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Wiley CPA Review 2016: A Deep Dive into the 2016 Edition of the Premier 
CPA Exam Prep Course

For anyone who has ever dreamed of earning their Certified Public Accountant (CPA) license, the path to success 

begins with a solid preparation strategy. In 2016, one of the most talked �about study programs was the Wiley CPA 

review 2016. Whether you’re a recent graduate, a working professional, or a seasoned CPA looking to refresh your

knowledge, understanding the strengths and nuances of this particular edition can help you decide if it’s the right fit

for your goals.

In this comprehensive review, we’ll walk through the structure of the 2016 course, highlight its key features,

compare it with other popular options from that year, and share practical tips for making the most of the materials.

By the end, you’ll have a clear picture of how the 2016 Wiley CPA review performed in the competitive landscape

and whether it might still be a valuable resource for today’s candidates.

1. What Was the Wiley CPA Review 2016?

The 2016 edition of the Wiley CPA review was a complete overhaul of the previous version, aimed at aligning more

closely with the then �latest CPA exam content and exam �style questions. It consisted of four main components:

•  Video Lectures: Over 1,200 minutes of on �demand video content covering the four exam sections—Auditing & 

Attestation (AUD), Financial Accounting & Reporting (FAR), Regulation (REG), and Business Environment & 

Concepts (BEC).

•  Practice Questions: More than 8,000 multiple �choice questions (MCQs) and 1,000 item �set questions (ISQs) 

that mimicked the actual exam’s difficulty and format.

•  Simulated Exams: Full-length, timed practice exams for each section, designed to build stamina and 

familiarity with the exam’s pacing.

•  Study Schedule & Tracking: A built �in study planner that allowed users to set weekly targets and track 

progress, ensuring a disciplined approach to preparation.

Beyond the core materials, Wiley offered supplementary resources such as a mobile app, flashcards, and a

community forum where students could discuss strategies and share insights.

2. Core Strengths of the 2016 Edition

While every CPA review program has its pros and cons, the 2016 Wiley CPA review stood out for several reasons:

•  Comprehensive Coverage: The content was meticulously organized around the CPA Exam Content 

Specifications, ensuring that every topic a candidate would encounter on exam day was addressed.

•  Adaptive Learning: The program’s “SmartStudy” feature analyzed users’ performance on practice questions 

and tailored subsequent practice sets to target weak areas, making study time more efficient.

•  High-Quality Practice Questions: Many users noted that the MCQs and ISQs were nearly identical in style and 

difficulty to those found on the actual exam, giving a realistic sense of what to expect.

•  Flexible Study Options: Whether you prefer to binge through the videos in a short period or spread them out 

over several months, the on �demand format made it easy to fit study into a busy schedule.

•  Strong Support System: The mobile app and online community allowed students to stay motivated, ask 

questions, and receive timely feedback from instructors and peers.



3. Potential Weaknesses and Areas for Improvement

No program is perfect, and the 2016 Wiley CPA review was no exception. Some common critiques included:

•  Cost: At $2,000 for the full package, many candidates felt the price point was higher than some competitors, 

especially when factoring in the cost of additional materials like flashcards or supplemental question banks.

•  Outdated Content Over Time: While the 2016 edition was current at the time of release, the CPA exam’s 

content specifications evolve. Candidates who start their study later in 2016 or later may find certain sections 

slightly out of sync with newer updates.

•  Interface Issues: A few users reported occasional lag or glitches in the video player, which could disrupt the 

flow of study sessions.

•  Limited Live Interaction: Unlike some competitors offering live webinars or live coaching, the 2016 Wiley 

review relied mainly on pre �recorded content and community forums, which might not satisfy everyone’s learning 

style.

4. How Did Wiley CPA Review 2016 Stack Up Against Its Rivals?

To truly gauge the value of the 2016 Wiley review, it’s essential to compare it with other leading CPA review courses

of that year. Below is a side �by �side look at the primary competitors: Gleim, Becker, and Surgent.

1.  Gleim CPA Review 2016

    

      Price: Approximately $1,500 for the full package.

2.  Strengths: Extensive question bank (over 20,000 MCQs), highly detailed explanations, and a reputation for 

thoroughness.

3.  Weaknesses: Video lectures were less polished, and the user interface felt dated.

•  Price: Roughly $3,000, making it the most expensive option.

•  Strengths: Premium production quality, live webinars, and a highly interactive learning environment.

•  Weaknesses: The sheer volume of material could be overwhelming for some, and the cost was a barrier for 

many students.

•  Price: Around $1,800 for the complete course.

•  Strengths: Adaptive learning engine, concise video lectures, and a focus on high �yield topics.

•  Weaknesses: Limited depth in some niche areas and fewer practice questions compared to Gleim.

In this context, the 2016 Wiley CPA review offered a balanced blend of quality content, adaptive learning, and a

user-friendly interface—making it a compelling choice for candidates who wanted a mid �price, well �structured

program.

5. Real �World Success Stories

One of the most convincing indicators of a program’s effectiveness is how well it performs in the real world. Here

are a few anonymized anecdotes from 2016 Wiley CPA review users:

•  Jane S., 2016 Candidate: “I completed the 2016 Wiley review in just eight weeks and passed the FAR section 

on my first attempt. The adaptive quizzes helped me focus on the topics that mattered most.”

•  Mark L., 2016 Candidate: “The mobile app was a game changer. I could review flashcards during my 

commute and stay on track without missing a beat.”

•  Lisa T., 2016 Candidate: “The community forum kept me motivated. When I hit a roadblock, I could quickly get 

help from a peer who had already mastered that concept.”

While individual results vary, these stories illustrate that the 2016 Wiley CPA review had the potential to deliver

strong outcomes for diligent candidates.



6. How to Maximize Your Study with the 2016 Wiley CPA Review

Even the best study materials require a disciplined approach to achieve success. Below are proven strategies to

get the most out of the 2016 Wiley CPA review:

1.  Create a Realistic Study Schedule: Use the built �in planner to allocate specific blocks for each section. Aim for 

at least 15–20 hours per week, balancing video lectures, practice questions, and review.

2.  Leverage the Adaptive Learning Engine: After each practice session, review the weak areas highlighted by 

the SmartStudy feature. Focus subsequent sessions on those topics until you see improvement.

3.  Simulate Exam Conditions: Take full-length, timed practice exams at least twice a week. This builds stamina 

and helps you get comfortable with the exam’s pacing.

4.  Use the Mobile App for On �the �Go Review: Flashcards and short quizzes can be completed during short 

breaks, reinforcing key concepts without taking up large chunks of time.

5.  Post questions in the forum, participate in discussions, and share study tips. Peer interaction often surfaces 

insights that you might have missed.

6.  Don’t just move on after getting a question wrong. Read the explanation, understand the underlying principle, 

and add the concept to a “weakness” list for targeted review.

By combining these tactics with the high �quality materials of the 2016 Wiley review, candidates can create a robust,

personalized study plan that maximizes learning efficiency.

7. Conclusion: Is the Wiley CPA Review 2016 Worth Your Investment?

The 2016 Wiley CPA review was a formidable contender in the crowded field of CPA exam preparation programs.

Its strengths—comprehensive coverage, adaptive learning, realistic practice questions, and a flexible learning

platform
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