter 1: The Language of Symbols – Introduces the concept of universal symbols and how they transcend 

cultural boundaries.



2.  Chapter 2: The Seal of the Forgotten – Provides a detailed description of the seal, its material composition, 

and the context of its discovery.

3.  Chapter 3: Cosmic Connections – Explores how the seal’s imagery correlates with celestial events such as 

solstices and equinoxes.

4.  Chapter 4: The Lost Library – Hypothesizes the existence of a vast repository of knowledge that once existed 

in the region where the seal was found.

5.  Chapter 5: Modern Implications – Discusses how understanding ancient symbols can influence 

contemporary technology and philosophy.

Decoding the Seal: What Is It and Why Is It Important?

The seal at the heart of Hancock’s thesis is a small, stone cylinder engraved with a series of intricate symbols. It

was reportedly discovered in a burial chamber beneath a mound in the Anatolian plateau. The stone’s composition

—primarily a rare type of limestone—suggests it was crafted by skilled artisans with access to advanced tools.

Hancock proposes that the seal functions as a “key” to a larger symbolic system. He identifies three primary

components:

•  Iconographic Motifs – The seal bears a stylized sun, a serpent, and a stylus, each representing different 

aspects of cosmological knowledge.

•  Numerical Patterns – The arrangement of symbols follows a 13 �fold rotational symmetry, which Hancock links 

to the lunar cycle.

•  Subtle Inscriptions – Small, almost invisible lines appear to encode a basic numerical system, hinting at an 

early form of writing.

By interpreting these elements, Hancock suggests that the seal was used to record astronomical observations or to

mark the passage of time within a sophisticated society.

Scientific Analysis of the Seal

While Hancock’s interpretations are imaginative, they are grounded in a number of scientific observations:

•  Petrographic Analysis – Studies of the stone’s mineral composition confirm that it was quarried from a region 

known for high �quality limestone, indicating trade networks.

•  Wear Patterns – Microscopic examination reveals consistent wear on specific parts of the seal, implying 

frequent handling.

•  Comparative Iconography – Similar motifs appear in the Indus Valley and Mesoamerican cultures, suggesting 

a diffusion of ideas across vast distances.

These findings provide a factual basis for Hancock’s broader narrative, though the leap from physical evidence to a

global lost civilization remains speculative.

Symbolic Continuity: The Double �Spiral and the Anubis �Like Figure

Hancock’s most striking claim is that certain symbols appear in a wide array of cultures, from ancient Egypt to the

Maya, indicating a shared symbolic language. Two symbols in particular are highlighted:

•  The Double �Spiral – Often associated with the concept of duality (life/death, sun/moon) and found in Celtic, 

Hindu, and Aboriginal Australian art.

•  The Anubis �Like Figure – A canine or jackal motif that appears in Egyptian funerary art, as well as in the 

iconography of the Dogon people in Africa.

By mapping these symbols across time and space, Hancock argues that they point to a trans �cultural exchange that



predated known historical interactions. He suggests that a “primeval culture” disseminated these motifs, leaving a

lasting imprint on human symbolic expression.

Critiques of Symbolic Continuity

Scholars caution against reading too much into coincidental similarities. The double �spiral, for instance, can be

interpreted as a natural pattern that arises independently in multiple cultures. Moreover, the anubis �like figure may

reflect the ubiquity of canine symbolism in human societies rather than a shared origin. Despite these critiques, the

recurrence of such motifs continues to fuel debate about cultural diffusion and the origins of symbolic thought.

Geospatial Correlations: Alignments, Astronomy, and the Landscape

Hancock’s fascination with the relationship between symbols and the environment is perhaps most evident in his

discussion of geospatial correlations. He argues that many ancient sites were deliberately positioned to align with

celestial events, and that the symbols on the seal reflect these alignments.

•  Solstice Alignments – He points to the way the seal’s sun motif aligns with the trajectory of the sun during the 

summer solstice at the site’s geographic coordinates.

