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Introduction

When you ask what is the first of Percy Jackson, most readers instantly think of the novel that launched an 

entire mythic adventure: The Lightning Thief. Published in 2005, this book introduced Percy, a modern-day

demigod, and set the stage for a series that would blend Greek mythology with contemporary teenage life. In this

article we dive deep into the origins, plot, characters, themes, and lasting influence of the inaugural Percy Jackson

book, answering the question with context and detail that will satisfy both newcomers and longtime fans.

The Genesis of the Percy Jackson Series

About Rick Riordan

Rick Riordan, the creative mind behind Percy Jackson, was once a high school English teacher before his career 

pivoted to writing. His love of mythology and storytelling led him to craft a series that would make ancient gods 

relatable to modern readers. The success of The Lightning Thiefproved that children and teens could engage with

classical myths when presented through humor, action, and relatable protagonists.

The Mythology Behind the Story

At its core, Percy Jackson is a retelling of Greek myths. Each character is a demigod, offspring of a mortal and a

Greek deity, and the narrative weaves in familiar stories such as the theft of Zeus’s lightning bolt, the labors of

Hercules, and the adventures of Odysseus. By reimagining these tales in a contemporary setting, Riordan creates

a bridge between the ancient and the present.

What Is the First Book? Title and Publication Details

Book Overview

The first Percy Jackson novel is titled <em>The Lightning Thief</em> . It follows 12 �year �old Percy Jackson as he

discovers his demigod status, travels to Camp Half �Blood, and embarks on a perilous quest to recover Zeus’s stolen

lightning bolt. The book’s tone is a mix of humor, suspense, and heartfelt moments, making it accessible to readers

of all ages.

Publication History

Released on March 1, 2005, by Disney-Hyperion, The Lightning Thiefquickly climbed bestseller lists. Its success

led to translations into dozens of languages and a dedicated fanbase. The novel also spawned a film adaptation in

2010, further cementing its place in popular culture.

Plot Summary of "The Lightning Thief"

Setup: Camp Half-Blood

Percy lives with his mother in a small apartment in New Jersey, constantly battling bullies and a mysterious illness

that leaves him weak after physical exertion. One day, after an altercation with a bull named Ares, Percy is

transported to a secret sanctuary called Camp Half �Blood, where demigods train to protect humanity from divine

threats. Here, Percy learns that he is the son of Poseidon, the god of the sea.



The Quest Begins

After a series of supernatural events—including the theft of a Greek statue and an attack by a cyclops—Percy is

accused of stealing Zeus’s lightning bolt. To clear his name and prevent a war among the gods, he must travel

across the United States to retrieve the bolt. Alongside his loyal satyr friend Grover and the fierce warrior Annabeth,

Percy faces monsters, riddles, and divine obstacles.

Key Challenges and Revelations

Throughout the journey, Percy learns to harness his newfound powers, such as summoning water and controlling

the sea. He also confronts his fears: the monstrous Cyclops Polyphemus, the sirens of the ocean, and the

treacherous Hydra. Each encounter deepens his understanding of his heritage and the responsibilities that come

with being a demigod.

The Climax and Resolution

In the climax, Percy confronts Zeus in the heart of the sky, discovers that the lightning bolt was actually stolen by

Luke, a fellow demigod who has allied with the titan Kronos. Percy defeats Luke and restores the bolt, averting an

impending divine war. The book ends with Percy returning to Camp Half �Blood, ready for the next chapter of his

destiny.

Main Characters in the First Book

Percy Jackson

As the protagonist, Percy is a relatable teenager—smart, sarcastic, and prone to mishaps. His journey from an

ordinary kid to a hero forms the emotional core of the story.

Annabeth Chase

Annabeth, daughter of Athena, is a brilliant strategist and Percy''s steadfast ally. Her intelligence and bravery

complement Percy’s impulsiveness, making them an effective duo.

Grover Underwood

Grover, a satyr, provides comic relief and emotional depth. His loyalty to Percy and his mission to protect the Fates

add layers to the narrative.

Other Notable Characters

•  Luke Castellan – A demigod who betrays Percy.

•  Hades – The god of the underworld who becomes a formidable antagonist.

•  Hermes – The messenger god who aids Percy.

•  Ares – The god of war, who orchestrates the initial conflict.

Themes and Motifs

Coming-of-Age

The novel explores the transition from childhood to adolescence. Percy must confront his own fears, make difficult

choices, and accept responsibility—mirroring the real-life challenges teens face.

Mythology in the Modern World

By placing ancient gods in contemporary settings—such as a suburban apartment or a New York subway—Riordan

demonstrates how timeless stories can be reinterpreted for new audiences.



Friendship and Loyalty

Throughout the quest, the bonds between Percy, Annabeth, and Grover are tested. Their loyalty to one another

underscores the importance of trust and teamwork.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Reviews

Critics praised The Lightning Thieffor its witty prose, fast pacing, and fresh take on mythology. Many highlighted

the book’s ability to engage reluctant readers and spark interest in Greek myths.

Adaptations

In 2010, the novel was adapted into a feature film starring Logan Lerman as Percy. While the movie took liberties

with the source material, it introduced the story to a broader audience.

Influence on YA Literature

Riordan’s success paved the way for other mythologically themed series, such as Heroes of Olympus and The 

Kane Chronicles. The Percy Jackson franchise remains a benchmark for blending adventure with educational

content.

Why the First Book Matters

Foundations for the Series

Every subsequent Percy Jackson book builds upon the world established in The Lightning Thief. Understanding the

first book is essential to appreciating the series’ continuity and character development.

Setting Up the Universe

The novel introduces key concepts—Camp Half �Blood, the Great Prophecy, and the concept of demigods—that

become central to the narrative arc across the entire series.

Frequently Asked Questions

1.  What is the first of Percy Jackson? The first Percy Jackson book is The Lightning Thief, which introduces the 

main character, Percy Jackson, and sets up the series’ overarching mythology.

2.  When was The Lightning Thief published? It was published on March 1, 2005 by Disney-Hyperion.

3.  Is there a movie version? Yes, a film adaptation was released in 2010 starring Logan Lerman.

4.  Do I need to read Greek myths before reading the book? No, the novel explains myths in an accessible way, 

making it suitable for readers with no prior knowledge.

5.  What’s the main theme of the first book? The main theme is coming-of-age, combined with the clash 

between ancient gods and modern society.

Conclusion

Understanding what is the first of Percy Jackson goes beyond simply identifying a title. The Lightning Thiefis a

gateway into a richly imagined world where mythology meets everyday life, and its impact on readers and the YA

genre remains profound. Whether you’re revisiting the story or discovering it for the first time, the novel’s blend of

humor, adventure, and heartfelt moments continues to resonate. As you turn the pages, you’ll see how a single

book can ignite an entire universe of stories, friendships, and heroic quests that have captivated millions worldwide.
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