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Warren Wiersbe New Testament Commentary: A Comprehensive Guide

For pastors, students, and everyday believers who seek deeper insight into the New Testament, the Warren 

Wiersbe New Testament Commentarystands out as a trusted resource. Written by the late Dr. Warren Wiersbe,

a prolific pastor, author, and speaker, this commentary offers a blend of scholarly depth and practical application. In

this article, we explore the background of Wiersbe’s work, its distinctive features, the major themes it covers, and

how you can effectively use it in personal study, sermon preparation, and academic settings.

Who Was Warren Wiersbe?

Dr. Warren Wiersbe (1929–2019) was a visionary leader in the evangelical church. Over a career spanning more

than six decades, he authored or co-authored over 70 books, delivered thousands of sermons, and served as the

pastor of First Baptist Church in Dallas for 32 years. Wiersbe’s teaching style was characterized by:

•  Clear, relatable language that made complex theology accessible.

•  Practical application that connected biblical truths to everyday life.

•  Encouraging tone that empowered believers to live out their faith with confidence.

His New Testament commentary reflects these qualities, offering readers both depth and relevance.

The Structure of the Commentary

The commentary is organized into 27 individual books of the New Testament, each with a dedicated section that

covers:

1.  Historical Context – Setting the stage for the text.

2.  Textual Analysis – Examining key verses and linguistic nuances.

3.  Theological Themes – Highlighting core doctrines.

4.  Practical Application – Translating insights into actionable steps.

Each book contains concise introductions, chapter summaries, and a “Key Points” section that captures the most

essential takeaways.

Key Features That Make This Commentary Stand Out

1. Accessible Language

Unlike dense academic commentaries, Wiersbe’s writing is approachable. He avoids excessive jargon, instead

opting for clear explanations that resonate with lay readers and seasoned theologians alike.

2. Integration of Scripture

Wiersbe frequently cross-references verses, weaving a tapestry of Scripture that demonstrates how New

Testament passages connect to the Old Testament and to each other. This method reinforces the unity of the Bible.

3. Practical Application

One of the hallmark strengths of the commentary is its focus on application. Each section concludes with questions



or suggestions that help readers apply the text to personal faith, ministry, and community life.

4. Encouragement and Spiritual Growth

Wiersbe’s tone is uplifting. He consistently reminds readers that the Scriptures are not merely academic texts but

living words that transform hearts and minds.

Major Themes Covered in the Commentary

1. The Person and Work of Christ

From the prologue of John to the epistles, Wiersbe emphasizes Christ’s divinity, humanity, and redemptive work. He

explores the implications of the Incarnation, atonement, resurrection, and ascension, encouraging readers to live in

the light of Christ’s victory.

2. The Holy Spirit’s Role

The commentary delves into the Spirit’s work in the life of the believer—conviction, empowerment, and guidance.

Wiersbe stresses the importance of cultivating a Spirit-filled life for both personal growth and effective ministry.

3. Church Life and Community

Wiersbe examines the early church’s structure, practices, and challenges. He draws lessons for contemporary

churches, urging unity, mutual accountability, and a commitment to the Great Commission.

4. Spiritual Warfare

He addresses the reality of spiritual battles, equipping readers with biblical tools to resist temptation, overcome sin,

and stand firm in faith.

Using the Commentary for Sermon Preparation

Pastors can harness the commentary’s strengths to craft sermons that are both theologically robust and pastorally

relevant. Here’s a step-by-step approach:

1.  Identify the Passage – Choose a scripture that aligns with your sermon series.

2.  Read the Introduction – Gain context and Wiersbe’s overarching perspective.

3.  Note Key Verses – Highlight verses with significant theological or practical implications.

4.  Extract Practical Applications – Use Wiersbe’s suggestions as sermon points or handouts.

5.  Cross-Reference Scripture – Follow Wiersbe’s cross-references to deepen the message.

6.  Summarize Core Takeaways – End with a clear, memorable summary that ties together the message.

Incorporating the Commentary into Personal Bible Study

For individual believers, the commentary serves as a companion that enhances understanding and spiritual growth.

Try this routine:

•  Daily Verse – Read a verse and consult Wiersbe’s commentary for insight.

•  Reflection Questions – Answer the application questions to internalize the message.

•  Prayer Focus – Use the commentary’s themes to guide prayer.

•  Journal – Record insights, questions, and how you see the text applied in life.

Comparing Wiersbe’s Commentary with Other New Testament Works

While many commentaries exist, Wiersbe’s stands out in several respects:



•  Depth vs. Accessibility – Works like the New International Commentary on the New Testament (NICNT) offer 

scholarly depth but can be dense. Wiersbe strikes a balance, providing depth without sacrificing readability.

•  Practical Focus – Compared to the Anchor Yale Bible Commentary, Wiersbe offers more actionable guidance.

•  Pastoral Tone – Unlike academic commentaries, his writing is pastoral, encouraging believers to apply 

Scripture to everyday life.

Resources for Further Study

To deepen your engagement with Wiersbe’s commentary, consider the following resources:

•  Wiersbe’s Book Series – “The Power of the Spirit” and “The Gospel of God” complement the commentary’s 

themes.

•  Online Sermon Archive – Many of Wiersbe’s sermons are available on the Wiersbe.org website.

•  Study Guides – Some publishers offer study guides that pair the commentary with discussion questions.

•  Academic Journals – Articles on Wiersbe’s theology provide scholarly context.

Practical Tips for Maximizing the Commentary’s Value

•  Use a Highlighter – Mark key passages and application points.

•  Set a Consistent Study Time – Regularity reinforces learning.

•  Apply What You Learn – Try to live out the principles before the next study session.

•  Discuss with Others – Group study can illuminate different perspectives.

•  Keep a Reference Log – Note which chapters or themes recur across books.

Conclusion

The Warren Wiersbe New Testament Commentary offers a unique blend of scholarly insight, pastoral warmth,

and practical application. Whether you’re a pastor preparing sermons, a student delving into biblical studies, or a

believer seeking deeper spiritual growth, Wiersbe’s work provides a reliable, engaging, and transformative

resource. By integrating his commentary into your study routine, you’ll not only gain a richer understanding of

Scripture but also be equipped to live out its truths in everyday life. Dive into the pages, let the words of Wiersbe

guide you, and experience the power of the New Testament in a whole new light.
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