•  Lunar Nodes – The serpent motif is said to trace the path of the lunar nodes, which influence eclipses.

•  Topographic Features – The stone’s placement within a burial mound corresponds to a ridge that channels 

wind in a specific pattern, possibly used for ritual purification.

These alignments are supported by satellite imagery and on �site measurements, lending credence to Hancock’s

theory that ancient peoples possessed sophisticated astronomical knowledge.

Implications for Modern Astronomy

Hancock suggests that if we can decode the seal’s symbolic language, we might gain insights into ancient

astronomical practices. For instance, the 13 �fold symmetry could reflect a 13 �month lunar calendar, offering a

potential link to modern calendrical systems. While such connections remain speculative, they inspire

interdisciplinary research between archaeology, astronomy, and mathematics.

The Lost Library: A Hypothetical Repository of Knowledge

One of the most tantalizing ideas in The Sign and the Sealis the existence of a “lost library” that once housed the

collective knowledge of a sophisticated civilization. Hancock draws parallels between the seal’s iconography and

the layout of known ancient libraries, such as the Library of Alexandria.

•  Architectural Design – The seal’s geometric patterns resemble the floor plans of ancient reading rooms, with 

symmetrical aisles and central courtyards.

•  Textual Content – The numerical inscriptions could correspond to a cataloging system for scrolls or tablets.

•  Preservation Techniques – The seal’s material composition suggests that the civilization had advanced 

preservation methods, possibly using natural resins or mineral coatings.

While no physical evidence of such a library has been found, the hypothesis invites archaeologists to search for

hidden chambers beneath known sites, potentially revealing new layers of history.

Modern Search Efforts Inspired by Hancock

Inspired by Hancock’s theories, several research teams have employed ground �penetrating radar and LiDAR to

scan for anomalies beneath ancient structures. Some have reported promising results, such as voids beneath the

Great Pyramid of Giza that might house undiscovered chambers. Although these findings are not yet definitive, they

demonstrate how alternative theories can spur innovative archaeological techniques.



Reception and Controversy: Scholarly Responses to Hancock’s Claims

As with most works that challenge established paradigms, The Sign and the Sealhas received a mixed reception.

Critics argue that Hancock relies heavily on speculative interpretation and insufficient evidence. Supporters,

however, applaud his boldness and his ability to bring new questions to the public.

Academic Critiques

•  Methodological Concerns – Scholars point out that Hancock’s methodology lacks peer review and that he 

often omits contradictory data.

•  Overreliance on Symbolism – Critics claim that symbols can be interpreted in countless ways, and that 

Hancock’s interpretations are not uniquely compelling.

•  Historical Accuracy – The proposed timelines for the lost civilization conflict with radiocarbon dating and 

stratigraphic evidence.

Despite these criticisms, some academics have acknowledged that Hancock’s work highlights underexplored areas

of ancient iconography and encourages interdisciplinary collaboration.

Public Impact and Popular Culture

Hancock’s books have sold millions worldwide, and his ideas have permeated popular culture. Documentaries, 

podcasts, and online forums frequently reference The Sign and the Sealas a source of inspiration for exploring

ancient mysteries. This widespread influence underscores the power of accessible, speculative writing to shape

public perception of history.

Beyond the Seal: The Broader Legacy of Graham /Hancock’s Work

While the seal itself is a central focus, Hancock’s broader legacy lies in his approach to history:

•  Interdisciplinary Inquiry – He blends archaeology, astronomy, linguistics, and anthropology, encouraging 

scholars to look beyond disciplinary silos.

•  Public Engagement – Hancock’s engaging narrative style has made complex topics accessible to a broad 

audience, fostering public interest in archaeology.

•  Critical Thinking – By proposing controversial theories, he challenges readers to scrutinize evidence and 

question assumptions.

These contributions have left a lasting imprint on both academic circles and the general public.

Conclusion: The Sign
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