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Introduction

When a crowd roars at a football match, when a school choir gathers on a hilltop, or when a nation stands together
for a moment of unity, a song often rises above the noise. In Wales, that song is Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau, the Welsh
national anthem. It carries centuries of history, a deep sense of identity, and a lyrical beauty that resonates with
people of all ages. This article explores the words of the Welsh national anthemin depth, tracing their origins,
meaning, and cultural impact. Whether you’re a music lover, a student of Welsh heritage, or simply curious about
this iconic anthem, you'll find a wealth of information and insight here.

Background of the Welsh National Anthem

Historical Origins

The anthem’s roots date back to the early 19th century, a period marked by the Romantic movement'’s fascination
with folk traditions. The melody that now accompanies the anthem was first composed in 1816 by James James, a
Welsh-born composer who spent much of his life in the United States. Though the tune was originally intended for
a different set of words, its soaring, pastoral quality captured the imagination of the Welsh people.

Composer and Lyricist

While James James created the music, the lyrics were penned by James Jameshimself, drawing upon the
traditional Welsh language. The first line, “Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau,” translates to “Old Land of My Fathers.” The words
quickly gained popularity and became associated with Welsh pride and patriotism. Over time, the anthem evolved
into its present form, with a standard three-stanza structure that is widely recognized across Wales and beyond.

The Lyrics: Words of the Welsh National Anthem
Stanza 1l

Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau — Old Land of My Fathers

Hen wlad fy nhadau, mae'r trallau o'r holl ddwy,

Os gweddol o’r brenin a’r brenin, mae’r brenin a’r brenin,

Os gweddol o’r brenin a’r brenin, mae’r brenin a'r brenin.

In the first stanza, the anthem opens with a tribute to the land that shaped the nation’s identity. The phrase “Hen
Wlad Fy Nhadau” is repeated to reinforce the connection between the people and their homeland.

Stanza 2
Ary porth it llun, mae'r trallau o'r holl ddwy;,

Ary porth ir llun, mae'r trallau o’r holl ddwy,
Ary porth ir llun, mae'r trallau o'r holl ddwy.

This stanza focuses on the collective strength and unity of the Welsh people, highlighting how their shared heritage



unites them in song.

Stanza 3
Ary porth i llun, mae'r trallau o'r holl ddwy;,

Ary porth it llun, mae'r trallau o'r holl ddwy,
Ary porth ir llun, mae'r trallau o'r holl ddwy.

While the third stanza is often omitted in sporting events, it completes the anthem'’s narrative by celebrating the
enduring spirit of Wales.

Translation and Meaning

Translating the anthem into English preserves its lyrical depth while making it accessible to a broader audience.
The key themes of land, heritage, and unity remain intact, allowing listeners to feel the anthem’s emotional
resonance regardless of language.

Significance in Welsh Culture

National Pride and Identity

The words of the Welsh national anthemserve as a powerful symbol of national pride. They remind the Welsh
people of their shared history and cultural achievements. The anthem'’s lyrics evoke images of rolling hills, ancient
castles, and the resilient spirit that has endured through centuries of change.

In Sports and Public Events

From football matches at the Cardiff City Stadium to rugby fixtures at the Principality Stadium, the anthem is played
before every game. It unites fans from all walks of life, turning a stadium into a living, breathing community. The
anthem’s presence at public ceremonies, such as national holidays and memorial services, further underscores its
role as a unifying force.

Education and Language Preservation

Welsh schools incorporate the anthem into their curricula, teaching children the words of the Welsh national
anthemas part of their language and history lessons. By learning these words, students gain a deeper
appreciation for the Welsh language and its cultural significance.

Modern Usage and Adaptations

Contemporary Performances

Modern artists and choirs have reinterpreted the anthem in a variety of styles, from traditional choral arrangements
to contemporary pop covers. These renditions keep the anthem fresh and relevant for younger generations.

Instrumental Versions

Instrumental renditions of the anthem are often played at sporting events or during official ceremonies. These
versions highlight the melody’s emotional impact, allowing listeners to focus on the musical composition rather than
the lyrics.

Digital and Social Media

With the rise of digital platforms, the anthem is now shared through streaming services, social media, and online
videos. The words of the Welsh national anthemhave become a part of the digital conversation, with fans



posting clips, covers, and interpretations worldwide.

How to Learn the Words of the Welsh National Anthem

Practice Techniques

To memorize the anthem, it helps to break it down into smaller sections and practice them repeatedly. Listening to
recordings while following along with the lyrics can reinforce memory and improve pronunciation.

Resources and Apps

Various language-learning apps now offer Welsh language courses that include the anthem. Online tutorials, video
lessons, and printable lyric sheets are also valuable tools for learners.

Community Singing Sessions
Community choirs, cultural festivals, and school events provide opportunities for group practice. Singing together
not only improves fluency but also fosters a sense of belonging and cultural pride.

Common Questions About the Welsh Anthem

1. What is the meaning of “Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau”? — It translates to “Old Land of My Fathers,” reflecting deep-
rooted heritage.

2. Is the third stanza always sung? — In many sporting events, only the first two stanzas are performed, but the
third is often included in formal ceremonies.

3. Who composed the anthem? — James James composed the melody in 1816, while he also wrote the original
lyrics.

4. Can the anthem be sung in English? — While official events use the Welsh language, English translations are
available for educational purposes.

5. How does the anthem differ from other national anthems? — Its strong emphasis on land and heritage, along
with its melodic structure, sets it apart.

Conclusion

The words of the Welsh national anthemare more than just a set of lines; they encapsulate the soul of Wales.
From its historical roots to its modern-day performances, the anthem continues to inspire pride, unity, and a deep
appreciation for the Welsh language and culture. Whether you're hearing it at a stadium, learning it in a classroom,
or sharing it online, the anthem remains a living testament to the enduring spirit of Wales.
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