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Introduction

When the world’s most iconic city, Rome, is paired with the charming charm of the Olsen twins—Mary Kate and

Ashley—the result is a captivating blend of fashion, culture, and adventure. The phrase “when in Rome Mary Kate

and Ashley” has become synonymous with a travel experience that feels both glamorous and authentic, thanks to

the popular reality series that follows the sisters as they explore the Eternal City. In this article, we’ll dive into the

heart of that experience, exploring the show’s storyline, the twins’ personal style, and the timeless allure of Rome

itself. Whether you’re a fan of the Olsen twins, a travel enthusiast, or simply curious about what makes Rome a

must �visit destination, this guide will give you a comprehensive look at everything you need to know.

About the Olsen Twins

Mary Kate Olsen and Ashley Olsen are more than just a pair of famous sisters; they’re cultural icons who have 

evolved from child actresses into fashion powerhouses and philanthropists. Born in 1986, the twins first captured 

the public’s imagination with their roles in the hit sitcom Full House. As they grew older, they turned their focus 

toward design, launching the successful fashion line Olsen twinsin 2001 and later expanding into accessories,

home décor, and a line of children’s clothing.

Beyond their creative endeavors, Mary Kate and Ashley have become ambassadors for various charitable causes,

ranging from children’s health to environmental sustainability. Their combined influence has positioned them as role

models for young adults seeking to balance career success with social responsibility.

The “When in Rome” TV Series

Concept

“When in Rome” is a reality television series that premiered on Netflixin 2019. The show follows the Olsen twins as

they travel across Italy, starting in Rome, and then exploring other iconic cities such as Florence, Venice, and Milan.

Each episode captures the sisters’ personal reactions to Italian cuisine, architecture, and culture, all while offering

viewers a behind �the �scenes look at the production process.

Episodes Overview

1.  Rome, the Eternal City: The opening episode sets the tone with the twins discovering the Colosseum, the 

Vatican, and the charming streets of Trastevere.

2.  Florence’s Renaissance: A deep dive into art history as Mary Kate and Ashley visit the Uffizi Gallery and the 

Duomo.

3.  Venice’s Floating Wonder: A gondola ride and a stroll through the labyrinthine canals.

4.  Milan’s Fashion Capital: A fashion-focused episode that highlights Milan’s designer boutiques and the iconic 

Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II.

5.  Back to Rome: A final recap where the sisters reflect on their journey and share their favorite moments.

Behind the Scenes

The production crew of “When in Rome” takes a unique approach by blending high �end production values with a



candid, almost vlog �style presentation. Viewers get to see the twins’ spontaneous reactions, candid conversations

about travel etiquette, and their personal reflections on Italian history. This authentic tone has contributed to the

series’ popularity among audiences who crave genuine travel content.

Rome: A City of Endless Inspiration

Historical Highlights

Rome’s storied past is visible at every turn. From the ancient ruins of the Roman Forum to the grandeur of the

Pantheon, history enthusiasts will find themselves immersed in the city’s past. The Vatican City, home to St. Peter’s

Basilica and the Sistine Chapel, is a pilgrimage for art lovers and spiritual seekers alike.

Culinary Delights

Italian cuisine is a cornerstone of Rome’s culture. Don’t miss classic dishes such as carbonara, cacio e pepe, and 

supplì(fried rice balls). The city’s markets, like Campo de’ Fiori, offer fresh produce and artisanal cheeses, while

trattorias provide a cozy atmosphere for sampling local wines and desserts like tiramisu.

Fashion and Shopping

Rome is a haven for fashion lovers. The Via del Corso and Via Condotti feature high �end boutiques, while the 

Campo de’ Fiori market offers unique accessories and handmade jewelry. For those looking for vintage finds, Porta 

Portese flea market is a must �visit, especially on Sundays.

Art and Culture

Beyond the world �renowned museums, Rome hosts a vibrant street art scene and contemporary galleries. The 

MAXXI museum showcases modern art, while the Galleria Borghese houses masterpieces by Bernini and 

Caravaggio. The city’s piazzas—such as the Trevi Fountain and Spanish Steps—are perfect for people �watching

and photo opportunities.

Nightlife

Rome’s nightlife is as diverse as its daytime attractions. From rooftop bars overlooking the city’s skyline to lively 

piazzas that host live music, there’s something for every taste. The Trastevereneighborhood is known for its

bohemian vibe, offering cozy taverns and bustling night markets.

Travel Tips Inspired by Mary Kate & Ashley

Packing Essentials

•  Comfortable walking shoes for cobblestone streets.

•  Lightweight clothing for summer heat, layered pieces for cooler evenings.

•  A versatile bag for day trips.

•  Travel adapter for Italian outlets.

Navigating Rome

1.  Purchase a Roma Pass for discounted entry to major attractions.

2.  Use public transport: buses, trams, and the metro.

3.  Consider walking for short distances to fully absorb the city’s ambiance.

4.  Download offline maps for areas with spotty Wi �Fi.

Budgeting

Rome offers options for all budgets. Look for family �run trattorias for authentic meals at lower prices, and consider



staying in neighborhoods outside the city center to save on accommodation. Booking tours in advance can also

secure better rates.

Safety

While Rome is generally safe, pickpocketing can occur in crowded tourist spots. Keep valuables in a front pocket or

use a money belt. Always stay aware of your surroundings, especially in busy markets.

Etiquette

•  Greet with a polite “Buongiorno” or “Ciao.”

•  Dress modestly when visiting churches.

•  Respect local customs—such as not speaking loudly in churches.

•  When dining, wait for everyone to be served before starting.

The Impact of the Show on Tourism

Increase in Tourist Interest

Since the release of “When in Rome,” there has been a noticeable uptick in visitors, particularly those inspired by

the show’s blend of fashion and culture. Many travelers cite the series as a catalyst for their trip, hoping to walk the

same streets and taste the same dishes that Mary Kate and Ashley explored.

Cultural Exchange

The show has also fostered a deeper appreciation for Italian heritage. By highlighting local artisans, culinary

traditions, and historical narratives, the series encourages viewers to engage respectfully and meaningfully with the

culture they visit.

Where to Watch the Series

Streaming Platforms

“When in Rome” is available on Netflixin multiple languages. The platform offers subtitles and dubbed versions,

making it accessible to a global audience.

DVD & Blu �ray

For those who prefer physical media, the series can be purchased on DVD or Blu �ray. These editions often include

bonus content such as behind �the �scenes footage and interviews with the twins.

Conclusion

The phrase “when in Rome Mary Kate and Ashley” encapsulates more than just a travel show; it represents a

lifestyle that blends curiosity, elegance, and cultural immersion. The Olsen twins’ journey through Rome offers

viewers an intimate look at the city’s iconic landmarks, culinary treasures, and artistic heritage while also providing

practical travel tips. Whether you’re a fan of the show, a lover of Italian culture, or simply planning your next

adventure, the experience of Rome—seen through the lens of Mary Kate and Ashley—offers a timeless invitation:

come, explore, and let the Eternal City leave its mark on you.
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