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What Is a Number Sentence in Math for Kids? A Complete Guide

When parents and teachers first encounter the phrase “number sentence,” many of them pause and ask, “What is a

number sentence in math for kids?” The concept is simple, but its power in building a solid mathematical

foundation is immense. A number sentence is more than just a set of numbers and symbols; it is a narrative that

tells a story about how numbers relate to one another. By learning to write, read, and solve number sentences,

children develop critical thinking, problem �solving skills, and a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts.

In this article, we will explore the definition of number sentences, why they are essential for young learners, the

different types of sentences, and practical strategies for teaching them. Whether you’re a parent looking to support

your child’s math homework or a teacher seeking fresh instructional ideas, this guide will provide you with the

knowledge and tools you need to make number sentences engaging and effective.

Understanding Number Sentences: The Basics

A number sentence is a mathematical expression that uses numbers and symbols to convey an arithmetic

relationship. The most common symbols are the arithmetic operators (+, –, ×, ÷) and the equal sign (=). For

example, the sentence “7 + 3 = 10” tells us that adding 7 and 3 yields 10.  Each part of the sentence plays a role:

•  Numbers – These are the values that participate in the operation.

•  Operators – They indicate the type of arithmetic operation (addition, subtraction, multiplication, or division).

•  Equal sign – It separates the left side (the expression) from the right side (the result).

Number sentences can be simple, like “5 = 5,” or more complex, involving multiple operators or variables such as

“3x + 4 = 10.” In a classroom setting, number sentences are often used as a bridge between word problems and

formal algebraic equations, helping students see the logical flow of math.

Why Number Sentences Matter in Early Math Education

Number sentences are a foundational tool for several reasons:

•  Develops Logical Thinking – By recognizing patterns and relationships, children learn to reason logically and 

make predictions.

•  Strengthens Problem �Solving Skills – Solving number sentences requires identifying the unknown, applying 

operations, and checking the answer, mirroring real �world problem solving.

•  Builds Confidence – Mastery of simple sentences gives students a sense of accomplishment, encouraging 

them to tackle more complex challenges.

•  Prepares for Algebra – Number sentences introduce the idea of variables and equations, laying the 

groundwork for algebraic thinking later in school.

•  Supports Curriculum Standards – Most math curricula include number sentences as a core component of 

arithmetic and pre �algebra units.

Because of these benefits, educators emphasize number sentences early, ensuring that children can fluently write,

read, and solve them before moving on to more abstract concepts.

Common Types of Number Sentences



Number sentences come in a variety of forms, each serving a specific instructional purpose. Below are the most

frequently used types:

•  Addition Sentences – Use the “+” symbol.  Example: “6 + 4 = 10.”

•  Subtraction Sentences – Use the “–” symbol.  Example: “12 – 5 = 7.”

•  Multiplication Sentences – Use the “×” or “*” symbol.  Example: “3 × 4 = 12.”

•  Division Sentences – Use the “÷” or “/” symbol.  Example: “20 ÷ 5 = 4.”

•  Mixed �Operation Sentences – Combine multiple operators.  Example: “2 + 3 × 4 = 14.”  (These introduce order 

of operations.)

•  Equations with Variables – Include letters that represent unknowns.  Example: “2x + 5 = 13.”  These are the 

precursors to algebra.

•  Word �to �Number Sentences – Convert written word problems into symbolic form.  Example: “If you have 7 

apples and get 3 more, how many apples do you have?  7 + 3 = 10.”

How to Teach Number Sentences to Children

Teaching number sentences is most effective when it blends conceptual understanding with hands �on practice.

Below are step �by �step strategies that work for students from kindergarten through third grade.

Begin with the plus sign in simple addition sentences. Once students are comfortable, add subtraction,

multiplication, and division symbols.  Encourage them to write the symbols as they verbalize the operation.

After solving a word problem, ask students to write the corresponding number sentence. This reinforces the

connection between narrative language and symbolic representation.

Introduce “blank” spaces or question marks for unknown values. For example, “6 + ? = 10.” Guide students to

determine the missing number by counting backward or using a number line.

Interactive apps and online games that let students drag and drop numbers or operators can make learning fun and

memorable.

Use everyday scenarios such as shopping, cooking, or sports to create number sentences that feel relevant.

Quick quizzes, exit tickets, or oral questioning can help gauge understanding and identify misconceptions early.

Examples of Number Sentences for Different Grade Levels

Below are sample sentences tailored to various grade levels, illustrating the progression from simple to more

complex operations.

•  Kindergarten (1 �2)

    

      “3 + 2 = 5.”

•  “5 – 1 = 4.”

•  “4 × 2 = 8.”

•  “8 ÷ 2 = 4.”

•  “7 + 8 = 15.”

•  “12 – 5 = 7.”

•  “3 × 4 = 12.”

•  “9 × 3 = 27.”

•  “20 ÷ 4 = 5.”



•  “6 + 4 × 2 = 14.”

•  “12 – 3 ÷ 3 = 11.”

•  “2x + 5 = 13.”

•  “8 ÷ (2 + 2) = 2.”

•  “7 + 3 × (4 – 2) = 13.”

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even bright students can fall into common pitfalls when working with number sentences. Identifying these errors

early can prevent frustration and build confidence.

•  Misplacing the Equal Sign – Students sometimes write the equal sign on the wrong side or forget to use it.  

Emphasize the role of the equal sign as a separator.

•  Incorrect Operator Use – Mixing up addition and subtraction or multiplication and division.  Use visual cues 

(e.g., arrows pointing to the operator) to reinforce the correct symbol.

•  Ignoring Order of Operations – When multiple operators are present, students may solve from left to right 

without considering parentheses or multiplication before addition.  Use the PEMDAS acronym and practice with 

simple mixed �operation sentences.

•  Failing to Check Answers – Not verifying results can lead to unchecked mistakes.  Encourage a habit of 

plugging the solution back into the sentence to confirm accuracy.

•  Skipping the Unknown – When working with variables, students might forget to solve for the unknown.  Use 

“solve for x” prompts and step �by �step guides.

Resources and Tools to Practice Number Sentences

Below are curated resources that can supplement classroom instruction or home practice.

•  Worksheets

    

      Printable worksheets from K5Learning and Education.com.

•  Math Playground’s “Number Sentences” game.

•  Cool Math 4 Kids interactive challenges.

•  “Math Bingo” for quick practice.

•  “Khan Academy Kids” for guided lessons.
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